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J3 U T what's your Title, fir, your 
Title ? cries the firft dealer in fcience to 
whom I applied, the moment the MSS. was 
put into his hands. 



You fee, " John Bungle, junior. 



9» 



With a fignificant pi/hj he declared it 
was too fimple, much too fimple ; it would 
never take* 

Why not ? fays I, it will diftinguilh mine 

B 2 from 
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from every other publication 5 and let its 
merits do the reft, 

s 

I 

Merits ! This is juft the ftile of a young 
author ! Why, fir, tell me, in the name of 
common fenfe, can the merits of a book, 
ooze themfelves into the firft page, or 
fweat thro' the binding ? Your*s is" a title 
that. fays nothing; and therefore cannot 
poflibly difplay its merits, fuppofing it pof- 
feffed any. 

I was going to reply, but he faved me 
the trouble by continuing his harangue. 



cc 



Is not this an age,Mr. Buncle, in which 
every man, who would make his way in 
the world, will take care, not to conceal, the 

* 

leaft fhadow of merit that may belong to 
him ? Will a tradefman be contented with 
having the choiceft aflbrtment of goods in 
his fhop, without tempting the eye with 
an exhibition at the window ? Do not our 

nfcws- 
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news-papers, and advertifements in every 
corner of the ftreets, abound with fuch 
defcriptions of vendible commodities, as 
may beft allure men to purchafe ? Are not 
their advantages, their beauties, their ele- 
gancies carefully difplayed, from a noble 
man's villa, to your patentee blacking- 
cakes ? from your fuperb hotels at the 
polite end of the town , to a twopenny 
lodging in Broad St. Giles's ? from your 
refined academies, which profefs to give 
human nature its laft pblifh, to a night* 
fchool, where retiin and fpelhn is car/uly taut ? 
In a word, is not every, thing upon a 
l^rge fcale ? Do you not fee great choice of 
goods promifcd, where you can fcarcely 
meet with a lingle fample ? The beft Coni. 
ac, and Wines neat as imported, at every 
gin-(hop ? The Warehoufe for fhoes and 
boots infcribed.upon every coble^s ftallT 

c Rut Literary productions, fir, arc fupe- 
rior to fuch mean arts.* 

B 3 H* 
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He laughed heartily at my fimplicity. 
4c You pietend to defcribe men and man- 
ners, forfooth J Why, fir, they are fully 
as neceffary here, as in any other article 
put up to fale." He allured me, that 
many an excellent treatife, to his know* 
ledge, was funk down to everlafting obli-" 
vion, merely by the dead weight of its title- 
page : and thaj as to himfelf, he had ra- 
ther be concerned in the worft perform- 
ance that ever reeked from the brain of a 
Dunce, artfully fet off with a name that 
pofleffes fome fecret grace to attraft the 
public notice, than in the works of the 
moft towering Genius, ulhered into the 
world with a flat, tame, infipid appella- 
tion. " When I was green in the bufinefe, 
fir, I tried the experiment : I entered into 
the humour of the author, Gmply an- 
nounced the publication to the world, and 
as limply depended upon its merits for 
fuccefs.-But it would not do.— They were 
a drug upon my hands \ and might have 

remained 



TITLE PAGES. 7 

remained fo to this day, had I not wiped 
off their duft, vampt them up with a new 
title-page, that was either interefting or 
pleafing, and lent them forth from our 
ark, never to return, thank heaven. If it 
was not in their nature to foar high in re- 
putation, or fly to the moft diftant parts 
of the earth, I have often lent them wings 
ftrongenough to carry them fluttering thro' 
an edition or two, in fpite of all the fands, 
bogs, and hillocks, which would otherwife 
infallibly have flopped their courfe." 

This naturally excited my curiofity to 
know a little more of the fecrets of his art : 
and as he was in a talkative mood, he rea- 
dily gratified it. 

" In fome cafes, faid he, the merit is 
entirely our own •, in others, the authors 
themfelves fhew fo much ingenuity in this 
way, that the whole forte of their book 
feems to lie in its title. 

B 4 « When 
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" When we publifli the works of an 
author, whofe name U up 9 as we phrafe it, 
then indeed we drefs them out in the plain- 
eft garb imaginable, prudently referving 
our ornaments forthofe who ftand more in 
need of them. The Hiftory of England, 
by Rapin dc Tho'iras, Philofophical Ef- 
fays by David Hume, the Works of Alex- 
ander Pope, Dryden, Swift, &c. fufficicnt- 
ly recommend themfelves* and in thefe 
cafes, we love to fhew how much we fcorn 
to make ufe of little puffing arts, in order 
to impofe upon public credulity. 

" Again, if an author has not yet ar-r 
rived to fo great a degree of eminence, why 
we charitably hope the belt, as in your 
cafe •, and by a fpirit of prophefy,—- which 
I confefs fometimes fails us>-— we announce 
him to the world as the Ingenious,tht Learn- 
ed> the Celebrated* carefully difplaying all 
his titles and offices, down to the chaplain- 

fhip 
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ihipof a regiment j if they appear cither 
pofts of honour or of intelligence. 

<c Thess bays we generally refcrve for 
Historiographers, Biographers, writers of 
voyages and travels, and the reft of the 
troops that are in our own pay , Mr. Buncle. 

" In flight fummer readings, confifting 
of curfory remarks, light eflays upon trite 
fubje&s, private hiftories, novels, romances, 
pieces of poetry, &c. addrefs is peculiarly 
requifite : and here, to confefe the truth, 
authors Jbare the bays with us at lealL 
Thefe publications are to be devoured im- 
mediately— -like a morning-paper, or a hot- 
roll — or they are not worth a button. In? 
thefc cafes we take no pains to make the 
Title of the book agree with its contents— 
quite the contrary— The lefs we reveal, 
the better chance of a fate — Our bufinefe 
is to catch the attention, which alone cai> 
be done by exciting curiofity y and this 

B 5 agaiix 
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again, by keeping people in the dark. We 
therefore make choice of fome quaint but 
infignificant phrafe, or curious antithefis, 
which, without revealing any thing, is 
calculated to fet your fuperficial readers a- 
longing. Titles of this fort are admirably 
adapted to Circulating libraries : every pret- ; 
ty Mifs fends for them with impatience, and 
reads them with avidity. I could give 
you a lift of them as long as my fliop. 

Something New. 

Did you ever fee fuch damned Stuff? 

Agreeable Uglinefs. 

Beauty put to its Shifts. 

The happy Extravagant. . 

Each Sex in their Humour. 

Witty Extravagant. 

Happy Repentance. 

Happy Unfortunate. 

Lucky Difafter. 

u Alliteration again, fucceeds incom- 
parably well in fiftitious names and titles, 
and faves an author's wit for the infide of 
his book. As for example : 

* Adultery 
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Adultery Anatomized. 
Benjamin Bernard. 
Betfy Biddle. 
Betty Barnes. 
Country Coufins. 
Devil Dick. 
Female FaKbood. 
Fortunate Foundling. • 
Frederic the Forfaken. 
Jemmy Jeffamy. . 
Merry Medley. 
Sally Sable, &c. &c. 

" Where a performance, on the contra- 
ry, is rich in materials, and we are not 
afhamed of our goods, we generally take 
care to let the world know it. The title- 
page now becomes a downright chapter of 
contents •, exhibiting, like a broker's (hop, 
fuch a variety of articles to the view of the 
fpedtator, that the deuce is in it if none of 
them will catch him. 

When all thefe methods fail, and we can 
not get our ware off . our hands"- — 

* —You curie the author, I fuppofe, 

for 
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for a blockhead, or the world, for its want 
of difcernment ; and fit down contented 
with your gains upon more fortunate pro- 
du&ions.' 

" No, not yet. We have ftill another 
card to play : which is fuch a mafler-ftroke 
of policy, that the inventor ought to have 
a ftatue erefted to his memory in Station- 
er's HaU. 

" What think you, fir, of reprinting 
the firft page of a book, that has not been 
aflced for a dozen times, and boldly calling 
it the Second Edition, correfted and im~ 
proved? 

c What think I ? that it is a diredt 
falfliood, and a grofs impofition upon the 
public. 5 

" Hush, hufli ! take care how you abufe 
your friends'— You may ftand in need, of 

the 
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the afliftance yourfelf, ere it be long. 
It is true, we had rather they would 
fave us this trouble : but if they can- 
not be prevailed upon to read for their 
edification, it is no fault of ours ; and why, 
in the name of juftice, fhould the lofs fall . 
upon us ? Befides, fir, if, by this artifice, 
we make mankind wifer and better, which 
is the undoubted tendency of all our pub- 
lications, I think, in my confcience, it is a 
fib well fpent ." 

* Were I to allow of this curious ca- 
fuiftry, Mr, Editor, I fhould ftill doubt of 
the efficacy of the means \ for if the firft 
edition has nothing in it to engage the 
public attention, its being called a fecond 
or a twentieth^ cannot make it a whit the 
better book/ 

f * That's true, fir, but . it makes it 
appear the better, and this is enoiigh for us. 
You muft know that the generality of pur- 
chafers 
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chafers never truft to their own judgment 
in the books they buy. Some people have 
no opinion of a work till it has gone 
through two or three editions : and would 
fcorn to difgrace their (helves with thtfirft 
impreflion of a Locke, a Pope, or a Mil- 
ton. Others again, do not defire to be 
wifer than their neighbours, and yet hate 
that their neighbours fliould be wifer than 
themfelves. The fight of a fecotid edition 
makes thefe gentry perfeftly afhapiecL, 
and they run to our (hops with numberlefs 
apologies for their inattention. In a word, 
fir, there are thoufands who would have 
nothing to do with a book that does not 
feem to take, though it were written by the 
pen of infpiration ; and // it takes, they 
will have it at all events, though too plain- 
ly penned with a jw/* quill." 

c But to return, Mr. Editor, to this lit- 
tle production of your humble fervant. 
What name would you advifc me to give it ? 
2 « Why, 
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C4 Why, faith, -I s don't know. Itis-fucfr 
a heterogeneous performance, that T can 
icarcely tell what to do with it. There is 
a (hare of merit in it, and it is too good for 
my common-place ones, and yet none of 
my beft will fit it, I fear. However,- my 
catalogue of virgin titles is not quite ex- 
haufted, I believe.— We will run it over, 
and fee what we can find." 

c Virgin titles ! what do you mean ? 

" Why, fir, a man's inventive faculties 
are not always at home ; when they are, he 
ought to ufe them. I often fet myfelf 
down, when I am in a happy mood for 
compofition, and invent a fet of names, for 
produ&ions, long before they exift. — They 
are fure to come into play one time or 
other " 

He was turning to the word SENTI- 
MENT :— but I checked his hand. — 

Though 
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c Though to poflefe genuine ftntiraent, faid 
1, be the chara&eriftic of every virtuous; 
and fallible heart, yet at this delicate aera, 
of Britifh refinement, when every Cook-maid 
talks fentiment, and every Porter boafts of 
hisfenfibility,the word is become fo wretch- 
edly proftttuted to fubje6ts void of feriti-^ 
mem, that it muft foon be thrown off a- 
mongft the exploded phrafes- . Pofitivdy, 
it begins to found as difgufting in my ears 
as 'tis great* very great* inmenfely great y 
applied to Breflaw's tricks with a leg of 
mutton % or 'tis clefter^ amazingly devtr^ 
infinitely fine* referring to a boy beating 
minuets upon his chin.' 

u Well then, let us look amongft the 

miscellaneous articles. Here is 

The Miscellaneous Traveller* 
Yet another Traveller. 
Something Newer. 
The Mental Don Quixote. 
The Spiritual Light- horfe-marjr 
The Moral Htifir. 

Truth 
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Truth wrapt up in a Falfhood. 
A regular Hiftory of a Roving Mind. 
A Word to the Wife, and a Scourge to 
the Unwife. 

Or, if you like our Alliteration better * 

what think you of calling yourfelf, 

Billy Buncle. 
Chearful Chatterer. 
Lively Loiterer* 
Talkative Traveller. 
Prating Philofopher. 

It muft abfolutely be fomething in that 
ftile." 

c *Tis hard, quoth I, very hard, that afr 
ter an author has carefully fkimmed the 
cream of his thoughts to regale the pub- 
lic, he muft be obliged to infcribe asses 

milk to be fold on the Poftern.' 

* 

This unlucky expreflion offended my 
gentleman fo greatly, that he turned from 
me without uttering another word ; and 
wifhing him a good day, 1 departed. 

EDITIONS. 
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§ O polite a conge from a Citizen, in- 
duced me to apply to fome bibliopolift of 
renown, oil the Weft fide of Temple Bar * 
naturally prefuming, that there I Ihould 
meet with more enlarged fentiments. But 
unfortunately, 

Incidit in Scyllam cupicns vitare Charybdin, 

I fell into the other extreme. I addreffed 
myfelf to one, whofe fentiments were, in 
fome refpe&s, more enlarged than my own. 

Without condefcending to turn over 
my manufcript, or concerning himfelf a- 
bout its contents, all his enquiries were 
confined to the Form in which I propofcd 
to publifli my work. He talked much a- 
bout the beauty of Elziver editions, large 

types, 
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types, neat picas, royal paper, the peculiar 
grace of broad margins, and diftant lines. 

* But, fir, this manner of printing will 
infallibly drive out a few familiar epiftles, 
to feveral volumes quarto.' 

u Ave, to be Aire. You do not intend 
to publifh them in a meaner form ?" 

* Sir, my ambitiormfes no higher than 
to humble pocket volumes/ 

u Humble ! why bumble pocket vo- 
lumes ? Though little, they may yet be 
proud— You propofe doubtlefs to imitate 
the modern mode,. and to have each fingle 
thought elegantly fet in the centre of a duo- 
decimo page ? Suppofe it a trifling one, 
the Pompoftty of the frame will give it an 
air of confequence." 

* I told him I was by no means infen- 

fible 
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fible to the charms of an elegant edition, 
yet this new mode was, in my opinion, a 
moft arbitrary and cruel tax upon men of 
letters ; who in general can leaft afford to 
pay it. 

" Men of letters, (quoth he) arefo few 
in number, that they cannot reafonably 
expeft particular attention fhould be paid 
them \ and entre nous, they feldom con- 
cern themfelve* with books of this clafs : 
but for the public at large, it is the moft* 
kindly tax imaginable— It pleafes every 
hpdy-— Firft, as to the Author j I have 
already hinted it is a hagpy and certain, 
method of making a few thoughts vahia- 
£&.— Befide?, fir, the pleafure commu- 
nicated by an elegant type and fuperfine 
paper, is imperceptibly afcribed to the 
beauty of fentiment, clearnefs of exprefc . 
fion in the work itfelf.— It is like enun* 
ciation in a public fpeaker •, every thought 

has full juftice done it, and is placed 

• 
in 
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in the moft confpicuotfs point of view. 
Whereas, the choiceft ideas of the greateft 
Wit, huddled together in narrow lines, 
with a mifty letter-prefs, and on fpungy 
paper, lofe all their brilliancy, and abfo- 
lutely fink in with the ink. 

" Again, it is more gratifying to the 
pride of the Reader. He fets himfelf down 
before a pompous Quarto, or Folio, with 
all the dignity of a Profeflbr. Or, if he 
condefcend to dip into thefe duodecimos, 
as he lolls upon the fopha, with his tooth- 
pick in his hand, he has the fatisfa&ion to 
find that even in his indolent moments- 
he can foon become a very voluminous 
reader-— 

" And, fir, it is infinitely more to our 
advantage— A fingle article for a fixpenny 
magazine, will, according to this happy 
method of printing, fwell itfelfinto a trea*- 
tifc of half a crown or three (hillings va- 
lue s 



aa EDITIONS. 

luc ; and the fame train of ideas commu- 
nicated to the world in an oftavo for five* 
will, fpread upon one of our Quarto's, 
entitle us to no lefs than fifteen Jhillings 
or one guinea per volume— -What a glo- 
rious intereft this for the extraordinary 
confumption of paper !" 

c I acknowledge, faid I, that there is 
much force in your remarks, and they de- 
ferve attention. But thefe elegant editi- 
ons, as they are peceflarily more expenfive 
than the others, muft confequently dimi- 
nilh the number of purchafers.' 

" Your confequence is not fo conclu- 
five as you imagine. They may alter the 
clafs of cuftomers, but they may alfo in- 
creafe their numbers/' 

€ Aye ! this is a paradox that wants 
explanation. 



«( 
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c< Why, Sir, expenfive editions fecurfc 
the cuftom of thofe, who, though they 
complain every thing is dear, will purchafe 
nothing that is cheap. And the number 
of fuch, in this metropolis, is fo very 
condderable, that, were they Readers^ nine 
parts out of ten, would- enquire the price 
of a book, exclaim againft it as exorbi- 
tant, pay the money, and look with con- 
tempt upon an edition they might have had 
for one third of the value. 

cc Again, a flattering edition excites 
every one's curiofity. It is naturally fup- 
pdfed a work muft have fome intrinfic 
merit,or the editor would not haye had the 
prefumption to have been at fuch an extraor- 
dinary expence : and the whole impreffion 
Hands a chance of being fold off, before 
the public are aware of their miftake, * 

" And finally, thefe fuperb impreflions 
are fure to draw the attention of moft of 

your 



24 EDITIONS. 

your nobility and gentry ; who colled 
books as they colleft pidurqs, or keep 
miftrefles—- not from the great pleafure 
they take in either, but merely as articles 
of State. To the eyes of thefe perfonages, 
your puny editions of the moft refpe&able 
authors would cut but a defpicable figure 
—-For they would make no ffcew in their 
libraries." 

* But do they pay m attention to the 
nature or contents of a book ?' 

^ Little or none, fir. They give an 
order for fuch a number of Folios, fuch a 
number of Quartos, or Oftavos, according 
to the largenefs and conftru&ion of their 
book-cafe ; (—or perhaps Duodecimos, 
where a fortunate corner will admit them, 
provided the margins be very broad, the 
lines very diftant, the paper fuperfine, and 
the type a la Bajkervitte. — ) Thefe are ge- 
nerally required to be the neweft pub- 
2 lications 
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lications of fome note, but the particular 
choice is generally left to ourfelves— fo 
that it is often in our power to ferve a 
Friend, Mr. Buncl*." 

The furprife I manifefted at thefe de- 
clarations, was conftrued by him as border- 
ing upon incredulity ; and, by way of 
fupporting their validity, he aflured me that 
a gentleman had fent him, the other day, 
feveral fets of books in boards, to be uni- 
formly bound } fome of which had been 
in hispofleflion tenor fifteen years, and not 
a fheet of them was as yet cut open. " I 
was alfo called (fays he) to reconnoitre 
the empty fhelves of a Nobleman's ftudy, 
in order to ftock them from my (hop. 
Curiofity led me to take down Buffon's 
Natural Hiftory, which was upon an ad- 
jacent (helf, confiding, of about twelve 
volumes in Quarto •, and I found that the 
blundering Binder had lettered the whole 
fet towards the bottom, in an inverted di- 

C re&ion* 
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re&ion. This celebrated Philp%h€r hath, 
of confequence, ftood upon his bead, it may 
bejevtn years, and the proprietor hath not 
the leaft fufpicion of the iodignity done 
him." 

So very favourable an account of fom* 
paus Editions, and the hopes of confidera- 
ble gains, by an inconfiderabk hazard, 
made me more than half a convert to his 
fcheme. For the Works of John Buncls, 
junior, to appear in four or five volumes 
Quarto ; to be bound in Red Morocco ; 
fumptuoufly Gilt and Lettered on the back; 
and placed upon a confpicuous fhelf in a 
fplendid Library, I wiU confefs, did not a 
little flatter my vanity :-— and yet,upon re- 
colledtion, it hurt my pride to be treated 
like a livery Servant;— a mcer vaflal to ano- 
ther's greatnefs : and to have all the 
praifes due to the brilliancy of„my thoughts, 
laviflied upon the Printer or Bookbinder. 
t No, faid I, in a muttering accent,— when 

2 Iwrite 
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1 write it is to be ready not gazed at, to 
correal not countenance folly.' However, I 
thought it prudent to conceal from my 
Chapman this inward conteft between Ava- 
rice and Pride. But to make a virtue of 
rejecting his advice, I placed my refufal to 
the fcore of conjiftency. I obferved, that 
although I had not much objection tofaty- 
rizing others, I did not like to hit my f elf a 
flap on* the face. c Some years ago, faid 
I, my youthful mufe brought forth a few 
lines in ridicule of chde pompous publications-, 
in which, either fortunately or unfortunate- 
ly, there are'leveral ideas fimilar to your 
own. Whether they contain any of the 
true attic fait, or favor- of the fal catharti- 
cum amarum, pofTefling more bitternefs than 
pungency ; or whether there be fait of any 
kind in them, I fh^ll leave you to judge- 
Here they are— * 
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When authors of old brought their workl into 
light, 
*Multum inparvo's the motto to which they had right : 
But now 'tis revers'd,— their matter is flighter, 
*Par*vum in multo belongs to each modern writer. 
Deep margins, large letters, the lines at a diftanoe; 
'Stead of genius prolific, become their affiflance. 
Each pitiful Rhymfter has fuch a proud heart too, 
He fcorns tq exhibit, in lefc than a Quarto \ 
And like a phyfician, expefleth rich fees 
For being as pompous, and empty as he is. 

When I read a large volume, with fcarce any print, 
(An emblem too juft of the little that's in't,) 
Which ftript of the fwelling parade of itsdrefs, 
Would fink to zjtxfenny pamphlet, or Ms ; 
I think of that worfhipful bird, the grave owl, 
Which robb'd of its feathers, is but zjmallfowl ; 
Or the peacock you've feen on the ftage, and have 

fmU 'd, 
To hear it contain'd o/a dwarf, or a child ; 
Or, amifer, that wraps up in papers a- many, 
You'd think it a treafure — an old filver penny ; 
Or, a Dutchman's large breeches, that cover a bum. 
No larger perhaps than the bulb of one's thumb. 

Indeed I'll confefs, that I fometimes am hurried, 
Left under fuch loads their poor wit mould lie 
buried, 

* Pronounced muV in parkin. 

And 
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And fuffer the fate of a jay I've feen hop 
In the chinks of fome reams, in a ftaiioner's fhop.- 
But yet, to their comfort, a /V** will draw breath 
Through clothes that would fmother large bodies to* 

death. 
And book-Lice, will crawl under burdens with eafe y . 
That would give you or me a molt terrible fqueeze. 

When I'd written thus far, cries a friend, what'* 
the matter ? 
Pray lay down your pen, and chain up your iatire. 
Wfr is fiarce now a-days ; you mufr. take it for 

granted 
To give fomething more, for what's fo much 'wanted. 
The loft happy age, abounding in treafure, 
Dealt it out yery cheap, with fpecial good meafure; 
But now, times are bard; they cannot afford. it 
So cheap by three fourths, and yet they don't board it. 
Your dealers in this kind of food, let me tell ye, 
Though their ftock h but /mall, are quite nvilUng to- 
fell ye; 
And left their dear country fhould perifh for hunger,. 
Unripe as it is, they will keep it no longer.. 
How generous this I Then be not too nice ; 
Take what you can get, tho' you pay double price. 
In fhort, wit is fcarce, he that has it may boaft on't, 
And they who have little— muft e'en make the mofi 
on't. 

C 3 My 
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Mv gentleman did not like to recognize 
his fentiments, when they feemed to be the 
fubjcft of ridicule ; and degenerating into 
the ceremonious complaifance of the truly 
Polite, upon the verge of a quarrel, we took 
a formal leave of each other. 

* 

The truths uttered by our Bibliopolift, 
have had, however, fuch weight with me* 
who defire at all times to be open to con- 
v&tion, that I have refolved to approach 
nearer to the modern mode of publication 
than was originally intended-— 4 If a 
handfomer fee, (thought I) will either give 
greater (ffiwty to my prefcriptioiu* 9r rea- 
der them more extenfivety ufefut— Well, be 
it fo. Let Benevolence forbid any little 
foolilh fcruples of mine from being preju- 
dicial to mankind/ 
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1 g £ flatteur reunit dans Ton cara&ere plufieurt 
vices infamcs— II eft menteur x en difant des chofes 
quil ne croit point— II eft Poltron, car il n'ofe dire 
ce quil penfe— Il eft mechanic car il verfe de 
1'huile fur le feu de l'ameur d'autrui — & il eft: 
Enmemi fecret de ceux dont il fe oit ami, car par 
fes flatteries, il les tient dans leurs mauvaifes habi- 
tudes. 

OxENSTERN Penfe! diverfes* 

Vol. I. p. 140 
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JL H E third perfonage, to whom I ad- 
drefied myfelf* fmiled as I related to him 
the fubftance of the preceding dialogues •, 
and he was pleafed to obferve, that they 
took off the Trade tolerably well. But 
this gentleman's ideas were concentered in 
handfome Dedications. As foon as the 
nature of the work was explained to him,, 
and he had fkimmed over a page or two* 
of the MSS. " Well, but (fays he) whcre's. 
your Dedication ? Whofe patronage do* 
you intend to folicit ?" 

' No body's, fir. Perhaps I may in- 
fcribe the work to the fair companions of 
my tour ; or to the lovely Maria, to whom 
the greater part of the letters were written.* 

C 5 That 
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" That muft not be," quoth my friendly 
monitor. " Were your ladies, beau- 
tiful as Venus, wife as Minerva, chafter 
than Diana, I would advife you now to 
drop the man of gallantry, and aflumethe 
man of prudence. ; reft contented with the 
offerings you have already made to the 
fhrine of their merits, and learn, tradefman 
like, to facrifice every other paffion to the 
fhrine of your own emolument. Bv all 
means look out for fome Maecenas to ulher 
you into the world with ectat. Here is a 
charming opportunity of paying your re- 
fpe&s to one of the Noblemen, whofe^feats 
you have vifited ; of which, by the way, it 
is advifable to give a flattering defcription. 
What fay you of addrefling the Earl Tem- 
ple ? — A tuoft rdpeftable chara&er, and a 
triend to liberty. — Or the yQting Duke of 
Devon/hire, who promifes to do honour to 
the noblenefs of his birth and family ?— 
Or the Duke of Bridgewater, whofe inge- 
nuity and amazing enterprize for the pub- 
lic 
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lie good, are the admiration of all Europe ? 
Secure the friendship of either of thefc 
gentlemen, and your fortune is made. For, 
exclufivc of the genteel prefent, you may 
reafonably expedt in payment for your 
incenfe* the honour of their illuftrious 
Names may double the fale of your work 5. 
and be of fimilar advantage upon any f u* 
ture oecafioiu" 

< 
c I am not acquainted with either of 
thefc noblemen/ 

1 

" So much thelxtter. It is eafier for you 
to imagine them pofiefied of every poflible 
perfection : and as you know not any ill 
of them, Chriftian charity requires you to 
believe jail that b go$d" 

" Were I to compliment them at all, it 
Should be, not as men of elevated Rank or 
fplendid Fortunes, but as men of Virtue and 
geod Senfe, which is the only diftinition I 

revere* 
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revere. Yet if they be the former, they 
wiU detcft flattery ; if the latter, they will 
eafily penetrate through my fervile defigns/ 



w These fylogiftical ifs, Mr. Buncle, are 
very troublesome : they interrupt the ufuat 
courfe of bufinefs ; and they will prove 
very unprofitable both to you and me" 

* Then, fir, to adapt my language to my 
fobjeft, and not to be fufpc&ed of palliat- 
ing a meannefs which I abhor, I will fpeafc 
in plainer terms. Dedications are, accord- 
ing to the ulual ftile of them, the groflfeft 
infult a man can poflibly commit. Sur- 
charged as they be with naufeating falfe- 
hoods, they fpeak thefe honeft truths ; viz. 
that the adulator is a knave, and that he 
treats his patron as a Fool. It equally 
moves my indignation, to obferve an Au- 
thor fit down to invent a certain quantity 
of extravagant compliments, in order to 
fcoth the ear of a frail mortal, like him-, 

* fclf, 
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feif, and to fee his Patron fit patiently and* 
cordially to receive them. The mod per- 
fetl of human chara&ers is yztfallibk. Na 
genuine portrait of any man can be drawn- 
without the ufe of Jhades. But in this fpe- 
cies of painting, the hrigbujf colours alone 
are 4 to be employed ; one darker tint would 
deftroy the whole : — every portrait therefore- 
mud lofe its likenefs •, — it muft befa/Ji. 

* Besides, I fltould be forry to injure 
the perfon whom I attempted to celebrate,* 

" Injure him % what do you mean I" 
•' Why, fir, 

" Praife undeferved, is (candal in difguife. , ' 
So many tranfceiidant virtues are daily^ 
lavifhed upon the Wortbhfs* that when- 
1 fee an author' take fuch pains to 
prove his patron fuper^excellent, I am 
tempted to fuppefe he is varnifhing over 
fome infamous flaw in his chara&er. The 
panegyrift may, perhaps, fatisfy his con- 
science* 
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fciencc by calling it Irony ; but it is rather 
too cruel to hold a man up to public con- 
tempt,and endeavour to render him vain of 
his accooiplifhments, at thq fame inftant." 

« 
" These refined fpeculajions,Mr. Buftqle, 

will not fill our pockets. ' If you have any 

regard for your work, or intend that I fhould 

get any thing by you, prepare a handfome 

dedication I fay, and look out for fome one 

to whom you may infcribe ifc" 

c< Well, fir, though I comply with your 
humour in writing a dedication, I fhall 
confult my own in the choice both of fub- 
jeft and manner. — -However, don't be 
ftartkd, for I fhail addrefs myfclf to fuch 
IjLefpe&able Perfonages, that the firft no- 
bleman in the realm would not be dis- 
graced by an alliance with them. Give me 
pen, ink, and paper/ 

I retired into a parlour behind the 
fhop, and wrote the following. 
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^ TO 



RELIGION, VIRTUE, 

AND 

PLEASANTRY. 
May it pkafe your Exeellenci(s y 

So finccrcly do I det eft adu- 
lation, and in fuch a fovcreign 
contempt do I hold the fervility 
of moft Dedications, that I had 
refblved, fl&ould it ever be my 
lot to commence Author, to o- 

mit 
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mit that ceremony altogether, 
and fend my productions into 
the world, without either Friend 
or Patron ; rather than pure hale 
the one or the other, by offering 
up to Vanity, the incenfe of 
Falshqod. But no fooner did. 
I think of laying this little pro- 
duction at your feet, than thde 
my refolutions vanished ; as in 
truth, every objection was at 
once removed- 

To you, fair ladies, and to< 
you alone it is, that in faying the 
poUtefty we are able to. fay the 

truefi 
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truefi things, without the moil 
diftant charge of Flattery. Nor 
is there any danger of miftake, 

were we to lavifh upon you, the 
mofl excellent^ right reverend, of 
right honourable Titles upon earth. 
Ye are the standards of what 
is great, goody beautiful and hap- 
fy I The characters of all men 
-are alone eftimatcd, according to 
their proximity to your model. 
It is you, whom we admire in 
every good and upright, and 
happy Being — Under your influ- 
ence, mortals may be as Gods 

upon 
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upon the earth, at once enjoy- 
ing, and communicating felicity I 

What, O Pirty, whai could 
we not affert in thy praife I 
Thou art the balm of life :— ** 
the heft antidote to its numerous 
ills.— Thou gildcft the black 
cloud of calamity ;^— and thou 
teacheft Man, like- a fkilful 
mariner, to defcry the fairefi 
nbedther, through the moft bois- 
terous ftorms. Thou ena- 
bleft him to ride the rougheft 
waves of adverfity, laughing at 
the rude winds which raifed 

them— 
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tbenh — Thou art the poor man's 
Wealth, yea, the Richeft without 
thee are poor indeed. The 
Good love thee ; the Wicked 
acknowledge thine excellencies, 
and like their father ', the Devil, 
bplicut and tremble. Thou art 
the fourcc of tranfporting hope 
to all thy faithful Votaries. Nor 
can Mortals be willing to fare* 
go riie happtneft thou daft pro~ 
mife, and reft contented with the 
portion, of B&utes, until their 
vices have rendered them viler 
than the beafts in their flails, 

and greater vermin upon the 

earth 
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earth than thofe which infect 
their habitations ! 

Virtue, thou folk! good ! 
Thou art but another name for 
Order, Harmony, and Peace ! 
Thou doft implant peace within^ 
and fecure it from without* Ac- 
tuated by thee, the moral World 
would move on fmoothly and 
equably, like one well ordered 
machine, whofe every wheel 
turns true upon its axis, and 
contributes its part to the regu- 
larity of the whole — Were mor- 
tals under thy kindly influence* 

Tyranny 
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Tyranny would ceafe ; Oppref- 
fion would beno more; Treache- 
ry, low Craft, Selfifhnefs, would 

take their flight to Hell: Tem- 
perance, Integrity, Benevolence, 
would dwell for ever amongft 
us. The Sons of confufion and 
rapine alone would lament the 
change. The Altars of fangui- 
nary laws would be bereaved of 
the facrifices : Our Courts of 
juftice would become deiolate : 
Advocates and Counfellors,whofe 
pliant confciences attack or de- 
fend dhee, as Inter eft beckons, 
Would hold down their heads like 

a bul- 
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rujhy and mourn the lofs of their 
prey ! Under. thy aufpicious cul- 
ture, the human mind would 
pu(h forth every ornamental 
Grace, and be rendered fit to be 
tranfplanted to a happier foil; yea, 
it would be prepared for the en- 
joyment of that Being, whom 
thou haft taught it to imitate ! 

And as to my lively friend 
Pleasantry, Ihe will rejoice to 
be addrefled as the genuine off- 
spring of Religion and Virtue. 
Vicious and undifcerning minds, 
indeed, have frequently miftaken 

thee, 
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i 

thee for that Harlot Clamorous 
Riot 5 and eagerly fearch after 
thee in the hud laugh \ railed by 
the profane or obfcene jeft.— 
But they find thee not.-r-Thy 
abode is with Innocence alone — 

r 

Thou dwelleft in the bfeaft that 
is attuned to chearfulnefs> by 
being calm within, or fweetly 
agitated with the tranfporting 
hopes of future blifs ! 

Go on, lovely Maid ; conti- 
nue to«gladden the' days of thy, 
venerable parents. Let thy, 
cheary and enlivening company 

recom- 
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recommend thee to the world : 
let thy " heart-eafing mirth*' 
efface each furrow from the brow 
of the Religious ; — chafe away 
each gloomy idea from thofe to 
whom " loathed melancholy'* 
belongeth not. Let it convince 
mankind that to be pious and 
good, js the only way to be 
chearful and happy I 

IT is, MOST EXCELLENT FAIR 

. ones, becaufe ye are fo imme- 
diately formed for the fodiety of 
each other, that I have ventured 
to unite you in this addrefs. Nor 

can 
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can you, notwithftanding your 
various degrees of excellency, fuf- 
fer a feparation, without Tome vi- 
olence being committed upon 
yourperfons. Th'ole,0 Religion, 
who would fever thee ft om Vir* 
tue^ pervert thy lovely nature, 
and (ink thee. into vile -Hypocri- 
Jy— -Thou, Virtue^ \yithout Reti- 

m 

giotij art but cold and hopelefs 
Philofbphy — 'And thou, Mirth, 
indulged without the fan&ion of 
both, -bece'theft the mere .laughter 
of fools / 

Unite, ye fifter Graces, unite 

D your 
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your force againft the vain max- 
ims, and del u five pleafures of 
the world. May the number of 
your admirers daily increafe ! — 
Let all men love, where Love 
may be indulged without Jea- 
loufy ; — for fuch is the nature of 
your charms, that ye can beftow 
them liberally upon each votary, 
and yet their luftre {hall not be 
fullied, nor their value diminish- 
ed — N a y j t ne m ore we are cap- 
tivated by them, the more mall 

we love and congratulate each 
other ! 



Accept 
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Accept the following pages 
from the hands of one, who has an 
ardent defire to reprefent you in 
a juft light : Whofe foul is 
vexed to fee you reviled^ by 
thole ye would befriend; and 
whofe bofom glows with honeft 
indignation, when he, beholds 
rafh Profanenefsy ignoble Vke y 
and defpicable Hypocrijy, pur- 
fued and worshipped inftead of 
you I 

If there be aught in thefe 
fheets, calculated to vindicate 
your honour, permit me to lay 

D2 them 
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them at your fcet y as a token of 
the fmcere Refpedt and Venera- 
tion with which 

I am., 

Xe worthiefi Fair, 
Tour tnoft devoted Servant, 



J. B. 



London, 
May 10, 1775. 



My 
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My friend was fufficiently pleated with 
the dedication itfelf; but he feemed to 
think that the Perfonages to whom it was 
addrefled, were not fufficiently refpc&able: 
and, as a term of treating with me, in fitted 
upon my prefenting it, with a few trivial 
alterations, to three Maids of Honour, or 
Ladies of the Bed-chamber, whom he would 
recommend to my notice. 

I recollected the words of my motto, 
and bid him adieu. 
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X Uiflent tous lei homines fe fouvenir qu'ils font 
freres ! QuMs ayent en horreur la Tyrannie ex- 
ercee fur les amcs, comme ils ont en execration 
le brigandage qui ravit par la force, le fruit de 
Tinduftrie paifible ! 

Vohtirtfut UinUUrantu 
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JOHN BUNCLE, junior. 

r 

J\ M I ever to be the dupe of fagc 
advice, forced upon me by the offici- 
ous ? A brother of the quill is now teaz- 
ing and wherreting, roe, to write, a Pre- 
face. He fays, and I fuppofc he fpeaks 
from experience, that a fuitable pre- 
face is a well timed prologue, which 
often fares a bad play.-— He advifes me 
to aflure the public, in the moft refpe&ful 
terms, that thefe letters were merely intend- 
ed for private infpe&ion,— *hat I am 

D 5 deeply 
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deeply fenfible how unworthy they are of 
public notice,— -and yet that I rely with 
the utmoft confidence on the candour of 
my readers.— He defines me to alledge, or 
invent, a variety of plaufible motives for 
making them public >— to apologize for 
the freedom of fome fentiments, to crave 
indulgence for others, and a general par* 
don for involuntary errors. - He aflerts 
this to be peculiarly necefiary in a literary 
correfpondence, where it is not in the power 
of the moft obfequious Writer to fay a 
civil thing to his gentle Reader, except in 
this part of his work. " Sir, (fays he) 
the moft courteous Reader likes to 1>e 
treated with deference -, and if you expeft 
that he fhould attend to what you and your 
friends are chattering about for fuch a 
number of letters, the lead you can do is 
to make him a polite and infinuating bow, , • 
before you begin the difcourfc." 

I hinted to him, that my fentiments 

were 
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were too freely exprefled in the Dedication, 
for me to be guilty of fuch a grofs impro- 
priety. 

" It is an impropriety that will be very 
well received, I promife you, let it be 
ever fo grofs. I cannot have been an au- 
thor upwards of twenty years, without 
knowing the public a little. They will 
bear any thing, Mr. Buncle, rather than 
to be flighted. If you will not compliment, 
you may fatyrize them j if you will not 
laugh with them, you may laugh at them, 
and they will join the laugh with you • 
but, at your peril, fir, do not treat them 
with negleft". 

And now, my Readers, good or bad, 
be aflurcd that it is ^iot my defign either to 
coax, or flight, or fatyrize you. For as 
thou, who now readeft thefe lines, art to- 
tally unknown to me, I am equally afraid of 
coaxing a /<?*/> fawning upon a knave, faty- 

rizing 
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rizing an innocent chara&er, qr flighting a 

rcfpeftable one. And yet the advice of 

my counfellor is not totally deftitute of 
reafon : for, would any parent, who makes 
the lead pretentions to humanity, fend the 
fruits of his loins into the wide world, to 
be turned round and round—examined 
from top to toe~have all his impepfe&K 
ons laid open — alt his good qualifies . made 
light of, like a (lave at a man-market y— 
and perhaps be fnubbed, brow-beaten, and 
handfomely lafhed into the bargain ? 
Would the crueleft parent ; upon the faqe 
of the earth fubmit to this ? Or would the 
mofr partial think his favorite boy able to 
endure fo fiery a trial ? . No. He would 
lead him by the hand himfelf into life ;— 
he would do full juftice to his good qua- 
lities ; — he would conceal or palliate his 
faults ; — he would perfuade the world 
that they were the refult of inexperience or 
youthful inadvertency j and that by pati- 
ent indulgence and good ufage, he may ia 

time 
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time be made a inanr of. And. why fliould 
thefe Bandings, the. joint offspring of 
my head and my heart, be thrown warm 
from the birth upon the cold ground, to 
be kicked and trampled upon by every 

jackanapes that meets with them ? 

I know* but of one way tb pf event thi* 
foul ignominy ; which is, gentle reader, to 
introduce myfelf into thine acquaintance, 
before we travel through thefe letters to- 
t gether. We all have experienced, that the 
flighteft knowledge of a perfon is often- 
times the parent of favourable prejudices. 
Is these a vacancy for a* Barougbi or for 
any Office* my good friend ?' Thou wilt 
give thy fufFrage, and perchance thine in- 
tereft, for him, or for the fon of him, .with 
whom thou haft accidentally cracked a 
bottle of wine or two, rather than to one 
thou haft never proved to be an boneft fel- 
low. Doft thou want to cheapen lirtens, 
filks, or laces, madam, or fauntcr away. 

the 
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thy idle hours in giving fome ihopman a 
great deal of trouble for nothing ? Thou 
will certainly confer this priviledge upon 
him to whom thou haft had the flighted 
recommendation, rather than meet the face 
of a ftranger. Nor wilt thou, my Lord 
fo willingly honor a tradefman with {land- 
ing in his books, unlefs he has been men- 
tioned unto thee as one not undeferving of 
thy encouragement. 

Of this principle I may lawfully avail 
myfelf : and therefore will I make myfelf 
known unto thee, courteous Reader •, fo far, 
at leaft, as may ferve this my purpofe : be* 
ingperfuaded, that when thou art informed 
of my Birth, Parentage, and Education, 
thou wilt alio be fomewhat prejudiced in 
my favour, and the more gracioufly re- 
ceive this little work under thy prote&ion* 

i 

Be it known, therefore, unto all whom 
it may concern, that I am the youngeft 

Son 
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Son of John Bvncle, Gent, of marvellous 
Memory ; who leaped Precipices, tumb- 
led through Mountains, found wife and 
good Men, beautiful and learned Women, 

» 
« Where you and I all day might travel/ 
And meet with nought but /and zndgravtl." 

It muft be a matter of great indifference to 
the world, which of his Wives called me 
her Son, as they were all equally beautiful, 
and equally accomplifhed. But to {hew 
how much the community might have loft 
in me by a too early burial, I think it pro* 
per to acquaint them, that my Progene- 
trix was his feventb Confbrt ; with whom 
he eloped in the perfon of Mifs Dunk ;— 
whom he buried the feventh day after her 
deceafe ; and whom he afterwards mar- 
ried in the perfon of Dr. StainviPs widow. 

* 

From my Father I inherited a ftudious 

and fpeculative turn of mind : and if felf- 

love has not deceived me, I (hare fome 

2 portion 
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portion of his enthufiaftic love of Truth. 
Thecalmncfs and moderation, for which 
my good mother was fo exemplary, has,, 
on the other hand,, happily, qualified that 
warmth and impetuofity of temper, which 
was amongft' the chief foibles of my old 
gentleman. So that I have always found 
myfelf more difpofed to pity the errors, or 
fmileatthe weaknefles of mankind, than 
to vex rand irritate rny foul about them :— 
and, this, gentle . reader, I would earneft- 
ly recommend to thee, as the moft agreea- 
ble method of efcaping the thorns and 
briars of a troublefome world, which are 
fo- apt td prick and. tear every fenfiWc 
heart. But although niy parents bad thus 
phyfically united in my compofition their 
own oppofite excellencies, yet . they both 
contributed towards forming me of an ama~ 
rous complexion ; for which I am not e- 
quaily thankful ; as it has hitherto been 
the fource of all the afift&ions' I have fuf- 
fered in life; 

' My 



JOflN BUN, CLE, junior. 65, 

My father* took as much care of my 
education, as his paffion for rambling a- 
bout in fearch of adventures would permit. 
But. he thought it an article of the utmoft 
importance, to make me thoroughly ac- 
qjuainted with Balemical Divinity, in which, 
he. was, himfelf fo great an adept. When 
I was fcarcely twelve years of age, I was. 
able to handle my weapons with fuch dex- 
terity, that every Athanafian Combatant 
was afraid to enter the lift with me. My 
father triumphed in his fuccefs ; and. 
thanked Heaven that his darling fon pro- 
mifed to be as great a champion for the 
truth. as himfel£ Alas, good man, in this, 
refpedt he/ was wretchedly disappointed 'I. 
I know not Jiow it happened, but as I ad* 
vanced.in years,, my zeal for controverfy 
not only Abated, - hut was. turned into dif- 
guft. X-his might, in part,, be owing to r 
that moderation of tempen I received front 
my mother ; and partly, to being wearied 
of thofe endlefs wranglings to which I was 

perpe- 
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perpetually witncfs in my father's houfe « 
and which, after the lofs of much breath 
and temper on each fide, ended only in the 
vain triumph of one antagonift, and the 
inward chagrine of the other : and partly 
to the ftudy of ethics, which taught me that 
it was a duty to eradicate thofe feeds of va- 
nity andpaflion, controverfy has fuch a 
natural tendency to cherifli. 

But, alas ! This indifference to con* 
troverfy, has involved me in nearly as great 
difficulties, as my poor father had ever 
fuffered from his zeal. Though my wor- 
thy Sire was, (and thou knoweft, reader, 1 
that his cafe is not lingular) fuch a Bigot 
for enlarged fentiments, and fo furious for 
moderation, that he would be often tempted 
to damn a man for want of charity*, yet hie 
beheld the tranquility of my difpofition, 
ibmetimes with deep concern, but oftener 
with fo much chagrine and petulancy, as 

to 
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to render my fituation under his roof very 
uncomfortable. 

One day, as I entered his ftudy to re- 
ceive a lefture in moral philofophy, he 
was reading the following paflage out of 
Locke upon Toleration : " If men are to 
be impelled to embrace certain opinions by 
fire and fword, or obliged by coercive mea- 
fures to obferve certain forms of worfhip, 
without any attention being paid to mo- 
-rals, £5V." * Immediately he turned 
towards me* his eyes flafliing with refent* 
ment, "Here, boy, (fays he) can you 
read this animated paflage of the belt and 
wifcft man that ever exifted, and yet con- 
tinue with the tamenefs of a milkfop ? Do 
not fome drops of your father's blood boil 
within you, at the unreafonablenefs of your 
orthodox divines, who will not let others 
think for themfelves, becaufe they know 
too well, that every rational and intelligent 

* Si homines ignc & ferro, &c< Epift. de Tol. p. 4. 

mind, 
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■ « t 

i 

mind-mult dcfpife their unintelligible jar^ 
gon ?" This preface introduced many: 
fevere refledtions upon my indifference 
to. the great.xaufe of truth; upon my luke- 
wafmnefs, nay, t tataL want: of zeal, for the 
dq&rines.of primitive and uncorrupt Chrif- 
Uanity.. 

Stimulated by thefe. reproaches, I 
ventured ^o> anfwer my Sire in- the follows 
ing mapner. € Surely,, fir, I fhaU be per- 
mitted to ufe that freedom in expoftulat- 
ing with you, which you did not think in- 
decent in expoftulating with your Calva- 
niftic father* Nor can I for a moment 
fijfpe6t> that the fe verity, df your, refcnt- 
xnent will fall upon me, when you have 
oompiained fo loudly of the cruelty and 
injuftice of your parents upon a fimilar oc- 
cafion. A profcffed advocate for liberty 
of confeience will not, cannot, be fo incon- 
fiftent as to deprive another of that inefti- 
mable right. As, often as you fhall find 

me 
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me inattentive to the grand duties of reli- 
gion, reprove me, and I will thank you. 
But I don't find myfelf under any obliga- 
tions to oppofe my natural propenfity, and 
become the knight-errant of mere fpecula- 
tive opinions. Perhaps I might be able 
to vindicate my indifference. This I know, 
that, young as I am, I have {ccn Christians 
fo bufy in fettling their. faith, that they 
have fcarcely ^ny time left for praftice. 
I have feen them, inftead of receiving with ■ 
meeknefs and joy, the meflage fent from 
above, warm themfelves with metaphyfical 
difputes concerning the divine nature and 
perfonal dignity oftheEmbaflador. Andal- 
tho' this'Embaflador enjoins brotherly love, 
as the genuine fignof atruedifciple, are they 
not cutting one another's throats, tofhew 
their attachment to fome particular dogma 
of his peaceable religion ? In fhort, whilft 
they are taking infinite pains to put their 
creed in Order, are they not raffling their 
tempers, and lofing fight of that fpirit'of 

2 n^era- 
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moderation and patience, nay, of that fe- 
rioufnefs and piety, which are the onljr 
fymbols of true Chriftianity ? That very 
education thou haft given me, good father, 
and for which from my foul I thank you, 
has turned my thoughts towards greater 
objcfts. It has infpired me with an ardent 
defire to cultivate right principles ; to form 
a juft eftimate of things; to clear my mind 
from vulgar prejudices ; to approve and 
vindicate what I can difcern excellent in a 
cobler, and deteft villainy in a king. With 
much fpirit, and I hope fuccels, have you, 
dear fir, combated the errors and foibles of 
a particular party amongft Chriftians. 
Permit me, fhould opportunity ever prefent 
itfelf, to wage war in fupport of common 
fenfe and virtue at large ; and attack thofe % 
follies and vices to which every clafs of 
men are fubjedt. Thus, fir, (hall I under- 
take another department, in fcrving the 
great caufe of virtue and truth. Should I 
attempt to follow my father, it would be 

witk 
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with unequal fteps : this would be but a 
fcanty gleaning after a copious harveft j 
whereas there is now before me an un- 
reaped harveft of my own." 

This expostulation was pronounced 
with fo much warmth and energy, as might 
have convinced my fire, that I poflefled 
fome portion of the fpirit of a B uncle. 
But it was like oil thrown upon troubled 
waves ; it affuaged, in fome meafure, the 
roughnefs of the ftorm, but the fwcllings 
of pafiion ftill continued \ nor did they 
ever fubfide to a friendly calm. His en- 
thufiafm for polemical divinity, and ardent 
zeal for Unitarian tenets, gained the afcerw 
dancy over parental affe&ion. It was un- 
fortunate for me, and indeed for all my 
brethren, that we were ftrangers to this 
ipirit of controverfy 5 for he treated us ^11 
as perfons, who either wanted capacities to 
difcern the force or importance of the truths 
he maintained, or as aliens to every thing 

virtuous 



s. 
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Virtuous and ; good. Thk made our reG- 
dence at home' very uneafy to :us, and 
drove us into the world at an early age. 

The various fcenes through which the 
author of the Following letters has^run the 
gauntlet, are not fufflfciently intcrefting to 
licence him, according to my old gentle- 
man's expreffion, " To make any onepay 
for his hiftory," and therefore 1 fhall pafs 
them over in filence*. 



# The above will in fome refpeft account for that 
concife, but fevere fatire, our worthy parent has paffed 
upon his children, in the fecond volume of his Life, 
P» 137, where he fays, "As I mention nothing of my 
children by fo many wives, fome readers "may perhaps 
wonder at this ; and therefore to\gi*ve a' general anfover 
once for all, I think it fufftient to obferve, that I had a 
great many to carry on the fujeeffion, hut as they were 
newer concerned in any extraordinary affairs, nor ever 
did any remarkable things that I have heard of only 
rife and breaffafti read and f aunt er, drink and eat ■, it 
would not be fair, in my opinion, to make any one pay for 
their htftory:* Gentle reader, as I am already 
ftamped with the charade* of a fool, tymyowjr 

dear 
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In procefs of tiira, however, an oppor- 
tunity prefented itfclf Qf putting into 
. practice the noble refolutions fo manfully 
e^prefled to my father, A love affair, 
which had long been upon my hands, and 
which was attepded with as rrjany ^ap- 
pointments, embarraflments, and crofe 
purpofes, as ever filled up the meafure of 
a five ffaiilings romance, had fo impaired my 
conftitution, that in fpite of philofophy, I 
have narrowly efcaped falling a vi&im to 
it. Smooth Hope, which for a long time 
f iwam, like the pureft Italian oil, at; the top 
of all my misfortunes, (if you will allow 
me, kind reader, to repeat a greafy idea) 
at length began to fink ; and my animal 
fpirits, hitherto fuppofed to be full proofs 

dear father, I publifh thefe letters with . the more 
boldnefs. Fortunately for me, I have; now no 
chara&erto lofe,. and therefore the only ch&nce left 
me is, that they may be the riieans of recovering 
your good opinion, and of wiping off the reproach 
our dear father has entailed upon us. 

E were 



4Afl|c: w»p»M^ng'lTaft way, ancMeaving a 
wpicbyittfi 4l>ehirtd. j $Ms%M l attoour, it is 
true, afterwards took a more favourable 
,turn y and enabled mc to lay in a frefh ftock 
tofboth the above Commodities. But now, 
-alas, die Vefid became fo fhattered, that 
it ^oras fcarcdy able to contain them. Or, 
to drop a metaphor I can hold no longer, 
the weakly tftate of my frame Tendered it 
advifable for me to take ti journey into the 
(Country ;?fei thou wiltieemoreparticulariy 
sovjards the tfemdhifion ofthe'firftfetter, m t£ 
thy'pattenc^'gentiei^ader,x:arry*theefofar. 

The lovely Maria was at this time upon 
a vifltto a young lady in the weft of Eng- 
land. Thisyoungladyis, as you may natu- 
rally imagine, very beautiful, and in every 
refot&perftftJy accomplijbed, notwithftand. 
ing her infinite inferiority to Maria. The 
old gentleman, her father, whofe hiftorical 
name is Pranklin> hasrenderedhimfclf.no kf$ 

ton- 



r 
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co^fptcuQus for his t^ fined tjfte and amia- 
ble qharaifter, than he is fpr the largefiqfs 
of his fortune, and the antiquity of his 
family, &c. &c. He is alfo bleffed with 
two fons, who promifc to anfwer their pa- 
rents moil Anguine expe&ations, &c. &c. 
The e\deft, who is lately becopepf age— - 
Bttt.asjt.is always to t>e ^dfirftpptf, th/it 
the particular frieqds of the author pqffqfs 
every poffible eyqellency, a farther deline- 
ation of charaQprs is fqperfluous. 

I promised this little coterie of valua- 
ble friends, to tranfmit go them, as lpifure 
and opportunity might permit, a faithftil 
account of my peregrinations, fo far, at 
leaft, as they fhpuld feem iaftru&ive or 
entertaining. Thefe friends were pkafed 
to exprefs fuch fatisfadtion in the courfe 
of this epiftolary corrcfpondence, that be- 
hold I have ii^fenfibly written Volumes I 

E 2 My 
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My intelligent readers will eafily con* 
• jefture the reft. Maria, and her worthy 
afibciates, earneftly folicited me to make 
them public. They urged the pity it was, 
that fo many fine thoughts and juft obfer- 
vati6ns, as they . partially termed them, 
fllould be confined to individuals. They 

r * 

did not omit to remind me, that Know- 
ledge, like the cheary light and genial 
warmth of the fun, may be participated 
by numbers, without the leaft diminution of 
the influence primarily fhed upon a few. 

I, as is ufual upon thefeoccafions, was 
as earned in my refufal :• — begged they 
would not tempt me to expofe myfclf to 
the world ;*-*-mfifted upon the great dif- 
ference there was between relying upon the 
kindly prejudice of Friends^ however pene- 
trating their underftanding, and refined 
their tafte, and yielding myfelf up to the 
mercy of relentlefs Critics. 

TH£Y, 
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. They, on the other fide, did me the ho- 
HQur to laugh me out of countenance :*~» 
aqcufed my timidity as a ridiculous and 
ill-timed bafhfulnefe :— *were pleafcd to fay 
many more. civil things of me, and of my 
epiilksj than I dare to repeat, though my 
fioge$s itch .to write them. In fine, they 
wreftted with my modcfty for about fiut > 
years r which is a longer {pace than modefby 
h%s been knpwn to refill for fbme time 
paft ; but, like Jacob in the vifion, they . 
at length prevailed, though they alfo 
wreftJtf , with aft angel. . ; 

Or rather, this, friendly conteft termi* 
nated in the following capitulation. If * 
w«$ mutually agreed, that various trivial 
circymftaoces fhould . be expunged : as 
alfo.the.jft^5<^tfif cxpr^ffions in my fifties 
to Maria \ naturally conje during that thefe 
would be deemed mere rant and nonfenfe 
by every icy hearted mortal, though my fair 
coirgfj^iKkilt and myfelf, thought them the 
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moft iriterefting of any. And, left others 
fhould not difcern fo much light and heat in 
them as my indulgent friends, it was finally 
refolved, that only one Volume fhould be 
publilhed, by way of fpecimen •, and that 
the remainder fhould follow at convenient 
intervals, provided my Readers will evi- 
dence a proper inclination to continue 
witnefies to our correspondence, by clear- 
ing my editor's fhelvea of the prefent 
impreffion. 



i 



On* inconvenience attends this mode of 
publication. The introdu&ory pieces will 
appear too large in proportion to the num- 
ber of Letters ; but as this difproportion 
will'Vanifh when the whole colleftion is 
pyblifhed, the Reader muft perceive how 
much it is in his own power to obviate it. 
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LETTER I. 



SENTIMENTAL WRITING. 



For 'tis our way, (you know) for fear o'th'worft, 
Xo be before hand dill, and cry fool firft. 

IfiL it tbi Old Batcbtltr.. 



E4 
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LETTER L 



Uxbridge* July 13, 1769. 
To Maria. 

r 

oINCE you have commanded me, young 
lady, to give you a particular account of 
this my 'journey, and to defcribe the va- 
rious incidents I may meet with oh mjs 
intended rout, I hope you will permit oub 
correfpondence to be entirely in the SEN- 
TIMENTAL ftile. The fentimental is 
the only mode of writing we are allowed to 
adopt in this feeling age, were we only to 
defcribe, the pleafures of a puppet- fhew : 
And Purely no man who makes the lcaft 
pretentions to gallantry, would venture to 

E 5 prefent 
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prefent any other offering at the feet of his 
Dulcinea. In fliort, my dear, it is the ton 
of the times, and confequently we may as 
well be out hi Ac World, &s ftotto become 
extravagantly fond of it. 

" Say ye who beft can tell," ye Book- 
fetter* - 9 what Would become of all our 
Journeys, our Lucubrations^ our Peregrina- 
tions, our Plays, our Novels, our Romances, 
which are daily (howered down in fuch 
plenty on our thrice happy land, did they 
not contain this manna, this light aerial 
heavenly food ? Would they not be repu- 
diated by the moft voracibus ajhp&titc that 
c ver devoured a circulatingfibrary? Would 
they not foon be turned into thread-papers, 
or be found at the bottom of all the paltry 
in the nation ? > 

Ill-nature may fuggeft that this pre- 
vailing pafiron for fentiment is to be af* 
cfibed to a mixture of indolence and vanity* 

2 which 
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wjbieh iV^/w/w/ will fay, chacafterizps the 
p&fept g^nemjckm^ andL.ttofl*-' although* 
tfee^ir»«r prevents them" Awp .; thinking, 
the loiter u#H not kt them appear void of 
^hojqgbt* f&e corfequence pf 1/vfcich is* W~ 
tfcor* are ^ligedtathitik fo ftbemrrfoxh* 
feras wan«y : ! a$ ; tfce ii&gflwity ,»f thtjij* 
paftry-(jp$ks, maat^fl^cff$> and milli- 
nery fcirayhgs ^ <^ntjrn^l fogxipfeft pf ele- 
gancies *jjd datptaes* w3 fcves tl^if gyftom-T 
ers of polite *#fte a wor}d of trqqlpte •; For 
here alio tjaey Haw nothing a&ore to dp* 
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X»i* vm^jte«oIdnce aaay urge. B'ut' P 
knre to pm the beft.conftnft&ipaupon hu- 
mad .aftiaiw* aad iheigefone fcruple not to« 
aficrt* tJut xhis mcxicm Ja/rc of )ibtuirai?n^ 
proceeds from a univerfal rtfinmtnt in mo- 
rals, from that purity and perfeEIion in, 

virtue* tfhisfr jsftkes &o&HB*rtfjii pr <*fc#i- 
ore *hfc feafe&ral &o<k ,the &*Uy hm&°t &* 

times :. 
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times; as congenial to. our refined na- 
tures as the. element of: water to $he finny" 
tribe, or a pure atniofphere xa our organs 
of refpiration. And what confirms me iti 
this opinion is, the prevalence of fentiment 
even in the hours of the moft unguarded 
relaxation. Often may we hear the roar- 
ing fong at the tavern burft forth fenti- 
ment, and a drunken chorus re-echo their* 
approbation. Every toaft muft be fweet- 
ened by this delegable ingredient, or it is 
no longer relifhed by our refined pdates. 
Delicate pleafures to fufceptible minds is the 
common prelude to a debauch. Happinefs 
to tbofe who wifb it to others* will often in- 
troduce a bloody nofe. Fidelity to friends* 
and generofity to enemies, is propofed, or. 
loudly applauded, by the man who endea- 
vours to circumvent the choiceft compa-- 
nion of his bottle. I 

Wer* I to be' more ferious, and hint at 
one caufe, which I am perfuaded has its 

fliare, 
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fliare, your modcfty, Maria, might tempt 
you to think me ftill tabre in jeft ; or I 
fhould alledge, that a refined tafte, and ge- ; 
nuine delicacy of fentiment, appear fb at- 
tractive in the happy few of you who 
really pbflefs them, that it is not in the 
leaft furprifing, others, who do not poffcfs 
them, fhould envy and counterfeit ttefe 
excellent qualities. Though they are not' 
more fortunate in thefe attempts, • than 
the illiterate vulgar in their ridiculous 
affe&ation of choice words and dainty : 
phrafes, ■; > 

But, whatever be the caufe, I have no 
obje&ion againft conformity to this pre- 
vailing tafte.— Far from it— I really prefer 
gathering up good ufeful fentiment s as I 
traverfc the country, to colledting of pic- 
tures, picking up of cockle-fhells, catch- 
ing of butterflies, creeping after infefts, 
culling of fimples, meafuring of fteeples, or 
any other travelling occupation in which, 
2 an 
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an ambitious, trifler may alio feek renown* 
1 could enumerate a variety of fuperior ad- 
vantages k poffefifes^ but Iballooly mention 
one w two, which i^Qrc immediately conr. 

oeia myfclf. . 

In the fif ft pU^it is the cbwpeft. The; 
Urge^ j?oll^l^ o^oi^ht$ which a man: 
can decently lay in> need net Ceft im*i more 
t^an his travelling eatpentea. Sq that he 
muft run many miles indeed x before he 
runs out any thing of a fgwuift.^Whici** 
by the way, is not always the cafe wkh the 
other gentry, who are often in the utmoft 
danger of hanging jhrff *foeir fftatp upon 
the frtbdjkis of a J&ettk* &e antem* of a 
Butttrfy^ or the tonvchttion of a -£fe£ ; and 
cf giving more for a painted land (cape, thai* 
the proprietor, gaye fqr the. original terri- 
tory. , He is aHb at -liberty .to travel wbtn Y 
wktrt % land bow he pleads, — togp Eaft y 
Wtfi* North or South* by A?»i or te<tf *r-- • 
It makes nodificrctttc-^lf heitas but^r* 

within 
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within him, he will be fure to find incidents 
enough to ftrike out fparks in abundance, 
-*-*— Nay, the fmalieft incidents will often 
contain the moftyStf/— The infpe&ion of a 
town hall, parifti-church, market-place, or 
county prifon, which your common ciafc 
of travellers are for ever running their heads 
into, in order to draw /omething out a£ 
them, (hall not give rife to fuch Ihrewd re-* 
marks in a ftntitnental rambler, as a beg- 
gar, ballad-finger, or mountebank. H* 

can change the deferts of Arabia into 3 
fruitful vale > and barren fands become, by. 
his magic ' power, more prolific in gertis 
than the coafts of Galconda can boaft.— * 

> 

In a word, it matters not, one rufti, what 
fcenes our Sentimentalift meets with on the 
road, but what he has to fay about them, 

Therefore, to begin.—— 

-i— But the roads, adjacent to yon. 
great city are clouded with fuch a -con- 
courfe of people, fhouting, crying, fwear- 
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ing, begging, joftling ; and obftru&ed by to 
many vehicles of all forts and Gzes, that if a 
man had the fineft fet of ideas in the world, 
it is a thoufand to one againft his getting 
clear of the town with them; So that* the 
only thing which ought to engage the at- 
tention, of even a fentimental traveller , for 
the firft mile or two* is, in " my opinion, 
his own fafety s-^—for this comprehends^ 
you know, the fafety of all his future re-> 
marks and obfervations. 1 would advife 
him, therefore, to pafs through the inter- 
ftices of the carriages as cautioufly, and 
make his efcape as expeditioufly a£ poP 
fible. ' 

When he is fomewhat enlarged, obje&s 
will pafs before him in a more regular fuc- 
ceflion ; and he may animadvert upon them 
according to the humour which governs 
for the hour. And whether he br in a 
merry, ferious, benevolent, or fplenetic 

. . mood, 
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mood, it is odds but he will' find plenty of 
fuel to keep the flamealive, 



i • 



It was my lot— But I again co»re6k 
myfelf. A due attention to order requires 
me to furnifli you with fome particulars 
relative to my intended ramble, before I fet 
about thefe fame remarks and obferra- 
tk>ns. 

You may remember, my dear friend, I 
acquainted you, at our laft interview, that 
my JEfcuhpim had perfuaded me to take 
a journey on horfeback, before the feafon 
be farther advanced : And that I had ac- * 
cordingly been feeking after fome Compa- 
nion de Voyage to one of thofe places of 
public refort, where medicinal regimen 
takes the form of pleafure. 

A scheme, fomewhat conformable, to 
this defign has, at length, fortunately pre- : 
fented itfelf., Mifs H**** of A***, a 

young 
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yrang hdf uthbhv yam tate^feaitearofc 
me mention withgotat: fiitorifkip ahdrirtfo . 
pe£t, has received from her father, a fijm- 
moffs to return iota the -country : ^whiih 
the poem girl is, obliged iaame^atejy to 
obey v ami *hangp the gl^eriag. fieenes of 
the 1 gay tertrift for wfe*- ft* dwnaa *d»H •< 
aodr kkfipidf recefe. - Mrs*, P***f **, flfltfl . 
Mifs E****, have, however, adminiftgwrdj , 
fome cordial to her fpirits, by promising to 
accompany her, and fpeftd the remainder of 
the iummct at he* fathers houfei Thefe 
ladiea hafve booai wi(hmg fi^^^ieafe tt> meet 
with a tra^Hing Cictffo*} Mil thought , 
myfelf very IbrtifcaAe irfr betBglabte tft of* 
far them my fervicesv ; The conditions en* 
tttcly correfpond with the inttmioiis q£ my 

journey* Firft* we are torfpend a week or 
ten days at Buckingfeanl v Vrkh a rclarioB of 
Mrs. p*»**** f s . J (hould rather fay /ircy, 
fop my friend- Charles .aad .myfetfi h*ve 
determined tx> take up our head quarters ;4t 
Stow. From thence we are to go to Mate- 

lock, 
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lock, Buxton, Chadworth, and Manchest- 
er. At each place we are to ftay as long as 
{hall prove convenient - r and in our journey 
to* them, we arc to make as fhort ftages, 
and as long paufes as we (tall find mu* 
tually agreeable - y and when I am weary of 
my horfe, a corner m their poft-coach is at 
my command* 

Thcs much for our general plan. The 
under plot tt.as.fcildwc Several of our 
friends have agreed to fpeod a parting day 
at Stow, near Buckingham, the feat of the 
Earl of Tentple; whafe we are to affcili- 
tdc 6n fatttfday evening, The Weftmorc- 
land ladies, with tine detachment of our 
auxiliary forces, are to fet out early to-mof- 
row morning, defignirtg to take WinAfor 
and Qxfvtd m thtir rout. Another detach* 
ment is to fally fbith from tows* early oh • 
faturdaymotoing. I judged rt moft prudent 
to march as far as Uxbridgg tins after- 
noon, that I ifiay fpenda day with a friend, 

and 
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and alfo gradually inure myfelf to the 
fatigues of travelling, according to* the 
Latin adage, haftenjkwiy ; or, if you pre- 
fer the Italian, chi va piano vafano ; or, 
in plain Englifh, which I think quite as 
good, JIow and fur e. My friend Charles 
***** is prevented from accompanying me 
to this place, according to his propofal ; 
however, he will be with me to-morrow 
evening, and on faturday we profecute our 
journey together to Stow, the place of 
general Rcndezvtiiz. 

* i 

I promise myfelf great pleafure from 
this expedition-— The party willconfift of 
intimate friends. Derbyftdre is a county 
I have often defired to vifu, upon account 
of its natural curiofities ; and where, if it . 
anfwer my expectations, I intend to ram- 
ble for two or three weeks, as my good fa- 
ther did amongft the wilds and precipices 
of JVeftmoteland. — I feel my fpirits, which 
have fo long been depreffcd by. ill fortune * 

and 
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and ill health, difpofed to give themfelves 
a holiday. I believe, my dear friend, they 
. would entirely recover their wonted elafti- 
city, and* be tuned to vibrate in unifon 
-with every pleafing objeft around me, 
were you but with me. To* compenfate 
for this difappointmeht as much as poffi- 
ble, I will religioufly obfcrve my promife, 
and convey to you as opportunityftiall ferve 
fuch a tranfeript of my journal as may ap- 
pear interefting or amufing. 

• 
Now then, my friend, you fee me 
mounted in good earneft : But before I fet 
forward, I beg leave to whifpef a word in 
your ear. It is only to inform you, that 
however I may manage my Steed, I intend 
to give the reins to my imagination. It is 
co be hoped, for the fake of us both, that 
fhe will never want a fpur, though I be- 
lieve (he will not often be fo friflcy as to 
demand a curb. It is poffible that I may 
travel a great way without uttering a fylla- 

ble, 



\ 
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We, butihowWthc prefent talkative hu- 
mour continue, I rather fufped the con- 
trary. When you are tired of ray coroe- 
fpondence, let me know it, for until you 
give me a friendly hint, I (hall think my~ 
felf lipenced to write on, though npnfenfc 
flow out with the ink. Ajiieu, 
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LETTER II; 

Uxbridge, Juty 14, 1769." 
ToMaria; 

My dear Friend, 

X HIS fentimental Hobby-horfe ran away 
with me fo faft yefterday, that I had like 
to have forgotten the principal defign of 
my Letter ; which was to fketch out the 
plan of our future journey. To rufli into 
the very marrow of the fubjedt at the firft 
onfet, would be deemed, I fuppofe, contrary 
to every rule of regular hiftoriography ; yet 
1 thought it preferable to lofe fight oftbefe* 
than that fo many fine thoughts Ihould 
be ftifled in their birth, merely becaufe they 
came a little before their time* 

F But 
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But I am not much concerned about 
the above rules, provided I can obferve 
thofe of found -policy* And may I not 
hope, Maria, that thefe few fentimental 
ftrokes at the beginning, are confonant 
with the trueft policy ? Have they not 
already operated. like ready oafli to a young 
tradefman; and by enabling me to an- 
fwer the firft demands * cftablifhed at once 
my credit for wifdom? And this point gain- 
ed, I can afford, you know, to be as great 
an oeconomift of it as I pleafe. Every thing 
I flull advance in the future, will doubtlefs 
have great weight, whether I deign to give 
tny reafons for it or not; as the capacity of 
doing good aftions, renders a rich man 
equally revered and carefled, as if he ex- 
erted it. In fine, if I have but eftabliflied 
my reputation with you as a Phibfopber y 
I {hall pofleJs a full right and title to talk 
oonfenfe to the end of the chapter, 



In 
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In order to put this glorious privilege 
into full force, I was going to tell you yef- 
terday, that it was my lot to be in a meta- 
morpborfical humour, on my journey to this 
place; if you will allow me to coin the fifth 
part of a word. Some Demon, whether of 
Wifdom or Folly, I lhall leave you to de- 
termine, tempted me to turn Magician.-— 
It muft be either one or the other by the 
way, for I abfolutely difclaim all dealings 
with the Devil, as Prince of the Power of the 
Air * and fhould I treat with him as the 
God of this World? I am not more devoted 
to his fervice, I fuppofe, than many of 
my neighbours ; and therefore expedt no 
diftinguifhed favours from his hands* Be 
this as it will— 

* 

I amused myfelf with taking off the 
fhell, or externa) covering from feveral of 
the paffengers I met on the road, and with 
peeping at the foul, as {he was bufied in railing 
the Bulwarks of CbaraSer and Appearances ; 

F 2 in 
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in order to entrench herfelf with. Caugger 
focurity, atfiongft her favourite, yicea and 
follies wnich. lay behind them.. 

How little, faid J, are to to credit the 
report whiph an outward fliew makes either 
of human happinefs, or of the chara£ters of 
men! It is. very poflible that yon coach* 
man is more at his eafe, under die garb of 
fervitude, than the miftfefs whom he 
drives, in her dominion. Til try. Care- 
lefely waving my whip,— -which I find for 
conveniency,fecrefy,and efficacy too, equat 
to the beft Conjuror's Cap, Necromancer's 
Ring, or Enchanter's Rod of them all ;— the 
lafh of it encircled a fpoke of the Chariot- 
wheel, as it paffed me. 

The Lady had,, upon a fuperficial view, 
a very venerable appearance. And I was 
tempted to, in-iagine, thai: fee might 
be fome happy devotee ; who, having made 
a voluntary reflation of he*? place in the 

gay 
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gay circle of youth to her grand-daugh- 
ters, had bid adieu to the vanities of life ; 
and by a regular attendance upon morning 
and evening prayers, making cordials, 
elixers, and plaifters for the fick and 
wounded, with other afts of charity, was 
laying up as large a ftock of good works 
for the other world, as her remnant of time 
would allow. 

But I am fbrry to fay that my Horfewhip, 
in this inftance, proved an enemy to cha- 
rity. It difcovered to me, that though 
foe afFefted a placid dignity of counte- 
nance, yet, this was no otter than a majk 
to the deformed features of her character >, 
which were compofed of coquetilh va- 
nity, fupercilious pride, and wafpilh cha- 
grine. Her drefs was fantastically young ; 
and her delicate bofom, which (he gra- 
cioufly exhibited to every paffenger, 
fans cerettmhy fthrck me, who am t pro- 
fefled lover of antiquity, with the vene- 

F 3 ration 
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ration with which I fhould contemplate a 
drum that had ferved many a campaign in 
the Marlborough wars. A prayer-book, with a 
treatife concerning the prefervation of beau- 
ty, lay on one fide of the ieat, and a bottfe 
of Circafiian water on the other ; a knot- 
ting-ihuttle was in her hand, and a pocket 
Jooking-glafs lay upon her lap. This (he 
frequently took up and laid down with a 
ftrange mixture of complacency and petu-. 
lance. The cafe was, Vanity pointed out 
fome remains of a fine face, but Truth 
difcovercd fcenes fhe did not wifh to know. 
She faw, and fhe faw with the decpeft com- 
pundlion, that the hoary hand of Time had 
long beenbufied in fcattering a winter's froft 
over her once auburn hair. She felt, and 
fhe felt with anguilh, his rough chiflfel 
tracing furrows in her brow. She had 
often attempted, indeed, to interrupt the 
old gentleman in his work; and (he 
vainly imagined that by the afliftance of 
paftes, powders, combs, lotients, and 

per- 
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perfumes, fhe had counteracted his rud* 
attempts, or blunted the edge of his 
tools : while in fa£t (he was only allow- 
ing him an opportunity to fharpen them 
the more. Often did lhc endeavour, by 
languifhing accents and pra&ifed fmiles, to 
entice back the departing Cupids to lie 
in ambufh in her locks, or {hoot their ar- 
rows from behind her wrinkles. Furies 
were eager to occupy the poft, thofe young 
urchins found no longer tenable. 

Perhaps I had taken her at a difad van- 
tage ; a late unfortunate accident might 
have contributed its ftiare towards the dif« 
compofure which I faw predominant in her 
countenance. The morning's employ-- 
ment has been to depofit her plate, until 
the return of the next quarterage, with a 
pawn-broker of eminence, (frequently em- 
ployed by the nobility) in order to defray 
the expences of a brilliant rout ; in which 
(he was honoured with the company of per* 

F 4 foiis 
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forts of the fifft <3atin&k>n. ' B« « no 
one cati be o&mpkady happy in the prefer* 
chequered ftate, this worthy perfcnage hatk 
alfoher misfortunes : For notwkhfianding 
every effort to difplay her tafte- and mag- 
nificence, (he was totally eclipfcd the &k> 
reeding evening,' l by a la<iy whefii file fe 
known to -defpifej ahd whom (he has of tea 
madetheobjeft of herridicule, upon account 
of the inferiority of her xank and fortune. 

TriE thoughts of the Charioteer were en- 
tirely occupied about having his horfes pro- 
perly trimmed againft the next aflfembly- 
night ; and if his miftrefs will pteafe to 
pay him his wages, which have been -due 
thefe two months, he intends to buy him«- 
felf a pair of fecond-hand filver buckiefe 
upon the occafion. And he pleafes himfeEf 
with the thoughts, that thefe, in conjunc- 
tion with a parr of new white-thnead block- 
ings, will enable him to cut as brilliant a 
•figure among the Gentlemen of the Stable, 

as 
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as his mifferds in rivalling all the Belles in 
the Bail-Room. 

Tftfc driver- 1£ z *Wefl>Coufctry waggon 
next engaged my attention. This man, x 
quoth I, is condemned to quh his mid- 
mght Hi&mbers, and flowly to pace the 
dark and folitary toad, even in the moft hW 
clement feafons ; and fliat, perhaps, 'ritetefy 
to gain a fcrry pittance For a wife and nu- 
merous family ; while his happy matter is 
dombtkfs enjoying And enriching htfitrfelF at 
home, by means of the hardships afid fide- : 
lity of this his fervant.— -As I approached 
toward* him, I heard him-fche^fflfly r car- 
ifclfing to his team. Upon (lightly touch- : 
ing the hem of his frock with my Rod 6^ 
Intelligence, I found, that a wintert "great* 
coat* .with an oiUkinned hat, and a 
morning cfram, were fufficicnt barri- 
ers againft rain and pinching frofts •,«— 
that early rifing, was by habit rendered a 
pleasure ; — that his gains, tho* fmall, were 
fure* and that his only folicitude was to 

F 5 drive 
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drive the horfes with fafcty on the road, 
and take care of them at the inns.. 

But the proprietor is by no means an 
objeft of envy. Though the warm downy 
bed yields to his limbs, and he can hear 
the winds whiffle around him, fheltered 
from their rough blafts, yet anxious cares 
banifli deep from his eyes. Twice has he, 
partly by misfortunes, and partly by im~ 
prudences, become a bankrupt ; and he is. 
now upon the brink of inevitable de- 
ftru&ion. 

I then touched with my myftic Inftru- 
ment the carriage of a man of Quality. He 
fat mufing and penfive in one corner of the 
coach.— Doubtlefs here is fome fcheme on 
the carpet for the public good, thought I. 
— *He is deviling fome project to pay off the 
national debt..—. 

No* 
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No 5 it is (imply to leflen bis own, and 
ftop the clamours of his numerous cre- 
ditors. He has lately fold two country 
feats, and mortgaged a third,, merely to get 
rid of importunate vifitors* This waujd 
have given him a little refpite, hacHf not 
been for an unlucky opposition he met with 
in a borough > where the vain ambition of 
bringing in his man* has not only expofed 
him to the mortification of lofing his caufe, 
but has thrown him again very confiderably 
in arrears* He is now contriving a new. 
Vifto through ibme . woods,, to anfwer his 
immediate, wants. The difficulty is to con- 
ceal the motive. For he has made fo 
many openings and interfe&ions, to defray 
his exigencies after a run of ill-luck at the 
gaming«-table, or at New-market, that the 
found of the axe is already become the jell 
of the neighbourhood. 

As to his PoftillioB, Hilarity maintained 
her feat upon his countenance, nor did (he 
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fo much as flinch, at the brifkeft fiourtfhes 
of my foukfotrchiAg inftrumenk : 

Thb next perfbnage who pafied toe as I 
was iauntering along the toad, was a 
*tnerable Pontiff wefl mounted upon * 
proud ikeed, with a footman behind him. 
He holds a vicarage of 500/. per an*, pre** 
fcnted to him ibme years ago by a young 
Nobleman, to whom he had been travelling 
Tutor. As the tutor was a man of discreti- 
on, he knew when to accompany his charge^ 
and when to flay at the inn, and leave 
his pupil tt^purfae his own enquiries : And 
the pupil being a man of gratitude, has 
icwarded his fidelity with the above living* 
The other day a fecond benefice, of aboat 
300/. per ann. in vahie* became vacant t 
and thinking it might enable him to do 
more good in his day and generation, our 
pious Divine rode up to town with the ut- 
moft expedition, to follkh the gift of it 
from his quondam Patron. 

Bur* 



/ BtrT) uriltoWfitttety* ft* litrkfcjg was en-* 
gaged long before the dearth -of t!he incum- 
bent, to a noble Lord ; from whom the 
Patron expe&s corifiderable preferment in 
the State : and this noble Lord has already 
given it to the brother of his miftrefs, who 
has lattfy entered into Iwfly orders. 



./- 



Otm Ckrgymkti'te moralizing upon the 
various dHappointments the Children of 
God meet with hi their journey through this 
wildferhefs. But to allevme his afftiftion as 
ffiuth as may be, which is^ aHowed to 
£vtry man, provided-only he makes ufe of 
Utvsfid mteaforesV he has formed * worthy' 
rtffolntion'of ratting the ladies amongft his 
dear parilhioners, as Ibon as he fhall re- 
turn to the cure of Souls. 

€ Tax* tare, ybarig Genttemert, donV 



€ ride over roe.* 
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" Get out of the way then, and be 
" Mr. SoberHdes." 



4 Very well, Stirs, fays I, This is my 
* revenge/ and I fmack'd my whip. 

m 
* » 

One of thefe gay fparks, I found to be 
the fon of honeft country parents. The ex. 
travagance of this hopeful youth, had foon 
exhaufted the little (lore, their induftry had 
been long in colle&ing. He has loft, by his 
folly and inattention to bufinels, feveral 
favourable opportunities of advancing him- 
felf in the world : and his only immediate 
profpeft is a voyage to the Eaft Indies, in 
the capacity of a common failor j to avoid 
fome very difagreable enquiries* 

The other is a Clerk in a counting-houfe. 
He has this morning, robbed his matter's 
defk, to join a jovial party at a little diC 
tance from town* 

Humanity 
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. Humanity caft a veil over his future 
lotf 

But what chariot is that with the green 

fbades drawn up in fa fine an Evening ? 

The charioteer drives fo remarkably flow 

too, and feems to have fbrtiething of a leer 

* upon his countenance ? 

My Magic Whip loon rendered the 
blinds as tranfparent as glafs. - 1 beheld an 
elderly gentleman, aged feventy-five, of a 
very grave aipeft, araufing himfelf with a 
Mils of Sixteen. He is not like your young 
thoughtlefs Bucks, that are fond of often- 
tatioHy and that triumph in; their vices. 
No ; when he ftrays from the line of Rights 
he takes care (till to walk upon that of 
Prudence. He has a virtuous wife whom 
he- would not willingly offend, eJpecially 
as part of her fortune is at her. own difl 
pofal: and he has children,, from whom 
the cautious good man hides every appear-. 

anct 
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ance of «vih He therefore tifeei the fol- 
lowing method of gratifying his youthfei 
propenfities. 

This young Lady is boarded at a con- 

Trtnient h&ufe on the road* where {he pafie* 

for hfc niece. And befidtt frequent vilfts^by 

wayofenquiring after her health, he often 

gives her an airing in his carriage, as he re- 

turns from towns where hfe bufinefs, real or 

feigned, generally calls fciftvtwke or three 

times in&rtefek. . It rt kfcpoflible for the 

ooaclirtian «not tfe Mp&k > fctit his maftw 
know-how taloeep him difcreet : Aftd he 

finds it more advantageous to appear totally- 

blind to What he cannot prove* than &> 

hazard his mafter's difpleafore by imprvw 

dent infirruations. 

The Girl, young as file fe, plays her 
part to admiration. She tee- the 4ft to 
make a profitable capitulation at «*ery 

interview. A new j*eicht> by way of fub- 

duing 
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tktottg thfc ranteito «of her m6defty, or of 
pacifyirtg her fcrapfes, is always the term 
of frelh familiarities. He has • been 
giving her a pair of diamond ear-rings: 
and fhe khows how to fet down the extacy 
they inspire to the proper fcore. She 
holds them in the hand which amour- 
oufly encircles his neck j and gives them 
every moment fuch tranfporting glances 
and ogles, as were enough to make any man 
in his fenfes, jealous of his own gift : But 
fcur Lecher is infatuated enough to at- 
tribute her tranfports, to the charms of his 
delicate perfon, and the fire of his confti* 
tution. 

One incident made me fmile. In the 
ardor of his carefles, the upper fet of the 
old gentleman's teeth fell ' into her lap *. 
This rendered him Fomewhat confufed, but 



* An accident fimilar to this happened W a La4y 
recbrded in V Diable Boitcux. 

the 
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the girl with great prudence pitied his mis- 
fortune* and aififted him in re~adjufting 
them. 

You will be fuprifed that a creature fb 
young, lhould be miftrefs of fo much ad- 
drefs : but a fmall (ketch of her hiftory 
will explain the myftery. 

She is the only child of a Couple in 
middling circumftances ; who keep a fmall 
chandler's (hop, in one of the out-fkirts 
of the town. And as they are able to leave 
their daughter 200L they were determined 

* 

Ihe fhould have a genteel education. To 
thefe parents (he is under obligations for her 
prefent advancement. They had the folly 
to place her out at one of the nume- 
rous boarding-fchools for young ladies, 
where the fame education is given to females 
in oppofite fpheres of life ; and where every 
neceffary accomplilhment for a kept miftrefs^ 
or a girl of the town x is carefully taught- 

Our 
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Our Damfel, having good natural ta- 
lents, made great proficiency in her learn- 
ing. The firft week fhe thought herfelf a 
young lady, becaufe the Gouvernante and 
all the mifles gave her that appellation : In 
the fpace of a month flie defpifed her pa- 
rents as low-bred and vulgar animals, only 
fit to ferve in a petty (hop. In two months 
fhe laughed at all domeftic employments ; 
fcorned to take a needle in her hand for the 

iervile offices of making a Ihirt, or heming 
a handkerchief, or for any thing lefs than 

to work tambour, or the tent flitch. She 
next read romances— repeated love-verfes 
—learn foreign languages ; that is, lifped 
the Lord's Prayer and the Creed in broken 
French— played half a dozen imperfedt mi- 
nuets on the fpinnet— talked of young gen- 
tlemen— ftored every corner of her brain full 
of love, intrigues, elopements, &c. Thus 
was fhe, at the age of fifteen, rendered ripe 
enough to jump into the arms of the firft 
gallant, who fhould extend them for her 
reception. A Fretvh 
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A French Journeyman Frifeur, who 
attended the fchool; and whofe green 
long-waifted coat, clubb'd hair, worked^ 
ruffles, fringed cravat, foftened and rendered 
untSy by a general fuffufion of powder, en- 
titled him to the character of all^accom- 
plijhed, foon found accefs to her tender 
heart. But as it was not in his power to 
make her higher prefents than a tortoife-fhell 
comb, and a pot of artificial bearVgreafe* 
ftokn from his matter, the amour was ra- 
. ther at a (land. At this j unfturc, our old 
gentleman, being ftruck with the amourous 
caft of her countenance, rather than with 
any particular beauty of perfon, thought 
her well qualified to raife his languid fires r 
and he made her fuch offers as no girl of 
prudence could refufe. Efpecially . as this 
fortunate event enables her to ificjujgt her 
favourite paffion &iib, . For now it is in her 
power to carry on the intrigue with her firft 
gallant, at her eafe; and repay herfclf, in the 

arms of the youthful barber, for the irk- 

fome 
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fome. careJOfes fixe- is obliged to beftow 
upon her antiquated fwain. 

Behold yonder goes a brifk Spark, 
bowling along in his gay Phaeton, with 
all the. pride of luxury and pleafure. 
Hia horfes fly like the foaming fteeds 
of Apollo. I ftnack'd my whip. ^ and I 
found thai; akho' he, ha& eicaped with 
his life and limbs, yen he. has overturned 
his fortune,, and is driving headlong to 
infamy and want. 

Seeing a.lameojd man levelling the ruts 
with a fpade, Irode up to him : but as 
he was without dilguife, my whip was 
ufelefs. An unreferved converfation was 
fufHcient to furnifh me with a fliort, but 
melancholy epitome of his life. The prin- 
cipal incidents of which were as follow : 
He was feized by a prefs-gang, in the be- 
ginning of the laffi war, and hurried on 
board a tender. Upon pleading earneftly 

the 
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tl*e mifcries in which a large family would 
be involved by his abfence, the Lieutenant 
had the humanity to propofe, that it 
he would join the gang for a certain time, 
his releafe fhould afterwards be infured to 
him. " No, faid he, I would rather endure an 
injury than commit one." After being expo- 
fed to various dangers, he loft a leg in that 
celebrated expedition againft the Havan- 
nah.— His fhare of prize money amounted 
to 50/.— The hopes of returning to his wife 
and family with this treafure, confoled him 
for the lofs » ■ He returned. — His wife 
was dead.-— His eldeft fon had been hap* 
pily refcued from the infamy to which a 
pickpocket is expofed, and fent to lea, by 
the dire&ors of the inftitution in favour of 
deferted children ; where he was however ac- 
cidentally drowned.- An elder daughter had 
been at fervice, but was afterwards feduced, 
and died upon the town.— Three younger 
children had periflied in a work-houfe. — 
His exigencies being great and public pay- 

ment 



ON THE ROAD. 119 

ment flow, he was neceflitated to fell for 
five pounds his title to fifty.— With this 
he commenced (hoe-black. But trade illfijc- 
ceeding, he bought a wooden limb, a pick- 
axe and a (hovel; and now obtains occafional 
employ from the fuperintendant of the 
roadL 

Thus was this veteran in diftrefs the only 
furvivor of a numerous family ; nor had he 
a diftant relation to acknowledge him. He 
appeared as an ifolated inhabitant of this 
Great Globe, or like the maft of a wrecked 
veflel, railing its head above a tempeftuous 
ocean. 

Here, thought I, is mifery complete. 

But I foon learned how much appearances 

had deceived me. A confcioufnefs of having 

difcharged his duty through every ftage of 
action, and a releafe from greater fuffer- 

ings, has made the eve of his boifterous life 
tolerably calm and ferene. It is true he 
now depends, like the fowls of heaven, up- 
on 



\ 
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on Providence and the returning day for 
his fubfiftence. Providence and the return* 
log day have not yet left him destitute. 
Bread fufficient to fatisfy the rage of hun- 
ger, and the refreftiing brook to flacken his 
third, have been always in his, power. Nor 
is it unfrequent that he dines luxuriously 
upon the offals of an ordinary, or the pafling 
tribute levied upon the Humane; which 
fometimes enables him to raife even an ex- 
hiliratmg draught. He deeps at night in 
barns and ftables— yes, He fteeps y inftired 
by his poverty from lofles by fire, nor 
were his flumbers ever difturbed by 
the apprehenfion of midnight robbers. 
His prefent defires -were abforbed in 
longing for the refrefhing pint ; for the 
day had been fultry, and he was fatigued 
and thirfty. Thefe wants I loon fupplied • 
and a donation too trifling to be mention- 
ed, rendered him happier than numbers 
would be by the acquifnion of tboufands. 
He threw the fpade. over his flioulder, and 

i limpt 
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limped away rejoicing, leaving the morrow 
to take care for itfelf. 

But here comes Charles. Adieu, 

J. B. 
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Young day pours in apace 
And opens all the lawny profped wide* 



•Mufic awake 



The nodive voice of undiflembled joy : 
And thick around the woodlands hymns arife. 
Roufed by the cock, the foon clad fliepherd leaves 
His moffy cottage — where vtixh Peace he dwells; 
And from the crowded fold in order drives 
is flock, to tafte the verdure of the morn. 

Thomson's Summm, 
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LETTER IH. 

Stowe> July i6, 1769. 

To Maria. 

J\T that fwcct hour of Prime, when the 
Cock's (hrill clarion admonilhes the drowfy 
dairy-maid to awaken from her (lumbers ; 
and by the repetition of his harfh detefted 
notes, 'difturbs the delegable dreams of 
Strephon's love and conftancy, which had 
long pofleffed her amorous fancy, and 
which fhe now yields up with a foreboding 
relu&ance :— — 

——When the Neatherd, ftarting from 
his humble mattras, ftrewed on the floor, 
in the dark corner of a cobweb- mantled- 
room, peeps through the apertures, which 
accidents, or unlucky boys have made in 

G 3 his 
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his mildewed windows, and beholding the 
fun has already tipt the lofty fpire with 
gold, arifes obedient to the wonted fum- 
mons* and condu&s the kine to their 
pafturage :— — 

-—-When the calm Village re-echoes 
to the founding horn, and the. melancholy 
refponfcs of the lowing herd :— •— 

■— When the vigilant Shepherd winds 
over the woodlands to unfold his flock, 
that they may-feed in luxurious liberty :— 

-—When the Lark labors' his flight 
Upwards, acquiring (lability, and improv- 
ing his melodious notes, as every 'Chris- 
tian ought, the nearer he advances towards^ 
Heaven :■ 



-When the myriads of yonder 



thronged Metropolis, worn down by bufy 
cares, or exhaiifted by criminal indulgent 

cies* 
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*cies, fink in the arms* of; fleep, wid, for a 
little fpace, lie peaceable and innocent, like 
'the Chryfelis in its cone;— *-Save the pru- 
rient Citizen, wheton the eaftern iky detects 
feeling from the tavern, or fneakiog from 
the ftews, that he.may maintain a conference 
void of offence towards man, and keep his 
character in due repair againft the next 
xlc&ien to fome city honors 5—— Save the 
vociferating Watchman, who artfully an- 
*ttcipates the hour, that he may totter the 
iboner to; his fordid fhed j— ^-Save the dire 
~Son?*f rapine, Juft {retired . to their fecret 
daunts, land lttigbufly dividing their dan- 
^gerous fpoils $— ^Save the forlorn-Daughters 
uof infamy and want, who Pandering froth 
virtue and from peace, had laid -down their 
wearied limbs in folitary allies, and at. 
uempttod .tolreft their guilty' heads, upon the 
hard, unfriendly ftone ;— M-Save the aflem- 
;iried Children *ctf induftrioos poverty, wait- 
ing with, anxious impatience to be draugh- 
ted off by fupercilious tafk-mafters, to the 

G 4 arduous, 
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arduous, or hazardous employments of the 
day •, whether to build or embellifh the 
manfions of luxury, themfelves with fcarce 
a home j or to groan under burdens of pro- 
vifions, and furnilh their fuperiors with 
plenty, themfelves nearly destitute of the 
neceffaries of life $— Save the thrifty Huf- 
wife, who forfakes her couch to prepare 
the emblematic draught of bitternefs for 
this family of toil \ — Save the footy Infant* 
who, born to immediate woe, and ftranger 
to thofe foft indulgeucies which tender 
years obtain from all, is driven from his 
fquallid bed, and creeps along the ftreets 
with naked limbs and feeble fteps, crying 
his horrid trade with weak and plaintive 
voice.— 

• At this early infancy of day, did my 
animal fpirits, invigorated by foft repofc, 
knock at the door of my fenfes, and again 
open their paflage to life and a&ion. 

Birr, 
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But,. my dear Maria, I find this Pegafus 
fuch a hard trotting animal, to thofe who 
are not much ufed to ride him, that I muft 
abfolutely take breath, and be contented 
to inform you, in plain EngliQi, that be- 
tween the hours of four and five in the 
morning, my companion and myfelf arofe 
and profecuted our journey. 

By the way,, what a glorious privilege 
it is to be a poet L Haw it enables a man, 
like a dexterous cook* who transforms, a 
calfs head into excellent turtle-foupv to 
make the befit of every thing ; and furnifh 
from his own refources, rich materials to 
compenfate for the infipidity of incidents- 
Some philofophers have aflerted, that the 
fblid contents. p£ the whole globe may be 
reduced to. the compais of a middling fized. 
walnut. But I do imagine that thefe di- 
menfions would be rather too. circumfcri*. 
bed for common ufes,; and notwithstand- 
ing, its pxefent Ipunginefs, there is a great: 

G 5 advanr 
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advantage in the enlargement of its fur- 
face, fo as to afford ample fpace for towns* 
cities, pafturage, arable lands, rivers* 
mountains, countries, oceans, &c. In like 
manner, I humbly conceive^ that, altho* 
the works of the moft voluminous poet^ 
would be reduced to a mere fpeck, ftrip- 
ped of every adventitious ornament, and 
concentrated to plain matters of faft, yet 
that the variety of tropes and figures, pithy 
antithefes, animated ddcriptions, elegant 
circumlocutions, entertaining digreflions* 
and fentimental reflections, more than com- 
penfatc for this increafe of bulk. 

I shall for the future therefore,, wirfk 
m your leave Maria, take the liberty of 
turning Poet, whenever the want of ma- 
terials may render it convenient. But, % 
hereby folemniy engage, never to inililt 
your eyes with trivial occurrences* in the* 
ihape of a rhyming Journal Heavens 
9 preferve me from thefc crimes of a tmnar 

poe*> 



•kfe words bordered 'Wkh thirties* i*s <an «fe- 
-giant writer eapreflfes -it. By adhering to 
rthefdid resolution, it is true, many valuable 
l pfMleges «mft be given tip. Ifhall be 
prohibited from 'enriching ft*y J narmivis 
<wttit ihe p*f riouters- of a ftiittftf Uous din- 
ner, or the luxurious repafts ^f 'ah wak- 
ing, fhould it ever be my good fortune to 
meet with them. For thefe are rhyming. 
licences aloae. A Rhytnfter r it is wall 
tnovm, *fcay octebnate a whole larder if 
; he plettfes y while wfc writbrs of tumble 
proferaay not venture to do juftice to a 
tingle veal cutlet, or the cock that dreflfed 
it. Iflhis dafe of poets, may intrude a 
iarge bitt 4»f fere oipon their friends with 
4&*pto£uty, perhaps "with applatife, if their 
&*ufe 4ms but the leaft ifkifl in Serving up 
«dilh ; md wiiiie tJhey are fo dexterous as 
*o make die feveral articles of an enter- 
4ai*fment agree at the end of the lines, they 
»e allowed 4x> .remain totally unconcerned 

about 
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about the diforderly manner in which they 
may have ranged them upon the table. 
And vainly do thefe gentry conceit, that 
the rehearfal of what they ate or drank, 
. is a high treat to their readers, provided 
they have acquired the knack of jingling 
together the knives, forks, plates, glafles, 
and bottles. 

I bear no man malice Maria, nor do 
I envy thefe gentlemen fuch privileges. 
But I muft beg of them not to complain of 
the fuperior difficulties of their art, and 
bemoan their rcftraints, as feme of them 
do, as if all the hardfhips of compofition 
lay on their fide : were this the cafe,. I believe 
half of them could not be fp merry.— 
Let them lament as much.as. they pleafe, 
their being fbackled by Syllables-; and 
rhymesy to die curtailing- and maiming, of 
marry a fine fentiment ;— in my humble 
opinion, fix or eight feet are no defpicable 
help to. a lame thought } and fare I ana, 

that 
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1 
that in many cafes, they would not have 

had a thought at all, if a lucky rhyme had 
. not very mercifully brought one with it. 
Often have I obferved words jump with 
marvellous addrefs into the clofeft connec- 
tion with the preceeding line, when a dull 
profaift would have thought them at leaft 
a dozen leagues diftant. And I have felt 
myfelf as furprifed and diverted at their 
fudden appearance, as a Clown at the the* 
atre, when he beholds Harlequin leaping 
upon the ftage from the pit, out of a 
cloud, an egg-fhell, a tomb, a cloak-bag, 
or a fruit bafket. And indeed the chief 
fentiment they both bring with them is, 
bow the duce came you here ? 

But to return td my narrative;. 

Whether .my. filent companion was 
difturbed earlier than ufual, fo that his 
animal fpirits had not acquired force fuffi- 
sieitf to keep the doors more than half 

ope*-* 



open ; ^whether the fatigues >6f -ycfterday 
were not flcpt away ; whether it vras his 
cuftom to devote the firft minutes to me- 
ditation ; or whether thewamt-df a break- 
faft had prevented him from collecting his 
thoughts, hath adt yet appeared. The 
■utmoftlknOw of this intricate fubjeft k* 
that except thanking Heaven for a £oe 
•morning, and exprdffiag a flight approtm~ 
tion of the country feats, pleafing lawns* 
and retfVefhing rivulets, as we pcrffod them, 
fcarcety was there * connc&ed fentenoe 
exchanged bet ween us^ untii "wearriFed at 
Messjekden, the place where *we had ap- 
-pointed to brcakfkft* 

A jolxy, hofpitable-faced-landtord^ 
fitting upon a bench by the gateway of 
the inn, was the firft objeft that efiedtu^ 
ally roufed my companion ifrom fois re* 
'roie. 

t? Tan* 
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•* This is the beft fign of goodiiving 
we fhall probably meet with in our way,, 
quoth Charles, and may 1 ftarve if I pals 
it by* 

The landlord, perceiving us to diredt 
<eur courfe towards his caravanfary, ad- 
pranced -with a manly freedom, and per- 
ibrmed all the duties of his office with a 
-politeneis, which indicated him to pofFcfe 
the genuine Iprrit of holpitality. 

My friend, a&uated by fomething of 
an inftin&ive impulfe, arifing I fuppofe 
from a refcmblance of charafter, iprung 
from his horfe, and gave our hoft as cor- 
xlial a (hake by the hand, as if he had 
•been the intimate of his childhood ; al- 
fedging with a jocuhr but inoflfenfive tone y 
ihat his foul fat with as much eafe and 
•dignity on his countenance, as his portly 
corporation had lately done upon the 
Ibench, . 

Charles 
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Charles was fo (truck with the man- 
ner of his addrefs* that he could not for- 
bear giving it a paraphrafe, as we walked 
up the yard together, " How different 
are the ideas conveyed by the rnodeft wel- 
come of our honed hoft," fays he, " corri* 
pared with the vociferations pf a buftling 
landlady, who would have alarmM the whole 
neighbourhood in five minutes, becaufe two 
gentlemen think fit to take a breakfafl: 
with her -„ and who, by the loudnefs, of 
her voice, and the violence of her gef- 
tures, would have given much ftronger 
indications of , felf-confidence, than of 
fblicitude to oblige her guefts. Nor 
is it the foft infinuatiftg tone of an impo* 
fing fcoundrel, whofe fawning accent, and 
. fervile air would have fuggefted* " Gen* 
tlemen, you are as welcome to my hoqfe 
as the heedlefs fly to the web of the infir 
duoas fpiden I give you leave to. treat 
me with what indignity you pleafe j I fhall 
only feek reprifals in the items of your 

bill.. 
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bilL" Whereas this open face declares, " I 
.am glad to ferve every, one of my fpe- 
cies, who wears a decent form, and am as 
ready to adminifter to your wants, as an 
hofpitable eaftern to refrefh the fpirits, and 
rejoice the hearts of the weary pilgrim. 
And tho* I am under a neceflity to re- 
ceive a gratuity, — for it is by taxes levied 
upon you, that I am enabled to accommo- 
date others ; yet I promife you my accom- 
modations fliall demonftrate, which of us 
will receive the greater benefit of the two/' 

You perceive by this ipecimen, that 
my companion makes fome pretenfions to 
ikill in phyfiognomy. Indeed he confiders 
it as an invariable axiom, that words are 
entitled to no other credit, than what their 
accompaniments can procure them. Ver- 
bal expreffions, he remarks, do little more 
than propofe the subject ; it is the coun- 
tenance, the tone of voice, the accent, the 
gefture, which interpret their genuine fig* 

nification* 



irifieation* Policy m*Y di&Ste the One, 
-but it is fftf/*^ which di&4tes the 6thtt» 
And alas, adds my mortlift* What is thfc 
ftudy of humanity more, than learning 
how to detedt mankind in the a& of 
•giving themfeives the Ik I 

Otm hofl: really proved 'an .exception 
'from this too general rule, according to 
my -friends expectations, binding we were 
difp6fed to take a walk, wh9e our break- 
l ftft -was 'preparing, lie Undertook to be 
our guide, and fliewed us the little fihgu- 
-larities of -the place, which are always the 
*pridc of the inhabitants* and: frequently 
a tranfient amufement to the idle paflfen- 
gen : He then condufted us 'to* his farm,, 
and pointed our to nis the alterations and 
improvements he had -lately made upon, 
•thepremifes, Afterwards he ledus into his 
garden, and entertained us with exhibiting; 
divers aflbrtments of curious 'plants, fruits 
and flowers j and heieemed to think him- 

felf 
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4clf amply: repaid fbr his attendance, ,bjr 
thofe genuine expreffions of approbation, 
which the neatnefs, variety, and tafte, ex* 
Jribited in this delightful fpot, extorted 
.from us. 

* • * 

The upper part of this garden was ter- 
minated by .a large and commodious al- 
cove, elegantly furnifhed, commanding -an 
extenfive and variegated profpedfc over the 
adjacent meadows. The landlord, 'per* 
-reiving that Ave were tfharmed with thfe 
fmiation, eeurteoufly propofed that tfee 
•waiter fhould<fer*e\up our breaks there** 
which propofition we chearfully accepted. 

t)fc for the pen of my worthy ~5ire, 
40 defcribe this enchanting * fcene, to do 
juftice to the bread and butter and deli- 
cious cream, to raife upfom.e fair philb- 
fopher to pour out the tea, and captivate 
our hearts! But this our fate forbade* 
And altho* gallantry requires me to ac- 
knowledge 
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knowledge Maria, that nothing can atone 
for/ucb a lofs, yet truth will oblige me to 
obferve that elegance, tranquility, and 
a plenty of the genuine luxuries of nature, 
had taken their feats within this rural 
tenement ; while the gay parterre, con- 
trolled by the wilder beauties of fields, 
hills, and woods, gave a delegable relifh to 
our repaft. 

These fcenes were much too pleafing 
to be loft upon my lively companion. 
They " unfroze the genial current of his 
foul," and fet at liberty his fportive fatire. 

f< Who can forbear," quoth he, as we 
were fitting together at the tea-table, 
" making invidious companions— as a 
lover of filth would term them— between 
this houfe of elegant hofpitality, and moll 
of the inns in town ?— where every fur- 
rounding objeft reminds you ofzprifinl— 
where darknefs and dirt are fworn friends, 

and 
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and infeperable companions !— where, upon 
your arrival, you are hurried from the ve- 
hicle through fcents, and fights obfcene, 
into a nook ycleped^ a parlour^ but to 
judge from appearances, you would take 
it to be the mongrel breed of a garret^ 
in fome fortuitous conjundtion with a 
watcb-houfe. The light, or rather dark- 
ntfs vifible of this commodious apartment, 
is either borrowed from the bar> — which 
indeed is but equitable, fince the bar was 
borrowed from the room 5— or h is catched, 
like rain water, from the roof of the build- 
iflg, filtered through a layer of fmoke, 
plenteoufly Ipread upon the lattice. Happy 
are thofe who can enjoy the day thrown 
off from a whitened- wall ; and pecqliarly 
favoured indeed, is the apartment that 
catches a glimpfe of the rifing or letting 
fon, reflected from the cafement of an 
oppofite garret window. 



« In 
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" In (bene fuch gloomy, cell, you fit 
down to, your turbid tea and rancid toa£b», 
if yon can fiad them* and if you can 
perfuade yourfelf that china cups, and 
& filvtr milk-pot ace equivalent to good 
cheer, you may chance to make a hearty 
meal-'* 

Charles was- now entered into the very 
fpifit of his fubje&i and as foon as we 
had taken our leave of the hoft, and wore 
advanced to a -convenient diftance from 
Mejfotdeny . ho began to exult in his tem- 
porary enlargement from the great city, 
in a ftiie, and with fuch an emphafis, that 
a, ftranger to his. character would perhaps . 
have called in queftion the foundnefc of, 
his inteHe&s. " With what pjeafinse* my 
friend Buncle, dp I turn my back upon . 
yon melancholy prifon! — upon thofe re* 
gions of fuliginous vapour !—*that afyluiQc 
of {harpers ! — that hot-bed of Satan ! 
fomwhence he transfers a plenteous nur* 

fcry 
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ifery of yeoanws, pkflts, inso a, ftiU war- 
mer. fa& j'^JLTppJi ypa fubwbs of the ia* 
fi?rm& vw&&;\ f A viier c^laay of Belzebub, , 
(locked wkfvtfye fwplus of his own ne~ 
fwiou^.tef?i«w$ ! ,f 

I r M$iWD. my, ranting,, j^ijofophar to. 
compofe his jnind a little y and Jiinted . to 
him that working hamfclf up ; into - fiwh a* 
ferment* wasLnot th* . way to enjoy this, 
enlargement. 

«* Yw : ai#^ifoke$v" %shc, u mine 
i$ AOttb^ Ungwg^ ofi af^jr^bntjof tri- 
umph ; a»d ; by ; rai§(i&' fu<Gh images i& my: 
mtn4 ajj'-.thnfe mo0r defcripjive of: that 
vUUfiotf $ fpptj Lenjey ftill r 4gfeaAer. hixury r 
it tk<onm& 

44 ; Can* I :beholdi" contmnes hfy. " thi* 
fplendid foulof day, whom,, had he not a 
makety I would this infant adorcy arifmg 
witfcncw^vigor over*bo^by* vdbsroimjd 

I hills, 
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hills, as if he had recruited his ftock of 
bleflings by his (lumbers in the Ocean ?— 
Can I contemplate variegated nature brifk 
and chearful at his approach, turning to- 
wards him to welcome his arrival, and 
like an affe&ionate bride, tacidly acknow- 
ledging that nothing but bis return was 
wanting to make her happy ?— Can I view 
the beauteous face of the creation,— enjoy 
the chcary light of Heaven,— wander over 
the widely extended profpe6t, where the 
wifdom and benificence of the Almighty 
appears in every part, and proclaims good- 
will to all ?— Can I fed the falutary and 
invigorating breeze, rendered (till more 
grateful, by catching exhalations from 
thofe fragrant bloflbms, and bringing with 
it all the odours of the fields ?— Can I 
hear the wild mufic of the Iprightly fong- 
fters, whilft they are pouring forth their 
notes of gratitude to their Creator, rejoic- 
ing in the gift of their little beings ? — Can 
I once more, enjoy the bleflings congenial 
2 with 
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with our frame, and which God benevo- 
lently intended to be. the inheritance of 
man, without entertaining a moft fove- 
reign contempt for the depraved tafte of 
a grovelling Citizen ?— Who, inftead of 
walking at large, like a free creature of 
Heaven, and beholding the open face of 
day, prefers the confined, gloomy, fuffo- 
cating, noify manfions of the town ! — fub- 
mits to be jammed in between two parallel 
walls, commanding no larger profpedt than 
the diftance of five yards in width, and 

twenty or thirty in length ! where all 

the variety he can boaft, is from ftreets 
to lanes, from lanes to allies, and from 

allies to courts ! and where, when 

he chances to lift his. eyes Heavenwards, 
he fcems as if he was peeping through 
the chafms of a cavern ! ——where the 
moft luxurious of the inhabitants are 
obliged, in order to obtain a little en- 
largement, to build their manfions in a 
fable-yard^ and in the full contemplation 

H of 
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of a dunghill f — where the air they breathe 
is fcarcely other than a circumambknt com- 
mon-fewer ; fo that it is a queftion whether 
it be purified, or contaminated by its hav- 
ing been already received and difcharged 
from a thoufend different pair of lungs ? 
—where your ears are infuked by num- 
berlefs harfli difcordant founds, and your 
fight is affli&ed by inceffant fcenes of ir- 
remediable diftrefs !—— where, in a word, 
the capricious inhabitants forego every 
genuine gift of Heaven, 6very luxury 
of Nature, -every thing that wears 
the appearance of cleanlinefs, peace, 
and tranquility, in order to poflefs a 
few artificial conveniences, which effe- 
minate manners, and a depraved tafte 
alone have rendered neceffary.— Thfc 
rural Beggar, who wanders from vil- 
lage to village, depending upon thfc 
precarious bounty of others, though 
he knows not where he fhall dine, 
when -he (hall dine, or whether he fhall 

dine 
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dine at all, upon dimming up the ac- 
count, would in my humble opinion, ap- 
pear the richer man. 

Our Orator was going to enter upon 
the fecond divifion of his fubjedt, which 
I fear would not have been very favour- 
able to the morals of a Citizen, had not 
our arrival at Wendover^ and the fcenes 
which engaged our attention" there, inter, 
rupted his harangue. 
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Stowt, July 16, 1769. 



To Maria. 



Y 



O U had reafon to exped^ Maria, 
by the conclufion of my laft epiftle, 
that I fliould have proceeded immediately 
to defcribe the fcene at JVwdover\ But 
my confeience will not permit me to be 
fo infufferably unpolite, as to addrefs a 
a Lady upon fubjefts which have, the lead 
connexion with politics. Yet, in order at 
once to gratify jww'curiofity, and fecure 
tny honor, I will refer you to the inclofed, 
addrefied to my worthy friend Franklin* 
junior, whofe honeft and public fpirit will 
not fuffer him to deem a little common 
fenfe, and a few plain truths, flowing 

H 4 imms- 
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immediately from the heart* to be the lan- 
guage of fedition, or of unwarrantable 
difcontent. As long as he agrees with 
me, and Mr. Pope, you fee I place him 
in good company, that 

" Worth makes the Man, — the tfrant of it, 

"theFt&m, 
" The reft is all but leather and Prunella? 

he will fuffer me to pour forth my indig- 
nation againft what my Di&ionary calls 
viUanyj tho* it may be found in men 

" Stuck o'er with Titles, and hung round 
" with Strings/* 

But, perhaps you may think me guilty 
of a tranfgreflion againft a more important 
rule of propriety, in writing to you from 
this place, without having firft announced 
my arrival in due form. Surely, Maria, I 
need not already remind you, that wc 
Sentimentalifts claim the privilege of fay- 
ing 



i 
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ing what we pleafe when we pleafe ; and 
that if we fay any thing in the common 
way, we fhould lofe our charter. In the 
prefent cafe, however, be affured that t 
am folely governed by the love of regu- 
larity. Therefore am I determined not to 
let you know a word concerning our fafe 
arrival, and having met with all our friends 
in health and fpirits, until the order of 
my journal (hall lead me to the fubjeft : — 
Yet I muft tell you one thing which pleafes 
me much: there is a profpedt of our flay- 
ing here fome days longer than was at 
firft propofed. This unexpe&ed change 
in our plan, will afford me more frequent 
opportunities of writing to you : -and by 
a proper ceconomy of my time, by rifing 
early and employing two or three unin- 
terrupted hours in the morning, together 
with a frugal management of the fcraps and 
gleanings of the day, I hope to be able, 
not only to keep pace with the incident* 
of my journey, but to fhew by my lu- 
ll 5 cubrations, 
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cubrations, that I am fomething of a pbi- 
kfipber> as well as.hiftorian. 

I have taken pofTeffion of an apartment, 
or Dormitory-— I hope* the name will not 
jdiffbfe any of its morpbetic qualities,— the 
fituation of which is delightful. My win- 
dows admit the morning fun, and com- 
mand fuch an extenfive profpeft, that the 
eye can fcarcely difcern the diftant hills 
from irregular fleecy clouds lpread upon 
the fkirts of the Horizon. The fertile 
country around me is beautifully diverfi- 
fied with woods, rivulets, rich pafturage* 
and fields of yellowing grain, and popu- 
lated by. the early funs and daughters of 
chearful labour. In the inclofures adja- 
cent to the houfe, or upon the fore-ground 
©f this landfcape, I am prefented with a 
pleafing fight of the jocund hay-makers* 
who, as Thompfon exprefles it, 

— " rake the gteen appearing ground, 
** And drive the dufky waves along the mead. 
" The rufied bay- cock, riling thick behind 



a 
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u In order gay. While, heard from dale to dale, 
" Waking the breeze, refounds the blended voice 
c< Of happy labor, love, and 'facial 1 glee.? 

Yotr may imagine, my dear ^flaria, that 
a fituation like this is- by no meajis fa- 
vourable to the office I am about to im- 
pofe upon myfelf ; which is n© other than 
to fit as umpire between my friend Charles 
and the poor infuited Citizens. It is ex- 
tremely difficult, I will allow* .to obferve 
an ex aft neutrality, of maintain a nice 
bias of judgment, only to be preponde r 
rated by truths in queftions concerning 
which the fentiments and tafte are already 
formed, and the choice finally made, Buf; 
it is yet more fb, in a fituation ^nd a flow 
of fpirits, difpofing me to vindicate thefe 
decifions. Can one who deleft $ Cities, be 
frppofed to fay much in their defence f 
who admires to a degree of Enthufiafnv 
the Ample and yet majeftic,, the irregu- 
lar and yet harmonious, the filent and 
yet enlivening fcenes of nature r ,can he 

be 
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be expected to advance any thing in favor 
of lath and plaijier 9 brick and timber > ranged 
in irregular parallels, and called Jlreet ?— 
or in abkng, oval, or rhomboidal forms, 
and called fquares ?— Can a profefied ad- 
mire^- of meandering rivers, flowery meads, 
bleating flocks, lowing herds, the pkafures 
of the fpring, the joys of harveft, the 
luxuries of autumn, the hardy diversions 
•of winter, the beauteous profpe&s of na- 
ture, the rifing and letting fun, the va- 
riegated clouds, pafe any fia Miring verdiflr 
upon confufion, riot, noife, darknefs, con- 
finement, and fmoke? Difficult as this 
tafk may be, Maria, I have refolvcd to 
attempt it. 

A principle of honefty obliges me to 
acknowledge, that my lively friend can- 
not be acquitted of partiality in his re- 
prefentations* H« has railed thofe images, 
and expatiated upon thofe objedts alone, 
which correipond with his own concep- 

tions* 
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tions, without touching upon cither the 
difagreeabk • fcenes that neceffarfly accom- 
pany fome parts of a country life, or the 
fevcral advantages and attradions in the 
city, which ferve as a counterpoife to 
thole inconveniencies he makes the fubjeft 
of his wanton ridicule : whereas it is alone 
by forming juft comparifons, that a true 
eftimate can be obtained. 

Let us therefore fee what may be urged 
on the other fide of the queftioru 

May not an advocate for the metropo- 
lis alledge, that of the many praifes be- 
ftowed upon a rural life, fome at leaft are 
due to that fcience, and to thofe improve- 
ments which frequently originate in cities^ 
and from thence extend their pleafurable 

effefts to the country * that the prin* 

ciples of agriculture, and a tafte for gar- 
dening themfelves, receive theirhigheft per- 
fection from the collifon of geniufes collec- 
ted together in towns- ?— and that were the 

Ruftic 
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Ruftic entirely left to bis own improve- 
ments, no man of tafte would be fond: of 
vifiting his territories ? 

Should this argument item too remote 
from the fubjeft,, the City Advocate may, 
with a more immediate appearance of rest* 
fon, maintain, that your poets and pain- 
ters fele<5t the cboieeft materials alone foe 
their flattering deferiptions * by which they 
deceive the fimple and inattentive into a 
perfuafion that the ruftic life, is a confliant 
round of innocent pkafures and amufing 
fcenes j-^ that peace, plenty, fine profpe&s* 
perpetual funftiine,— or green trees,, {had y 
groves, and cooling cafcades, juft as he 
pkafes, are the uninterrupted portion 
©f , the rural fwain.— He might afTert* 
that no man as yet has attempted the 
praifes of a cow-houfe or a dunghill,— noiv 
of a bog-ftytt either for its cleanlinefs, 
mufic* or odoriferous vapors ;-— and that,, 
akho' a general, idea of tranquility and 

abun«- 
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abundance may he excited: by the profpeit 
of a farmer's yard, yet moft pafiengers of 
a chanty deportment, will chafe to take a 
confiderable circuit, rather than pafs thro' 
it :— and he might add, that whatever his 
Mufe may like, the Poet himfelf would 
not be fond of rifing early, and treading 
after the heavy-heeled plowman until even- 
ing, over fallowed .lands, in a bleak, drifly, 
winter's day. 

May he not farther fuggeft, Maria, 
that the moft paflionate defcribers of rural 
felicity y have ftill betrayed their attach- 
ment to Cities /'—that Pope y notwithftand- 
ing he pronounces, 

c< Happy the rrfanj who t<* thefc fhadei 

" retires, 
c * Whom Nature charms, and whom the 

" Mufe infpircs," 

was well refigned to leave his lhades, 
Nature* and the Mufes y for the noife and 

buiUe 
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buttle of the town? For, does he not 
boaft, 

" Envy muft own I live amongfl; the Great ?* 

and does not all the world know that the 
Great are feldom or never at their coun- 
try feats ? The Mantuan Swain too was 
very fond of creeping to the court of 
Augufius. Horace wrote feveral of his belt 
pieces in celebration of a country life, 
when he was at Rome.* And it is affirm- 
ed, that the nature-loving Thomson, com- 
posed that Eulogy upoa early rifing, 

" Falfely luxurious, will not man awake,'* 

not only in the centre of the city, but in 
the centre of his ied 9 at noon day y and that 
in the very middle of zfinefummer. 

■ * ■ ■ ■ ii ■ i . I ' i ■ ■■ ■ w 

* O Rus quanda ego te afpictam. 

Sat. 6. B. II. 
Me quamvis Lamiae pietas, & cura moratur^ &c» 

■tamen iftuc mens animufque 
Felt * i 

Libv I. Epift. 14* 

But 
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But mcthinks I hear you objeft, * This 
•kind of reafoning is fophiftical, and un- 
fatisfa&ory. It is at beft a defence of a 
city life in general, rather than of the me- 
tropolis in particular, againft which your 
friend has chiefly pointed his artillery: 
and although it be acknowledged that 
fmaller cities may have their pleafures and 
conveniences, ftill to be enjoyed in con- 
nexion with the various advantages which 
the country affords \ yet, you will afk, 
what fuperior attradtions are there in a 
place where the majority of the inhabi- 
tants mud, as long as they continue there, 
bid adieu to nature, and everlaftingly fhroud 
their heads in darknefs* and cloudy va- 
pours 



V 



I answer, thefe are many and various* 
well adapted to a variety of taftes and 
characters. Some of them indeed are 
criminal, others merely frivolous, and 
others again of a laudable nature. If 

you 
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you pleafe, we will take a curfoiy view 
of the principal ones. 

First then, the Gay and the Ambitious* 
whole enjoyment is centered in making 
a figure in the world ; who are willing to 
embrace a thoufand miferies if they rilay 
but appear happy ; thefe will naturally 
croud to the metropolis, as to the proper 
theatre of exhibition. That place anfwers 
their purpofe the beft, which contains 
the larggft number of gy&i and without 
a fp&rk of beaevOlence in their natures* 
would a univerfal bUndntfs> render them 
eomptetdy wme&ed. Now* k is a felf- 
evident proportion, that thofe who place 
their happinefs in the admiration of others, 
mull remain ftrangers to pleafure, where 
there is no one to admire. The beauties 
of Creation can wear no charms to thole 
whofe attention is perpetually turned upon 
themfelves. Lawns, groves, and rivers* 
neither compliment npr flatter; but to 

this 
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this clafs* of being?, all other language is 
jafipkL With impatfence r „ therefore, do 
they fly to a fpot where that dialed: chiefly 
abounds. 

But the inconveniences attending fo 
great a conflux of the rich and gay are 
obvious. Their multitudes pall upon the 
fight, until an equipage and a dray cart pais 
equally unnoticed by the fatiated inhabi- 
tants. Or, fhould fhidied fplendor and 
magnificence be fufficieiit to awaken the afe 
tention of the publick, yet, i£ i may exppefs 
my felf learnedly upon the fubjed, thofe rays 
ofc admiration ane ubhappily diyldcd and 
fob-divided into a thouferad enfeebled and 
diverging fragments,, whkh each fondly 
wiihes to be colle&ed in . one focus*, and 
centered upon; himfelf. 

Vfirn thefe we will afibciate the num- 
bers who caafider Pkafure as the firft bu- 

fmefe, the worthy purfuit of life. And to 

fuch 
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fuch London is the grand mart of plea- 
fures, the very Paradife of Mahomet \ 
where they may revel the whole circle of 
the hours, in fcenes of the moft refined, 
or of the grofleft difiipation. They may 
wander from morning exhibitions, and idle 
amufements innumerable, to plays, operas, 
balls, concerts, drums, routs, ridottos, 
mafks, taverns, gaming tables, brothels, 
&c. until they have exhaufted the largeft 
patrimony, the moft promiGng health, 
and their whole ftock of credit, charac- 
ter, and morals. 

* • fc 

The Town affords a tranfient enter- 
tainment to the occafional vifitor, who is 
amazed at a mode of living fo oppofite to 
native fimplicity. The buftle of the city, 
the fplendor of the fliops, the parade of 
bufinefs, the variety, of carriages and equi- 
pages, the immenfe congrefs of people^ 
ftrike him as a fuperior kind of perjpec- 
five box j or magic lantern \ and he cites 

upon 
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upon his return, the wondrous tales of 
what he has feen and heard, to his liftening 
and aftoni£hed family ! 

The Metropolis is alfo the ftage of ac- 
tion for amanof bufinefs, whofe principal 
object is the accumulation of wealth ; and 
who, fportfman like, places all his blifs in 
the purfuit, being deftitute of either leifure 
or tafte, for the proper enjoyment of his 
wealth. A man of this character cares 
not where he lives, nor bow he lives, pro- 
vided he can but ehgrofs the means of liv- 
ing ; and let him but pojfefs a large num- 
ber of the tickets of enjoyment, he is by* 
no means anxious whether they be ever 
drawn prizes, or not. The whole extent 
of his defires is to make -a 'figure upon the 
y Change ; to render the Firm of bis Houfe 
familiar to both the Indies; to be able to 
influence the price of * a commodity, and 
to aflfeft the rife and fall of flocks. I 
need fcarcely obferve that, to one of this 

com- 
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complexion, London is as it were At im- 
portant fpot, the poinfc the fulcrum on 
which he may place his commercial lever; 
and where, provided his lever have a 
fufficient purchafe, henuy be able to do 
what ArcbimaUs wifhed for in vaio, j»wfl& 

« 

The City is the moft encouraging mart 
for foperior abilities in all departments. 
It is a place that gives an equal chance 
to every trade andprofeffion; where the 
meane/l of employments mjay bepoaie tlje 
fources of wealth; and ; where triors, 
chimney-fweepers, oltkctothefmen* hair- 
dreflers, and empirics, fpaietimes acquire 
affluence^ and often enjpy the privi-* 
l$ges of being Tanked in the dafs qf geijn 
tleroeru But the misfortunes af»d incon- 
veniencies are,— *the man who brings his 
talents- up to fale, is often, fterved before 
he can find a purchafer.— The arts are 
generally encouraged in an inverfc propor- 
tion 
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tion to their utility ; and thofe which moft 
adminifter to the luxuries and vices of 
mankind, are the moft certain of rapid 
fuccefs. — The forward and felkconfequen- 
tial, wreft from the rich and powerful, 
that patronage which is due to modeft 
worth alone.— The ingenious artizan and 
manufacturer has luch temptations to m- 
dolenee, extravagance, and profligacy, as 
greatly endanger his complete ruin. — >He 
who is able to furmlh the requifite fum 
to fet thefe various hands at work, often 
becomes as rich as Croefus by their inge- 
nuity, while the promoters of his abun- 
dance ' fttfler all the miferies of depen- 

* ... 

dance, and the wifwlts- of capricious wealth. 
—And the « unfitcleftful adventiyser - wili 
loan be left - to bewail his -ill-forttme -or 
b'rsra&nds, in a loathfome jail, unaffifted, 
unheeded,, and unlamcftted.* . 

# The humane Society for the Releafe of Per- 
fons imprifoned for Small Debts, tjAftfcuted fince 
the above was wrirten, kvfofift? ipepfttre mkigptef 
thd feverity of this remark. 

London 
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London is the happieft place of refort 
for the numerous gangs of (harpers and 
fwindlers, of different denominations. Ik 
is here they may occupy their various 
honourable profeffions,— appear in a thou- 
fand Ihapes and chara&ers with great fc- 
curity, — may afluredly meet with unfuf- 
picious dupes in abundance, correfpon- 
dent to the characters they affume : — and by 
frequent a&ing, they will become fo per- 
fect in their parts, as to be able to deceive, 
if poflible, the very-tkfty — I mean of Mar- 
cury> Maria. 

With thefe we will aflbciatc the whole 
tribe of thieves, pickpockets, houfe-brea- 
kers, girls abandoned to vice, bullies, 
hireling constables, and trading juftices, 
who confpire together to be the terror and 
peft of all decent and fober families. 

Batchelors and fingle men, whole 
drcumftances, or whofe apprehenfions of 

burning 
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^burning th^irJ&ngers with Hymen's torch, 
will not fuffer them to enter into the con- 
jugal ftate, eafily, and too eafily find in 
Town all their • wantsr^ fupplied. The 
whole City, . is their own, if either the 
proper ufc or., the abufe of any thing de- 
serves .that title. The.Philofopher's cha" 
rafter of a good man* " he is always at 
home" may in a certain acceptation, be 
claimed by them, if they be entitled to no 
other. For they may breakfaft in one 
place, dine in a fecond, fup in a third, 
lodge in a fourth, or not lodge at all, 
without being milled or refponfible ta any 
one. It is here that their virtue is put to 
the utmoft proof !— that goodnefs, where 
it is pofleffed, fliews itfelf to be the ge- 
nuine, offspring of an upright heart and 
juft principles, and not the illegitimate 
produce, of prudential regard to character ! 
— And it is here alfo, that an unblernifhed 
reputation, and foul deeds, are by no 
means incompatible * and that prudence* 

I decorum* 
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WcWuk *»a kfrvMfa 'm$ %hg ferve * 

'frfth Itiii^A df afi tHe abftemfotfc virtues T 



And "yeft, Nfarft, Wftwfthftartding 
; appaftfft liberty, 'theft *bVing j*rivifeg& 
?6bh *groW -ftkTdnte. Tfcfey -are 'for ever 
TtatngeYs 'tb'the dealt deligHts '(X ; the foetal 
•ftate* : ahd theUnjoyatehts-flf a weir regu- 
lated 'fkmfty. fte that is l iri&pimtodtify 
at 'home, is #&><*• at hdtrte, 'and he feels 
hifnfeif a ftrahger, 6'f aVrfftor, timidnVhfe 
"cloteftlconneiftibiis. 

'"1*0 'i\it bufy ^olirf'chth, wlfo leaves £1 
"doKieftic *fairs in cbn'fulion, \o : fettle thofe 
"of Eufope ; Who is ihbre atixibus about 
the "National debt 'than about his ««*/« ; 
"and who patently 'fefighs fcis fMfytb ih- 
"digence and beggary, provided the jN?£- 
7#* comhierce fce in a fldurifning cohtli- 
tfon :^-'and to the eager Newftndnggr, 
whdfe itching .'ears ttuft be tontiffuilry 
tickledty t reih ifftefligence-, 'who irfiagirres 

that 
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that nething can be of iixiportpnce that is 

* 

three days old s and who feeds a* heartily 
upon trials, bankruptcies, fhipwrecks, con- 
flagrations, deaths, and murders, asypon 
the happieft ,and moft interefting, .occur. 
rence$, — the numerous coffee-houfes, and 
other places of colloquial injtcrcourfe, btr 
come the xentrc of Jiappinefs ! . , 

Nor can it be denied that London is 
in a high* degree favourable to focidbility; 
Its inhabitants have fuperior opportunities 
of choofing their company, provided wif- 
dom ftrall ftand at their elbow to diredt 
their choice.— Here perfons in fimilar pur- 
fuits and of fimilar taftes, whofe ideas 
perfe&ly amalgamate^ may aflbciate in a 
Friendly club, and innocently fpend their 
evenings in an agreeable converfe.— Yet it 
is pity that late hours, and temptations to 
intoxication, fliould often render it pru- 
dent for a cautious man, to abfcnt himfelf 
from thefe afibciations. 

I 2 To 
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To do ample jiifticc to my fubjeft, 
Maria, I muft add, chat the men who re- 
tain their religious principles, and whofe 
education or conviction, teach them to 
give the preference to one mode of worfhip 
rather than to another, may, in yon great 
City, worfhip their Creator according to 
their inclinations, or the dictates of their 
confeiences. What Voltaire has obferved 
of the different feds in England, is be- 
culiarly true refpe&ing the Metropolis, 
"In their fathers houfe there are many 
manikins." Or rather they may chufe 
which road they pleafe in their journey, to 
Heaven.. And I doubt not but the hotid 
and good in each road will find their, way. 
.Quakers, Anabaptifts, Prefbyterian^.In- 
dependents, as well as Churchmen, may 
there worfhip according to their own par- 
ticular modes, and affociate with thofe of 
their own perfuafions. While the peculiar 
circumftances of the place, frequent inter- 
courfes of a commercial nature, and a 

general 
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gpneral inattention to every other part of 

a man's charadter, except that of honor in 

« » 

his vocation, give, to perfons of thefe diffe- 
rent perfuafions, the fortunate habit > rather 
than the Chriftian virtue of univerfal and 
reciprocal moderation. 

To thofe falfely pious fouls, who place 
the fum of religion in perpetually frequen- 
quenting le&ures and fermons, ahd who 
dream that conftantly going to fchool and 
learning their duty, is exa&ly the fame 
as pra&ifing it, London is " a little 
Heaven below !" Tabernacles, Conven- 
ticles, morning, noon, and evening lec- 
tures, amongft the Difciples of Whitfield 
andWeftley, amongft Antinomians, Hut- 
chqifonians, and Sandimanians, befides oc- 
cafional preachers in Moorfields, and other 
convenient places of open exhibition $ may 
fo fully occupy every portion and fmalleft 
fragment of their time, as fcarcely to allow 
them leifure to cenfurc thofe, who, by 

I 3 omitting 
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©Oiittirtg fome few of thefc forms of god- 
finels, enjoy more frequent opportunities 
of condu&ing themfelvcs by its genuine 
power. 

London is alfo a place very advanta- 
geous to the Student in- bis purfuits of 
various branches of fcience : where by at- 
tending upon different proftflbrsr, coft^etf- 
fing with mew of teaming, genHSi"^» 
experiehce * cdftffofcng libraries, v&tiftg- : 
mufeurris, _fe£ he rttay enjoy the' mcafife'iHF 
making the moft cfeflrable progirft U flfif 
ftu<fics,— iffteaven JOiould fend him Wfcdfai- 
petent quantity 6f rtfohition, tb etczfci- 
the dangerous dilfipations of the pfeee. 3 a ^ 

^he Town may alfb be thought #& 
proper fchool of Manners ; where the CftE? 
legiate may wear off his pedantry v ari£ * 
the country gentleman his aukward at 

drefs. , But the Town^ in this connection," 

*..... ' - -» «, 

Maria, muft doubtle£s fignify the multi- 

tudes " 



• » 

tlKfo tf ^tiangp,^ who, occa£oflaJLly, affepv. 
bj^ $«£, «4 jiqip wj«Kn ; trug poJiterief<r 
W4 <Wteft tf ty:ha,yiour m^y fometitncs 
^ WJW&. Fop « i#u,ft be ' acjmoy?-' 

W©rf* tfraj *C pfciwft Jtofac w.ould not 
gain n^q/c h ty bis eotDtne.rc.c with, the »*- 
{ftps. E$% ye,ry few ©£ th^fe whof? 
«d?<ftti«R ^ teen, tyrffl^i to fcopdon, 

dgRjctiflpft worthy. a JQurnjsy. tp town. 
<&K&fcri|& feureps a? the tpoft mi^unt ^ 
Pftfc y£ :tb% C^ob^i Pn^Sap4 a* the moft 
iig|iq^ r pajt of Eurof**. tjh? M§tropp- 
fa as.jhe aj^ftupportant part of England j 

a^ tnc q>9^ ijji^ortant part of the Met jo- 
poiis^ thefe Citizens of accumulated cqnfe- 
QUSQce^ t^eat wijh, an ajr of chtld.ifli fupe- . 
riority and difdain, all thofe unfortunate 
obje&s who were, not born within the 

&*& °f> $W W»- t he fe g e W W * Ifo 

f^ftB ? % *J#» Mitt ftBSP&>9 & . 

I 4 the 
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the contents ' of a nfewfpaper, for edifying 
converfation $' pert refledlions, anci fatiri- 
cal infiniiations upon' coiiHtry life and 
mariners, for' Wit 4nd x tiurrroitt: whilft 
their good ladies fubftilute affc&ation for 
politenefe, a paffion for every whimfical 
fafhionfor taftc, 7 4n<fc &ctra?agance - for 
grandure.~And| J thfey both unite 1 inthe 
Opinion; ' that * all ftrartgers are bound - to 
admire every thing" 'peculiar to the?- place, 
even to its noife, coftfufion, and filth. In 
a word/ they feem to'claim theprivilege 
of behaving as they |>Wafe : and forget- 
ting that London may not be the firft 
mart for mariners, tho"*it k be for various 
other articles, they with equat folly and 
vanity, impofe upon you their own courft 
mwrougbt goods* for the very beft of the 
kind* 






But, to take the Wbrd fown^in its 

■ * f 

largeft fignificatiotf, & the refort \ alio of 
perfons of falhion and diftin&ion, I confefs 

it 
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it is a place where a countryman may rub 
off his ruft. But (till he mud be careful 
what he rubs againft ; or he .may exchange 
a little country dirt for city-coom ; the 
innocent powder of a miliar, for the foot 
of a chimneysweeper. He muft be cau- 
tious not to lofe in folid weight more than 
he gains in refinement ; not to exchange 
his honeft plainnefs for. duplicity of man- 
ners, or fubftitute a courteous bow and 
.fine pron#fes, for real offices of benevo- 
. lence and friendfhip. Chy mills well knqw 
that a nail or horfe-ihoe, will, in an, ele- 
gant folution of blue vitriol, throw off ijs 
.rough coat of iron, and acquire one of 
capper. . But the Chymift will not tell you 
.that the nail, or the berfe-Jboe are the bet- 
ter for the change.. Nay* he will warn 
you, that altho' the ignorant miftake it 
for gold, this wondrous acquifition is in 
faft aft exchange for a noxious body in- 
ftead of the falutory. one* l 

■ * • * « 

X s The 
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The Metropolis is a place worthy the 
temporary rdidence of the Speculative Phi- 
lofopher, who thinks * the proper know- 
ledge of mankind is man. 9 By converting 
with fuch a divcrfity of chara&ers, he may 
atquilt a confiderable infight into the va- 
rious modifications of the human heart. 

fftre he wifl constantly behold the force 
of evil example, countera&iiig the origi- 
nal bent of a virtuous education !— -the 
pew*? of fordid tntereft over one who had 
early imbibed the principles of ftrift into, 
gttty, perhaps of genere/ky * and of cri- 
ittiiul pteafures over the pupii of fobrie- 
*y I He will learn in time to calculMe 
the weeks or tn&achs requiftte to tneta- 
-tefrrpfaofc the (oh of a hxitahle peafinr, 
iuto an in ibltrtt footman ; of a plain far- 
*ner*s hid, into the cotocomb* or the fete 
jgentlemro !*•— He witt lament oo fee the la- 
bors af a pious parent, who when he was 
teaching the ' yo*mg idea how to {hoot** 
ftrove to make it (hoot towards Heave** 

and 



j, g ji a 9 n. 



m 



VM** # e ftffto PHP* Wjth r#yiy 
fcpflUca{i»g «§f h JV? ynJJ Jan^nf. tp fee 
I Ibis fo&RWg f^rft.ie^TOMr $orflyp 
|lW th* aJttfidfflge of * figgjg rnpnfh qpo ff 
fep* dieting Qffo, §r fenjtfjary #f fyfbe.- 
»a*te yjes 1 Whe?e the po^ej -infcjre&Qr^- 
tor affe&s. # Jaggh. at h> fbraaier prjflri- 
ples, as the dull notions of dotards, un- 

wmky .« flliO pf %»«?£ and foe^wy ;. 
m-ftaads fprth the champion pf infidelity : 
rm§f prpmpted by vanjty, hecprfles the 
ktpwrite (4 Sin l-rr-dares to deny a faith 
yhjch he yet believes, openly difpute 
tenets he fecretly reveres, and argue againft 
convictions which, in his retired moments,. 
♦ hj»f$§w gp his ftp! \* 



In fcort, /Mir Ph&jfejp&pr will difcov^r 
cbe power ,of qpjme&jpni «nd sxanjjrif, 
-»f ttlflwsft 9F flf fflfja/utffrto dbajige the 
pctauples j$d .$fo$fi&(H& flf na§n. 4 nd 

mjbnm- e£ j*w pwv #> geou^ un - 

fhaken 
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• 

fhaken rule of conduft, no fettled no* 
tions of virtue, and rational fear of Hea- 
ven, how eafily they yield themfeJves up 
to foreign impreffions, like wax to the 
ftal; or bear a diverfity of vkious re* 
femblances, aecording to the moulds in 
which they may be accidentally caft t 

After he has made general obfervation 
of this nature, for which evfery part of 
that great City will furnHh ample mate- 
rials,, he may ftudy the leading charac- 
teriftics, the diftingui&ing- type of each 
divifion. 

• t • 

In the W$ern quarter he may eontent- 
plate the proud and faftidious Courtier* 
uniting the extremes of haughtinefs and 
fervility! fwoln with the idea of his own 
importance, and yet courting the admira- 
tion of every tranfient fpeftator !— mean- 
ly crtnging ta thofe in power, but treating 
bis inferiors with difdain !— 4avifl* of his. 

bouaty 
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bounty to fycophants, and panders to his 
pleafures, but deaf to the cries of the in- 
digent, or the demands of juftice !-— be- 
traying his country for gold, and hazard- 
ing that gold upon the turn of a die !— fu- 
percilious to thofe who are dependent upon 
his fmtles, himfelf a ftrangcr to the inde- 
pendency of a man ! — defthiite of every 
moral excellence, but vain of his imriifold 
titles and trappings! of preheminerice !— 
ridiculing the rigid reftraints of virtue and 
religion, and torn afunder by the conteft 
of irregular paffion, or corroded with 
difeafes' generated by criminal excefs ! 

« > 

After he has ftudied this portrait of 
modern greatnefs in our fe#, which, with 
a few honorable exceptions, I fear is too 
clofe a refemblance, he may caft his eyes 
upon that moft whknfical and infignifi- 
cant thing called a fine Lacty \ in whom, 
although flie thinks herfelf the moft im- 
portant perfonage in the whole Creation, 
I he 
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he will fetich toraijiftf thoft #kn£fcrj<- 
tie exceUeacies of ttotsfa, winnjgg fef&. 
nefe, modeft rrierv*. dj$c»J» fepl& afe. 
gantxBoooomy and the regular £endu& sf 
domeftic affairs, filial. Wg»g4j* *»d pa«a<. 
tai offia&MB, sod » heart atftfted ft fifffWW 

friendship, fjrjnpathy and tovc, Tbcwhofc 

Jbufiads of her life he khJI pejreety*. 19 fee 
pkafuret, and the indulgence *f iwfiaprir 
eious huonor i ; and yet *htt titt if a «*tKe* 
in her profirifion I He trill fed her a jjayp 
to fafhbns which difjigurt the fgrjeg % is 
fb anxk»K to oafap* a ftraager «o true 
elegance a«4 tafte, alfhevgh k be whftt 
fhe chiefly affe&sj and difgufted with the 
jowfonettswfeieh fcayp ipajpied <ajl hec 
flbvugbtti JHIc wjU .foifc ft fee her *»£ 
takeaffc&ed ajisiprgsevl^Sfljpertwcpcc 
i»r fiunifiafity-*»h<wgh(i^ #r digpify.—- 
irotabHfcy of W9gwe &r «loqueflee-w-trtte 
ideas and a jpuadiof hagitoeyed. phrases, 
for feotweiw— the moft aWv^d pppftjftwm. 
of Among tHgreifian? ppo& ffivjal frbjcftj},. 

for 
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for fublimity of thought — a tiwsblefome 
pettifhnefs of dtfpofition, for a delicate 
fenfibility of nerves ! And he fcmetimes 
-will have occafion to be fliockfcd at her 
breaking through the modeft, the amiably 
timid reftraints of nature, and confidering 
impudence as a womanly virtue i— at her 
aflfefiing to difbelkve the truth of religion, 
while flhe is the dupe of thUdifi credulities^ 
braving her Maker with more than mat- 
tufine infidelity, and yet (creaming and 
trembling at the Sight of a miufe, or a 
Jpider f He will obferve her ttriftfy main, 
tanning all the *ppe*rtmcts of friendship, 
but totally loft to its reafity 5— -making ge- 
neroos offers of afliftanee to tbofe above 
the want of k, and negle&ing common 
civilities to the needy and oppre&ed $~- 
dffffiwg herfelf amongft the warmeft of 
your fiends in your prefenoe, -and (port- 
ing with your character in the hour of 
«lhfenoei~^lKniitifig tfce worth of her af- 
feciafea according to the Rank they hold: 

in 
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in the polite world, and yet proftitutin^ 
all the c?*fidmt of friendfhip to her cbam* 
her maid, and the beft affe&ions of her 
fophifticated nature to parrots, monkies* 
and lap-dogs I 

He* moft ferious occupations,, he will 
pbferve to confift either in receiving or pay- 
ing irkfome vifits of ceremony ; in which 
her expreflions of the happinefs (he feels 
at the interview, can only be equalled by 
.the- real languor and difguft ,fhe experi- 
ences :— or in anfwering billets of unmean- 
ing compliments :— or in fatyrizing her own 
conceptions of friendfhjp and politeneft, 
by fending round an empty equipage, at- 
tended with a train of domcftics, to esr 
quire after the welfare of her moft inti- 
mate aflociates ! In the evenings, he will 
fee her fit down at the card table, with 
anxiety, impatience, avarice, anger, and 
. a thoufand evil paflions in her train :— and 
perhaps he may detect her, under the 

fknc* 
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fan&ion of her fex and quality, pra&i- 
fing at the pool the dirty tricks of a 
Jharper I 



Thus, my friend, from a general re- 
view of. her whole life* will our Philofo- 
pher either be tempted to turn a partial 
Mahomitan, and doubt whether fome of 
your fe:x may • not. be -formed without a 
foul\ or he will place the exiftence of fuch 
a Being among the unfearchable myfteries 
of Province I, ., • . . •.• 



».. * . , . 



- Satiated with • thcfe fights, - hd w31 not 
be much dilpofed to vifit the purlieus of 
the Hay-market* Cockfour-ftreet, and Pic- 
cadiliy, where the dependants and appen* 
dages of-greatwefs' ehifefly refort; or hi 
might' here edntemplate hitfriari nature m 
a mafqiierade, if" it be poffible, ftitt more 
fantaftic I He might behold perfbns de£ 
cended from the ffieaneft p&rentage, and 

educated 
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e&Q«pd m tJxe hwmWeCt wajfcs qf- I$e* 
fuddenty fringing up, likeg^udy and p$rn 
nicious weeds in the place of nmfitix* 
grain : and in their various profeflions of 
Barbers, Taylors, Hair-dreffers, Milliners, 
Linguifts, Muficians, &c. affiiming the 
airs, and aping the manners of their 
fuperiors ! 

■» - • 
Ir oqr Philofophcr fboifld t&fiti&ik. 
among the new buildings of St. M&y-fyr. 
baxHt A liewittflot fail to admijsethe.pror 
vifion* made in thia commodious; pfec^fei- 
adminifteriiflg to vice, and pre&ryiig ;th$. 

toying with « girttf t^wwiis«nft4djfft 

pf (trj$ hpi$r jwtfhj4 in })m *\ 
«*ft# w|&fhei;gaj|gyit|ymT^t -mil 

/<&8fer.r hygejwofityto^fw^i-^andfe- 

cqi»ft.iwtw«i. of jafcr ypu& ! 

Passing 
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Passhto by St. Giles's, he' may have 
opportunities of contemplating man redu- 
ced to the loweft fcale of viilany. He 
may behold Vice enthroned on a dunghill* 
furrounded with a retinue of impeding 
beggars, thieves, pickpockets, and houfiN 
breakers, enjoying in common all the pri- 
vileges, without the chains of marriage 1 
and a&ing over again in garrets and in eel- 
la^^e^rfmesofthc abandoned /?/<*/ He 
m*y pick up this valuable truth but of die 
dh%H^hat^floiute-manfters areufttrer&fy 
odktad in Rfcga r~tfcat vice appears inaH 
her ig^mkvf, where external fptendor is 
wtiMftg W vtfttiiSi die crime, or^Wfcife 
tht tefi t and h^ may remark the fcntth 

of «fe $uce$ fevere adage, 

** *> • * * ■ * 

" tt is the fall degrades her to a whore j 
" Let Greatnefs own her, and flic is mean 



I n 



" no more,'* 



Lk* bur Obferver vifit the City, and he 

will behold the full power of intereft> and 

the 
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Che various modifications of that govern- 
ing principle, the love of money ! He will 
obferve the virtue of iriduftry, like Aaron's 
rod* fvvallow up almoft every other virtue; 
or like the mod fubtle leaven, infinuate 
itfelf into every.a&ion, and every motive. 
He will find this at the bottom of many 
a vice, and largely blended with many a 
virtue : the bond of all focial connec- 
tions, as well as the general caufe of dif- 
cord. Yes, my friend, the City is a place 
where .almoft every adk. of courtefy and 
jJoHtenefs may. be jet down to th$ fcore 
p£ -policy \—. where fubfeription? and dona- 
tions to tnifery ihall moftly be regulated 
jby fomc latent expectations of advantage v 
—where the views of interefi (hall accom- 
pany a. man to the .tavern, to the play- 
houfe, to the public gardens, and autho- 
rize expenfive difiipation and midnight 
revels ! — nay, it fhall even mix with hi$ 
.very ii^i^-r-influence his choice of a 
preacberf—ov direft his dubious fteps to a 

place 



' 7 



LONDON. 189 

place of worfhip, where he may learn not 
to love the world, nor the things of tie 
world! 

- « / 

/ 

He will find the diftinguifliing charac- 
ter of your fex, Maria, to be an eager- 
nefs to pay the moft extravagant compli- 
ments to their hufband*s wealth ; and by 
various arts of difiipation, put his Gains 
and Credit to the utmoft proof, Ina word, 
he will obferve fuch a general fpirit of 
•luxury, fuch an affe&ation 6f affluence 
amongfli our City Dames, as todifcounte- 
nance the very Appearance of ©economy*, 
and render them a v willing* prey to' fniF- 
liners, laundrefles, and domeftics f ' He 
will'perceive fuch a rage' fpr imitating the 
prevailing fafhions', as breaks down every 
diftin&iori, arid confounds every clafs ; — fo 
that he (hall find it difficult to diftinguifli 
the miftrefs from her waiting-maid,, or.de- 
cypher the wife or daughter of a Butcher, 
Baker, Tallow-chandler, or Poulterer,' In 

a pub- 



'1 
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a publick afiembly, from a rich heitds, *r 
the confort of an opulent merchant J He 
will frequently hear of affectionate wives^ 
who plunder their dear partner at home, 
that they may fupport his reputation 
abroad ; and in league with their fervants, 
advance the price of every marketable 
commodity in their daily accounts, to 
raife a fund for thefe fecret and laudable 
fervices. He will often meet Females ftep- 
ping out of paltry ftiqps and dirty courts, 
like an heroine on the ftage from a cottage 
or a prifon, in all the pomp of drefs ! 
and he may fometimes detedt the notable 
houfewife performing her common dotnef- 
tic offices, in Silks, laces, .and brocades,— 
either from her unconquerable attachment 
to finery, or becaufe the poverty of her 
Wardrobe will not allow her the neceflary 
change of fuits ! 

In the various outlkirts of the town 
our inquifitive obferver may be witnefe to 
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an odd ajfemblage of characters and ihu- 
jftfoh*. fte will 'find Tome 'few Who deflre 
to live and ifc/fc<tfe to live, and are fo 
Fortunate as 'tb iucceed; many who wdutfc 
live, ahd <fc»»b'/ ; great numbers who *&&* 
live, and will not j and no JTmail number 
who do live, and do not deferve it. He 
'trill often dlfctfn fifcnt^vV&n't tod Sicknefs 
privately ftruggling Mcith Woe, i/rhite rm« 
pofture Intercepts the plenteous ftreams of 
tffe'rcy, Which wbtftd trthtt-wRe 'gladdea 
ttfeir hearts 1 He will remark, with a mi*- 
•fctfe 4>f -pity ind indignation, thfe-cruel p<*- 
licy<ef Crimes, which fees open fuch mul- 
titudes of hbufes for the purposes, of riot 
and mtdxfcatitofi, and thus ^debauches the 
morlls of thefpebpfe, in order to mcreale 
the publick 'rerenfae&H-^Tb this Caufe 
-will he -principally attribute vthe frequent 
fight of infolence in rags; — of fpirits grown 
ungovernable by being loft to every fenfe 
; of decency of ehatattet j-**6f men tedu- 
*fcd 'to The HtWeft 'ebb -Of wtetehednefs, 
* even 
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even beyond the feeling of their own mi. 
f er y . — and terminating their worthlefs ex- 
iften.ee, - by falling vi&ims to the laws, 
through crimes of which the laws them- 
felves have* been the parents, the nurfes, 
and the guardians ! 

By the water fide he may contemplate 
the fons of Neptune. He will fee an ac- 
tive impetuous race, equally ready for 
great and noble exploits, or for riot ancL 
confufioo — as the moft trivial circumftances 
Ihall decide ! He will find them generous* 
becaufe improvident, and thoughtlels ; 
hrutaU becaufe they are themfelves hardy ; 
and courageous* becaufe they .are ignorant 
of dangpr ! In the fame perfons he will 
be witriefs to instances of more than Ro- 
man virtue, mixed • with the r vice$ of a 
ruffian ! - * ' .-..». 

. 4 . i » 



He may often behold a city mob doing 
wrongs in order to re&ify abufes ; — faltyjng 

forth 
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forth to revenge real or imaginary evils, 
and committing ftill greater in the attempt; 
—meaning well, and aftuated by right prin- 
ciples in xhzfirft inftance, but in the next 
degenerating intoalawlds banditti ;— hit- 
ling, hallowing, pelting, or leading in 
triumph, a Prince or a Beggar, according 
to their ideas of merit or demerit ; but 
changing thefe ideas with every wind that 
blows. 

If curiqiity or commiferation fhall in- 
duce him to vifit the numerous Prifons, 
he will fee places intended for fchools of 
reformation, become nurferies of vice. 
He will obferve men rendered ten-fold 
more daring and experienced in iniquity, 

by their punijhments ; loft to every 

fenfe of fhame, except the (hame of hav- 
ing any remaining virtues ; and familiari- 
zed to ignominious deaths, until they pla* 
cidly contemplate them as natural events. 

K Should 
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Should' our fptculative chance to be at 
the fame time a frattical Philofopher, Tie 
-will retire with due expedition from a place, 
where, it is true, there is fo much to learn, 
yet fo little to pleafc. But if fate fhould 
oblige him to take up his refidence there, 
he will make the bell of the matter; 
prudently enjoy all the advantages the 
Town affords; convert his knowledge 
of mankind, if poflible, to their ufe * 
and judging with Horace,* 

•* In either place 'tis folly to complain, 
•* The Mind, and not the Scene creates 
" the pain," 

he will feek happinefs, within himfelf, 
by the pra&ice of virtue, and the pur- 

fuit 

* Stultus uterque locum immeritum caufatur 
inique. 
In Culpa eft Animus, qui fe non effugit unquam. 

Lib. I. Epift. 14. 
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fuit of ufefol fcience ; which, fortunately 
for man, require no particular foil of 
Town or Country, but will grow and 
flourifh equally well wherever they are 
properly cultivated. 



Adieu, 



J. & 



Kft 
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i Sitot que quelqu un dit, des affaires de TEftat 

[ que ni import e, on doit compter que FEftat eft 

perdue. 

Rousseau. 
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LETTER V. 



Stewe> July i6> 1769, 



To ' ■ " ■■ " ■ Fharklin, Juniw, E% 

Wenik>vsiu 

HEYDAY ! What is the matter ?. Be- 
hold all the marks of an invafion, or a 
civil war ! Windows broken, doors demo- 
K(hed, fign-pofts humbled to the dull I 
Here ftands a man with a broken arm* 
and yonder go two or three more with 
braifed faced and black eyes ! Prithee* 
what have you all been about ? 

" *Leftioneering, Sir," anfwers an elderly 
man, to whom I addrefied my enquiry.-?— 

K 4 'Lee- 
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*LeElionetringi what do you mean by 
that, good man ? 

u Why, its going about to be made a 
Parlament Man an •, and he that gets the 
moft votes carries the day." 

But I do not fee the connexion, my 
honeft friend, between chufing Mr. A. or 
Mr. B. for your reprefentative, and de- 
molifhing your town, or knocking one 
another on the head. 

ci Don't you ? Why then I can tell 
you, meifter? fays the old gentleman, 
with a fmile of contempt aimed at my 
ignorance. " Thefe great fokes makes 
us little fokes drunk, and when we are 
drunk we fight, and when we fight we 
do mifchief, that's all." 

* 

The greater fools you to make your- 
fclves fuch beafts. 

• « Nay, 
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u Nay, as to the matter of that, I 
think your great fokes ought to know 
better than to fet us together by the ears, 
to ferve their own turns." 

And I think you. ought to know bet- 
ter than to be fet together by the ears 
by them. . 

« L — d, Sir, if you could get your 
belly full of vittels and drink for nothings 
and money given you into the bar gin , you 
woud now, PU wornt you. There is the 
Wbite-Jyarij and Grey-hound* and Blacks 
more's-beady has been open for thefe three 
weeks fuccefs fully . Ale was given away by 
pails-full. You might go in and eat and 
drink tillyou burft again, at ony time, and 
nobody would tafte no notice like." 

So then you are fond of the diverfion, I 
find 

K 5 ** Alack 
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" Alack a day, Sir ! I have lived in 
the town, and paid fcot and lot thirty-one 
years and a half, come Michaelmas next * 
and Pve polled for eleven parlament men^ 
and have got my fwill of ale, and a bro- 
ken pate e'ry time, thank God. 

€ So I fee thefe worthy gentlefolks 
firft make beajis of you, and then claim 
the honour of being your reprefcntatives **— * 
that's curious enough ! But pray tell me 
what thefe parliament men are good for 
when you have them/ fays Charles, c for 
on my life, I know not,?' 

<c Good for, Sir ! bids your heart t 
good for ! why if it was not for them, 
we fhould all be over-run with JPapiJbes 
and Pnfpiimans, God knows/* 

* And what harm would they do you ?* 

" Lud, Sir, how you talk! Why thcjl 
would knock us on the head, if we 

did 



ELECTIONS. 203 

cEd not wear wooden-Jboes, and go to the 
Pantik houfe !" 



So you. knock one another on the head 
to prevent thefe-calamities f 

** Aye to be fure. Thof I ant now 
the man I was, I'll fight for Old England 
as long as there is a drop of blood left 
in this old carcafe of mine % and I'll ftand 
up for the Church too, agen all the Pre/- 
piterian fons of bitches in the nation* as 
long as my name's John Marhw % that I 
null I'll be darorfd if I" don't/* 

With this pious exclamation, honeft 
John broke from us rather abruptly, and 
joining fome of his afibciates at a little dis- 
tance, raifed a laugh upon us as we paft 
them. 

Although the defcription of this Itu 
dicrous fcene may afford my worthy friend 

a 
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a momentary amufement, yet no man who 
wifhes good to individuals, or is a true 
lover of his country, can ferioufly refle<5t 
upon fcenes of a fimilar nature, fo fre- 
quently repeated, without the utmbft ab- 
horrence. The people, when they are 
thus aflembled for the purpofe of elefHng 
a Reprefentative, may juftly be deemed 
not only one part of the Legiflature, but 
the moft important part ; — from them Go- 
vernors derive their power-, and for their 
benefit alone all good governments are 
inftituted. And when their fuperiors in 
fortune, or in education and underftand- 
ing, take advantage of the indigency and 
dependent ftate of the lower clafs of peo- 
ple, or -of the* ignorance of uncultivated 
minds, and thus feduce or impel them to 
proftitute the right Nature and our ex- * 
-cellent conftitutioh have put into their 
hands, they are guilty of an attempt as 
bafe in its motives, as it is ruinous in its 
confluences. 

The 
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The Ele&ion of Repaefentatives in Par- 
liament, is the moft important a£t in which 
the community at large can pofllbly be 
engaged. Nay, it is the only publick aft 
in which they have author ative concern ; 
and the iffues of it remain irremediable 
for a fpace of time, long enough, at fome 
critical periods, to ruin a whole kingdom. 
Surely then Constituents Ought to be 
well inftrufted in the nature of this their 
power, and taught how to diredt it to the 
general good ! And yet, my friend, vfrhere 
ihall we find this difpofition in thofe able 
to inftruft them ? On the contrary, is there 
not, almofl: univerfally, a difpofition to 
deceive and abufe ? Are there any inftances 
in civil fociety, of immoralities, chicane- 
ry, and abfolute villany, equal to thofe ma- 
nifefted in the conduit of our Elections ? 
I irfbft confefs my aftonilhment at finding 
fuch a contra/? in the human breaft, as 
thefe periods dHcover.* — Thofe, who per- 
haps are of decent and. honourable de- 
portment, 
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« 

portment, i» all the concerns of private* 
life, feem ztfucb feafons, to glory in ading 
the parts of deceitful knaves ; and without 
pretending to a difpeniation from any 
Pope, mutually confent to be guilty of 
as great a quantum of wickednefs, at 
thefe carnivals, as the moft indulgent 
Pope ever had the infoknee tp par- 
don! But, ray good friend, do virtue* 
honour, integrity, ehafige their lovely 
natures when the caufe becomes nation- 
al? Or, can thofc vices which are exe- 
crated in the individual^ become the or- 
nament of a partizan? Gan thofc di£ 
honourable a£ts whkh would difgrace the 
perpetrator in his own circumfcribed fphere» 
---where their influence is merely /#■*/— 
become Ufs culpable in proportion as their 
malignant effe&s are exttnfively diffused ?— ~ 
Or, tell me, is virtue fuch an irklbme 
reft taint upon men, that they foall be 
glad of an opportunity to give their coo- 
fciences a refpice* and fchool boys holiday, 

and 
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and feize the occafior*, when a regard to 
chara&er is fufpended, of giving a loofe 
to the natural propensity of their minds J 

Whatever be the caufe, it is enough 
to amaze thofe who retain any portion of 
their native fimplicity, and ftrike horror 
into'the minds of fuch who ftill feel the 
workings of common humanity, to confi- 
der what defperate means are employed to 

anfwer the moft trivial purpofes ! Ta 

refledt how many an honeft, fober, dili- 
gent Mechanic, had degenerated into an 
indolent Vagabond, or been corrupted 
into 3 perjured Villain, in confequence of 
the reigning diffolutenefs of thefc feafons ! 
—How many a worthy and induftrious fa* 
mily, have been threatened with imme- 
diate ruin, or actually turned a-drift from 
their habitations, limply as facriikes to the 
puerile ambition of an infignificant indi- 
vidual, who, it ib highly probable, is 

not of half the confequefcte w die pub- 
lick 



1 
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lick weal, as the Farmer, the Weaver, 
Shoemaker, or Taylor, whom he feduces, 
depraves, or overwhelm ns with mifery ! 

And, for what is all this violent com- 
motion ? Wherefore this temporary civil 

war *—Why muft contention, hatred, and 
irreconcileable animofities, be let loofe 
upon a Borough or a County ? — Is it not 
to determine fome abfurd point of honor, 
between the leaders of contending parties ? 

• 

where the importance, and perhaps the 
very names of the rival candidates, are loft 
in the conteft of their lawlefs abettors ? — 
Or is it not to return fome fupple animal 
who bttys^ that he may fell you ? — who 
fawns, that he may betray ?— who, like 
the Fox in the fable, perfwades you to let 

In a late contefted Election fof a certain Bo- 
rough, numbers of the Electors, not knowing 
the names of the; Candidates, for whom they gave 
their fuffrage, diftingwfteA thenvfyv my Lord 
M ■■ ■ 's man, Lord S ■ ■■ ■ » 's man y &c» 

him 
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him mount upon your fhoulders, that he 
may leave you in the pit ? — Is it not 
eventually to opprefs the people who gave 
thefervile fuppliant his political exiftence ; 
and to enflave the conftituents whom he is 
chofen to protest ? 

Not orily do falls evince that this in- 
veftive is innocent of flander, but the 
argument a a priori will corroborate its 
truth. It is not to be fuppofed, my good 
friend, that any Conftituent of his Parti- 
sans will commit thefe vices from virtuous- 
motives 5— ^that they will ruin niankind to 
fave the Yiation \ — break dowh the firft' 
laws of humanity, the love of peace, of 
fobriety, of integrity, out of zeal for 'the 
common wealth •,— -and do their utmoft to 
fubvert our Conftitution, that they may 
fhare in the honor of making laws in- 
tended for its prefervation* 

I KNOW 
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I know but one circumftance, which 
can poffibly aggravate the iniquity of this 
conduit, and that is, when a Peer of the 
Realm engages, dire&ly, or indire&ly, 
in the conteft. This is fuch an irrfolent 
infringement upon the common rights of 
mankind, as ought never to pafs without 
exemplary punifhment*-— were k poffible to 
fering thofe tx> condign pu&t&mtnt, whfr 
deem fecurky a law, and claim a privi- 
lege - to aft tgnominimjfyi from the very 
fplendor and dignity of their chara&er ! 
For carr thete be a more ignombbua cob- 
duft, than for a Nobleman, who in his 
own right is one branch of the Legislature, 
meanly to encroach upon the rights of the 
other ? — to lavifli his wealth in corrupting 
the principles of an unthinking Freehol- 
der, and influence him in the choice of 
a Reprefentative, part of whofe office it 
is to watch over, and reftrain the abufi 
of that power which his Rank necef* 
farily beftows ? — Can there be a more 

fhamefut 
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* 

fliameful folicifrn, than for one who is 
deemed firft in the clafe of Gentlemen* 
to exert hi* influence in the appoint- 
ment of a perfon, who is to be a 
defence againft bis own encroachments ? 
—and break through the beft barrier 
of the Constitution, that a creature of bis 
own may be elected as a guarantee of it ?— 
Thefevereft laws againflrthe open inva- s 
ders of another's property, or poachers of! 
their favourite game, to which thefe Fer- 
ibnages ever gave their fuffrage, ought* 
according to the Lex <faUonis % to be re* 
turned upon themfelves \ I mult confefi* 
my friend, that when I behold thefe Right 
Honorable* fport with the liberties of man- 
kind, and aim at grafping all the power 
and influence in the kingdom to them- 
fehrev 1 cannot forbear in the warmth 
of my refentment, reducing the meta- 
phorical language of Shakefpeare's Gar- 
dener, to its more literal interpretation. 



4C 



Cut 
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" Cut off the heads of too faft growing 

44 fprays, 
c< That look too lofty, in our commoa 

" wealth : 
44 All mull be even in our government,* . 

Should my good Franklin think that 
his friend is, contrary to his ufual cuftom, 
warm upon the queftion, he anfwers, that 
there are fome things of too ferious an 
import to bear a fmile; that there are 
fome a&ioris, of which, altho' they en- 
title a man to a. feat in Bedlam, the vil- 
Uny, (hall yet exceed the folly ! — And in 
fliefe cafes, the indignation of every one 
who fells in any refpeft, correlpond with 
the nature of his fubjedt, muft rife fupe- 
rior to his love of ridicule. 

" Omne animi vitium tanto confpefthis infe , 
44 Crimen habet, quanta major qui peccat 
44 habetur:-\ 

* Richard II. Aft 3. + Juvinai. 

But 
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Bjt to return to our Plebeans. 

Were t to follow the natural train of 
the argument, 1 fhould only urge what has 
been repeated times innumerable :— ^1 fliould 
of courfe bewail the inequality of repre- 
fentation y the abfurdity of Boroughs al- 
mod without inhabitants^ appointing De- 
legates to maintain their rights, while the 
rights of thoufands and tens of thousands 
remain defencelefs : — I fliould lament that 
the choice* of the Representatives of a 
populous and flourilhing nation, fliould 
be confined to fo few, and often to 
fuch foul and unworthy hands ; — I fliould 
vainly defire that vice would corned it- 
lelf; and that thbfe who are naturally 
difpofed to abufe their power, would be 
the firft to reform this abufe. Yet I can- 
not forbear wiihing, that every indivfdual 
in the nation felt the injury of being 
excluded from a fhare in the Legiflature, 
^nd fought foxne conftitutional arid effec- 
tual 
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uial method of redrefs. For without a 
voice, either in the Parliament itfelf, or 
in the choice of a Delegate, their deareft 
privileges may be bartered away for a 
paltry bribe, or a Cann .of ale ! In fhort, 
one clafe of men are totally at the mercy 
of another ! And if this bears any part 
in the definition of ajlave, they areflaves, 
tho' for the prefent they Teel not the 
chain ! 

But altho* a radical cure of this dan- 
gerous difeafc is not much to be expe&ed, 
and perhaps could not be accomplifhed 
without fuch violent convulfions, as might 
greatly endanger our political conftitution, 
yet I think fome very confiderable pallia- 
tive might be adminiftered. 

Is there not great reafon to believe, 
that great numbers, perhaps a majority of 
the Freeholders, wanton with the liberties 
of their fellow Citizens, merely through 

grofs 
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grofs ignorance, or culpable inattention ? 
— that they have the moft confuted ideas 
of the office of a Reprefentative in Parlia- 
ment ? — that, altho' the welfare of the 
whole nation ultimately depends upon their 
decifions, yet they know as little of the 
matter as yobn Marlow y who thought that 
a parliament-man was to guard him, fome 
how or other, againft Papijis, Prejbite- 
riatiS) and wooden-jhoes? 1 would recur 
therefore to the idea which was firft fug- 
gefted ; — that fome proper method fhould 
be adopted, fully to acquaint the Eleftors 
with the nature and importance of their 
power, at fuch interefting periods; — that 
they ought to be inftru6ted in the com- 
mon liberties of mankind, the general 
principles of government, and the defign 
of all civil fociety ! — Would it not be 
highly meritorious in thofe who retain any 
/parks of publick fpirit, and are patriots 
indeed, to draw up a plain and clear 
fummary of the privileges and duties of 

an 
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an Ele&or, to be put it into the hands of 
every Freeholder in the kingdom, particular- 
ly at the eve of a General Eledion ? — Ought 
- not theie Electors to be informed, that 
they are at fuch junftures the reprefenta- 
tives of ethers? — that they fland in the 
place of thcufands ? — That perjwy is not 
the only vice of which they can be guil- 
ty, that they may, at the lame time, be. 
guilty of aiding and abetting opprejjion ? 
——that the choice of a man, avowedly 
unqualified, either from the known want 
of capacity, or of publick or private vir- 
tue; or from his being already the fer- 
vile minion of the Court, are alfo crimes 
of the firft magnitude? — that they are 
refponfible for the meafures that man 
fhall efpoufe? — and that if the nation be 
ruined, by the choice of unworthy Repre- 
sentatives, which is the danger of the pre- 
sent times, the ruin of the whole Empire 
refts with them ? 

Nor 
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Nor would fuch friendly, and truly pa- 
triotic admonitions, be feafonable to the 
lower clafs of Eledtors alone j but many 
of their Superidrs might alfo profit by 
them. For is it not notorious, that while 
the One are thus eafily feduced or deterred 
from voting with impartiality, the Others 
as eafily and unthinkingly enlift themfelves 
on the fide of the feducers ? Or do they 
not fall into the oppofite extreme •, and treat 
with the utmoft indifference, a concern 
in which the interefts of the whole ftate 
are embarked ? Are there not thoufands, 
whofe characters and fortunes entitle them 
to a very refpedtable and lawful influence in 
the Conftitution, that are reftrained by 
indolence, or pufillanimity, from giving 
their fuffrage at all ? — Or otherwife, do 
they not confider the election of a Can- 
didate as a matter of per fond favor \ ra-. 
ther than of pubUck truft? and attend 
infinitely more to partial recommenda- 
tions, and family connections, than to 

L the 
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the political principles, or the honor and 
probity of the Party whofe caufe they 
elpoufe ? 

The Scene at JVetido'bfif, is I fear tod 
juft a reprefentatioft of the Ignorant Free- 
holders in general, \tr&6 barter away 6vdry 
thing that is valuable for a treat at an 
Inn. But I really think our friend, t<J 
whom I have heard ydu give the flgnifi- 
cant title of Sir Indifference Wealthy* is $s 
genuine a fampk of the cfais t now men- 
tion. Since I faw ypu laft I have had 
the honor of dining With this good Kftighf, | fl 
who is really a worthy Indivrditel, and 
if poffible, ftill more refpe&able for the 
goodnefs of his heart, thaft for the ex- fti 
cellence of his dinners. But he feetro <6 ih 
have the public fpirit of an Qyftit\ 
and to be as inattehtive to every n&fcftftl 
queftion as his faithful dog Turfiitj that fa 
is bof ne down with years, indGtencfe, tfftd 
fat. While we were at table, I endea- 
voured 



" 
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votirtd to maze the old Gentleman from 
his lethargy, by expatiating, with fome 
• vehemence, upon the abfurd and ini- 
quitous manner in which ek&ions were 
conduded. 

" Psha ! It's zcuftowarj tUng^ fays the 
Knight/' — You muft know that he voted 
at a late ele&ion in the county of N******, 
for a man whofe chara&er, both publick 
and private, was very exceptionable, mere- 
Iy becaufe their Lands lay contiguous v and 
he thought it would be an unneigbbemrfy 
aftion to vote againft him. 

ic It is a cuftomary things** fays the 
Knight, as he helped himfelf to a bit of 
Turbot. 

Its being fo cuftomary, fays I, is one 
grand fubjeft of roy complaint. 

La W I don't 
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" I don't fee much in it," quoth he, 
w it always was, and always will be fo." 



I answered, that I could not help fee- 
ing a great deal in it ; and that if his 
prophefy was true, there was but a gloo- 
my profpeft for the nation. 

" Aye, you croaking Politicians, are 
always foreboding evil :— -Why we live as 
well now as ever we did," quoth my 
Haft,— ^and helps himfclf to the other 
(lice. 

This may not always be the cafe, Sir, 
fuppofing it admiffible for you to judge 
of the ftate of Myriads, by the plenty 
which your ample fortune affords you. 
And permit me to obferve, that if your 
Predecejfors had been as indifferent to the 
common intereft of mankind as yourfelf, 
it might not have been in your power to 
have lived as at prcfent : and were every 

man 
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man of influence to be governed by the 
fame fupine maxims, your Pofterity will . 
never fee Turbot or Turtle at the tables 
of any but of Priefts, Placemen, and Pen- 
fioners ; who will riot in luxury by grie- 
vous taxes on their eftates, if not by an 
iniquitous confifcation of the whole. 

His mouth was full, and he was filent. 

„ The more the evil is cuftomary, the 
more it is multiplied and encreafed, Sir 
Knight* Five thoufand vices, or the re- 
petition of a vice five thoufand times, 
can never change it into a virtue j tho* 
our familiarity with it may render us 
inattentive . to its nature or confcquences* 
It is a cuftomary thing alfo for the total 
abfence of a publick fpirit, and a general 
corruption, of manners, to deftroy a Na- 
tion •, and (hall any, from this (hallow 
confideration, fit eafy in the profpeft of 
its diflblution? 

L* 3 . I CAN- 
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I cannot make chat out, fays my 
Hoft. 

I was .going to help him ; and wo 
fiollfi&mg in my own mind the (links of the 
chain between the univer&l depravity, and 
final ruin of a ftate. But he faved me the 
trouble. For having finifhed his Turbot, 
he poured out a. tamper of Oaret, -and 
after he had teftified his religion, loyalty, 
and publtck fpirit, fey drinking Church, 
King, and Confthuti3Dn,-^he threw himfelf 
back in Iris great arm chair, and feU £aft 
afleep. 



Adieu. 



J. B, 



LET. 



LETTER VI. 



TALKATIVE WOMAN. 



Le coup mortel que vous portez a votre frere, 
eft il plus leger, parfceque c'eft l'imprudence, & 

la legerite qui Tont lance ? 

Massillon. 



L4 
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LETTER VI 



Stowe, July> 1769* 



To Maria* 

JL H E refle&ions which were the fub- 
jeft of my Letter to our mutual friend, 
held us out as far as Aylefbury, of which 
I am right, glad ; nothing doubting but 
that the chief town in. Buckingham/hire 9 
which fends two Members to Parliament, 
has a County Jail, and the Affizes annu- 
ally, befides a good market every Satur- 
day, would afford me fuch ample ma- 
terials for animadverfion, as fhould laft 
me at leaft as far as Stowe. But I know 

L 5 not 
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not how ic was* nothing was able to call 
forth the fmalleft fpark of fentiment* 
until we had a glimpfe of the magnificent 
Prifon r as we were palling through the 
Town* 

4 

This, fays X to Charles, is an obvious 
contraft. Every fpe&ator may, if he 
pleafes, be witnefs to external Grandeur 
and inwari ItyBJeiy. But qwld we infpeft 
with equal eafe the inmoft receffes of the 
human hearty how many wretched objefts 
fheuld we not difcover, under appearances 
equally ffkndid and pompom 4 

* - 

4 

True, fays my companion, what think, 
you of a Nabob maker, a government 
Contractor, or mercilefs Monopolizer, who 
though they may live in edifices yet more 
ftately than this before us, have hearts, 
blacker? with £uilt than the vileft mifcueant 
^mongft *hofe Felons ; and whole con^ 
faience, if! they have not totally ceafed to* 

rcmonftrate^ 
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rMPorfzate, .tnuftitiflift a fearer ,punHh- 
ment, than any they may have efcaped by 
eluding the laws. 

I .Ai*B£ a.fejpu$er qr : twp, ftyt as thejr 
3?** jpret$r .nearly of fhe feme nature :•. 
pjth ^ofe ^nqral rsmar^s yhjch haye 
lately Hoara qut -of j»y wh^jlaOi, I frail 

* 

Jt wfts npv yearly tsrelye o!Clock ; the 
day mQ$ fultry ; ^qd T pnnfelyes fatigued 
with heat and duft. ^t like true Philo- 
fophers, wc judged it prudent to bear a* 
pr^Jent jncqnyenieqce, for the fake of a^ 
future advantage : £nd as riding another 
hour yropldbrmg .ps ,to the proper feafon 
of ^dinner ^nd rqpofe, we only called for 
a Bifcuit and a glafs of Cyder at the 
George, and prefled forwards to Winslow ;. 
w}iiph we w?re informed was a good mar- 
ket fto^n ; and where we might expert to 
be ,-accommodated with every thing fit 

andi 
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and neceflary to entertain gentlemen tra- 
vellers, 

W I N S L O W* 

The firft objeft that attracted our no- 
tice was zfelf-confequentialSign-pofti ftretch- 
ed acrofs the road, as if it were inclined 
to intercept the pafiengers, and compel 
them to come in. The Excise and Post- 
Office, written in large capitals of gold, 
a fwinging triumphant in the centre, pub- 
lifhed as plainly i&Jigns can fpeak, This 
is the beft Inn in Town. 

Now, fuch being exaflrly the informa- 
tion we wanted, like moll people who argue 
from their feelings, we gave it full credit, 
and rode into the gateway without far- 
ther enquiry. 

. Hostler, thrice refounded through the 
Yard, without the moft diftant reverbera- 
tion, of coming, Sir. At length a plump, 

northr 
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north-country girl waddled towards us. 
She was without her gown, encafed in a 
pair of thick leathern ftays, which were 
terminated by a quilted petticoat, c patch- 
ed until the original was loft,' and exhi- 
biting, in confequence of thefe frequent 
emendation s % as many colours as Jofeph's 
Coat. The lappets of her cap were pin- 
ned over the crown of her head, difplay- 
ing to fuller view, if not the faireft^ at 
leaft the warmeft face the Sun ever fhone 
upon. Decency forbids me to defcribe 
to my dear Maria, the ftate of her perfon 
from the tip of her chin ta the tipper edge 
of her ftays : — I muft therefore refer your 
imagination to a modern Lady, of the mod 
rigid virtue, full drefled for an Aflembly, 
whom, I do fuppofe without the know- 
ledge of either party, fhe clofely refcm- 
bled. 

Let me fee your Tits, on youpleaz, 

I'll corry 'em to the fteable. 

But 
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But where's the Hoftler > 

Why our John is gone to carry. the 
hay-meakers their dinnecs. He's bin goqe 
this two hours, and ayent come bock.agQfi* 
an idle To-ad. 

She conduced our Steeds to an <&d 

* 

thatched building of mud and plaifter, with 
which both Eurus and Bweas feemed often- 
to have amufed themfelves on a holiday, 
or when they were not bent upon greater' 
wifcbiefs. We thought, that being a no- 
yice in her profeffion, flje might have* 
miftaken -the place \ but looking about, 
we at length deferred a fmall flip of a 
Manger in one of the corners j which 
operating like leaven* or by virtue of a 
certain figure in Rhetoric, ca\\cd Synecb- 
docbe, fubftituting a part for the whole, 
gave to this large cobweb'd Barn, a juft 
right and title to the appellation and ho- 
nors of a. Stable. 

Wr 
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We torik the other *paits ,af *die office 
upon ourfehies } and font t}ie girl kvqueft 
of her itniftrefs* 

£h£ JL,anctl3dy, ,who was a Ifaait, live- 
ly .wQflun, ^mediately .appeared before 
pa;s, #&d ei}&>iV9i*re& by the ^labili- 
ty pf her #H}gue, .and .extreme, courtefy 
pf Xer>§h%vjoyHV to aftjne for .every fi& 

fte,pii£ht ^ng^ndy .commit ^gainft gram- 
mar or commQn fenfe. Upon enquiring 
what we could have for dinner, we were 
at firft;anfwered according to the, enlarged 
fcale of a pettifogging-Jbqp) where tjiey ge- 
nerally boaft of the greateft plenty with- 
out doors,, to hide their. extreme jjovgrty 
within,. 

" What you pfeafe, Gemmeny juft 

what you pleafe. There is not a houfe 

in all WinftoW) or the next town to it,. 

that keeps a better Ear diner than I do, 

thof I fays it that fhould not fay it, as 

folks fay." 1 

However,, 
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However, when we defcended to par- 
ticulars, (he apologized away with great 
dexterity the whole of this copious Lar- 
der. — The heat of the weather 5— the 
fmallnefs of the family at home ;— its not 
being market-day; — fome company un- 
expectedly coming in laft night, reduced 
her to confefs, that the whole ftock in 
trade, con fitted of a difli of Beans and 
Bacon, which was faved out of the pro- 
vifion fent to the Haymakers. 

Excellent, nothing can be betters 
let us have |t immediately. 

<c You lhall, Sir, in a minuit^ pleafe 
to walk into this little palur, or up flairs 
into my large dining room, which will be 
much more cooler, and lightfommer, and 
pleafanter for you, Gemmen. FU fhew 
you the way. ! 



It 



t> 
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It was well fhe was our guide ; for the 
high road of the ftair cafe was divided 
and fubdivided, at every five fteps, into 
fo many bye- ways, leading this into one 
room in a corner, that to another-, that 
.we had been infallibly loft in a labyrinth 
without her. 

At laft we arrived at the grande Sale : 
.which it is true was of a commodious 
fizg, being, the whole length of the build- 
ing, not to mention fome few yards ftolen 
from the ftreet, by means of an antique 
diamond-parted bow-windew. The floor was 
of Oak. But Englifii Oak itfelf, though 
it refills a canon ball y and conquers na- 
tions, muft ftill fubmit to the conquering 
teeth of Time : who indeed had made fo 
hearty a meal of it, that the chinks, in 
divers parts, gaped wide and horrible. In 
the centre, from the chimney downwards, 
flood a long table, with benches on each 
fide of it, always ready to receive the 

welcome 
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welcome guefts tf a jnaifcet d»yy--rvho 
by the tyfc nqt t? teft any tinae, fc^mrf 
xo be catching at jmnKVtaJtty, *&Je *tejr 
were waiting for their dinner* :**-*J<jr they 
had covered the furfaces of t&e bepchep 
and table, with the initials of their narr*e$, 
and various dates, curioufly etched with 
their knives and forks, and crooked nails. 
—In one cprner of the room was an jan- 
ttquated bedftead ; and in another, an 
antient - efcrutoir was placed, which, in 
.every future Agreement between Landlord 
and Tenant, muft doabtlefs be k& as a 
fixture \ for . twenty «nen, in thefe degene- 
rate day*, would fiercely be able uyikix it 
A map pf the world hung oversthc chim- 
ney. The Life of Hamab $nett>&nA SJbinkin 
Sbenny Morgan^ fbcntleman of Wales* toge- 
ther with the pictures of the different 
ages of men, and of old women grinding 
young again* adorned the walls. The 
naked fpaces left room for the imagina- 
tion to work at will 9 for Time had by 

various 
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various -fantaftic cracks, and divers co- 
lours, drawn the outlines of human figures, 
£»fttes« bodfeapea, and iiobgoblins, and 
politely left die Spectator to finifli them 
in his own ftile. 

As I have before hinted, our Landlady 
was blefledwkh a volubility of fpcech, 
enough to make her the admiration and 
-the envy of every Orator, from a Robin- 
hoodift up to a Senator ; .who wifhes to 
pafs for eloquent without troubling him- 
&bf with ideas. At firft we were furpri- 
&d at her being able to fupply fuch a 
rperpetual current. But by attentively 
Jiftening to her for a minute or two, we 
were initiated into the fecret. I will not 
fay (he thought aloud ; that would be pay- 
ing her too great a compliment : but every 
trifling idea that (lightly touched upon the 
fibres of her Cenforium, immediately ran, 
by fomething of an ele&rical conductor, to 
her tongue, and fet it into motion. 

I WILL 
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I will lay an even wager, fays Charles, 
that we pump all the fcandal of the neigh- 
bourhood out of this loquacious animal, 
while fhe is laying the dinner cloth* 

It is happy for the neighbourhood, 
faidl, that thefe Tatlers are to be but 
little credited. For they who are fo very 
eager to tell you news, are feldom in a 
difpofition to wait and colled the evi- 
dences of its truth. 

» 

—And here, Maria* before I proceed any 
.farther, I mutt, beg you to let a greater 
virtue for a moment take place of a lefs> 
and permit the fidelity of an hiflorian to 
pufti delicacy a little on one fide*— 

c Well, Landlady, (fays my compa- 
nion) have they found the young Rafcal 
who ran away and left his matter's daugh- 
ter with child?' 

» 

" What 
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" What, Tom Sim kins, Sir ?" 

' Yes, I think his name was Simkins. 

f 

He lived with farmer — what's his name, 
yonder, higher up in the town ? 

" Right hand, or left, Sir ?" 

* If I miftake not, it is on the right 
hand j but I am' not certain/ 

" Oh, hoi I knows who your Woifliip 
means, Nat Alliftons^ Farmer Richardfotfs 
man. What, do you know they folks, 
Sir ?» 

c I cannot fay I am much acquainted 
with them.' 

u Aye, well, I knows what 1 knows. 
The laft pays all, fays I. Why, Sir, it 
was no more Nat's child, than it was 
mine j but mum's the word 5 leaft faid is 

fooneft 
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fooneft mended. A quiet tongue makes 
a wife head, fays J." 

* But I have never heard that the 
girl had a bad character before.* 

" They muft get up by times, that 
has every body's good word. But I be- 
lieves nobody is duberous whofe child 
it is. 

* What, do they fufpeft ****?' fays 
Charles, fupplying the want of a name 
with a figni Scant wink, and placing his 
fore-finger along the fide of his nofe. 

" Well, weU, it's no bread and butter 
of mine, G-d knows •, but there are fbme 
people in the world are no better than 
they fhud "be. The Gemman youfpeaks 
of, Sir, and fhe was catched together 
once and agen, behind fome hayricks in 
Farmer Wilts Clofe ; and e'ery body fays 

i the 



1 
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the Barn is the very .moral of his Fa- 
ther. Well, I muft fay, when I firft 
heard on't, J was in fuch a confutation, I 
did not know what in the world to do. 
Up I gets, and down I falls in a fwound 
like ;•*-**! never was in fuch a quandary in 
all my life y*>— You might fee my heart 
btfrfting through my bofom ^— I've ne'er 
been my own Woman fince •, — Only fee, 
Sir, I'm wafted to an Otomy. But they 
fay a creaking gates goes the longeft upon 
its hinges 5 that's my comfort." 

* But why was you fo frightened at this 
news, Landlady ?' 

« WhV, Sir ? Why Mr. Parsons made 
love to toie at the very faid 'dentical time. 
And I had a fort of fneaktn kindnefe for 
him tod r I can't fay but I had ;— He did , 
lidt ufe me well, I can't fay he did 5-— but 
that does not argify t — I bear no malice, 
not I. He was as fine a looking man as 

ever 
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ever lay by the fide of a woman-r-thof I 
fay it that fhould not fay it." 

v ...... 

* 4 Where is that gentleman now ?' 

» * • * 

■ 

" Where is he? Gone beyond Sea. 
He may be hanged or drowned for what 
I care. I wifli the .Devil's Children De- 
vil's luck, that's all. 

' And what's become of Patty— V 

" What the MV&rV youngeft . daugh- 
ter?" 

c The fame.* 

" A little Pufs. Her belly's up to 
her chin too. As for my part, i keeps 
myfelf to myfelf like. I flays at home 
and minds my own bulinefs, and never 
fociate with any of them, nor keeps any 
correfpondence. But folks will talk." 

c Bvt 
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Bvt what can they lay more upon the 



xt Why, Sir, betwixt you and J> (h* 
has been taking Daphne* $ lexer^ and 
Hichery pickery* and Tinkly mirib 9 and a 
mort of Do&or's ftufF for the Dropfy. — 
Dropfy, quotha, the Midwife muft tap 
her, that's all. Ha, ha* ha ! 

4 And how do, you like your Curate 
now ?* 

" Oh, Sir, he is the fineftman a4 : ever 
trod fhoe- leather y and he has fuch a 
laudable voice when he refads 'prayers \ 
and he is fo merry and Comical withal. 
He and I are towns-folks like, for he 
. came from Northampton, and' I but ; feven 
hfiiles beyond it* He ofteri comeS here and '■ 
foiokes his pipe and his pot in the fittlepar* 
lourtetow, With £>ickafbn th6 Exeifemaft* 
Folks fays that DickaJ- on is adopted to drink- 
ing - x but I ne'fr feed any harm ofhim, not I. 

M Let 



1 
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Let e'ery one me#d one, and the world will w 
lad the longer, as the laying is. Any man 1^ 
may be overtaken in liquor fometimes $ andjj 
M a Gernmah is fobcr," and peaceable, and| a 
quiet m his cups, I fees no great harm in 
it, for the matter of that. But the world's 
as full of envy as a toad is of poyfon, \ 

as the man fays'." * 

* * * 

This, my good friend, and much of 
fhe fame bind', was the interefting con- 
versation during our repaft. For the 
Landlady condefcended to officiate , as 
>aker>; which (he begged as a particu- 
lar favpr f becaufc we were fuch civil gen- 
tjenftefl, and fuch good company. . Whe- 
ther, from the above fpecimen of her jca- 
lents, you will have the fame favorable 
opinion of her, I (hall not determine. 
You will agree with me in one thing, that 
it is a great happinefs to be out of the 
reach of fuch inconfiderate pefts to fo- 
ciety, who can fcarcely open their mouths 

without 
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'Without Wafting a chara&er. Andaltho* 
they may be .acquitted of malice, or evil 
defign, do infinite mifchief merely from 
a wantonnefs of tongue. 

Farther to enlarge, my deaf Mbria, 
upon the fubje& of Scandal* might be 
deemed a tacid and fcandalous impeachmeftt 
of your difpofition and conduct* aftho' I 
am well perfuaded that there is too large 
a ihare of juftice and humanity in the 
compofition of that excellent heart, ever 
to admit the malignant whifper, of inju- 
rious jeft. 

Yet allow me, Maria^ to mention one 
argument againft the vice, which, as it U 
addrefled to felf-intereji, may" hitherto have 
iefcaped youf notice. There is iiot> I be- 
lieve, a more effectual method to'pafs thro* 
life, free from the poifbned (hafts .of ma- 
levolent tongues, than to lay it down as 
an invariable rule, never to encourage the 
recital* . much lefs to retail any malicious 

M 2 anecdote 
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anecdote to the prejudice of another. It 
i& obferyable, that afl men fpeak wtU of 
thofcsfcho make it 3 point to fpeak itf'of 
nomsik It is unrfverfaHy deemed c&m$^- 
dice) wantonly to attack fuch as neVtff 
bear any ofenfive -weapons about thorn. 
Thefe. are admitted, as ruutrais^ amidft : 
contending parties 4 and the arrows of ma- 
levolence : will fly on each fide, without - 
being, aimed at thsnr, or even accidental^' 
wtmndiftg-thecn.' -Whereas, a difpefiifc*!^ 
tOKafperf& characters, is a fair* ButtqtfdP ^ 
afperfiori. It is here as ih treafon; they wAb^ 
loV&*ih6 Calumny > will hate and profecute ' 
tbks&dkrtfi&tfr, *4tk the moil impfcdibk^ 
virW^cfe* v .• * .# :jt* *'.".: • 

^hjS next fljep in virtue, afidiatt&ied 
fipinurtfl &ix> is to ptooeod * 4qp*t 
farther. Whenever we hear a £haraw> : 
ten traduced, t© c ndeavwuN to «eaftfl*A 
th£l vtatnoar, by exfutfia ti og upon th e**£*a4 
quaStiea, -*h4it wc katowr thepafont* 

or 
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or charitably interpret die evil that is 
^Hedged againft them, if they be {fa-an- 
gers. This will fometimes, I acknow* 
ledge, expofc us to injuries in our turn. 
We (hall now and theft receive a few. 
ftrokes of ill-nature, which were intend* 
cd for another. We (hall be termed the 
Prote6fcors of vice, and the Abettors of the 
crimes we would extenuate. But then 
we lhall in recompcnce, enjoy inward fa* j 
tisfaAjon in contemplating the virtues of 
our fpecies ;~^we lhall walk on the clean 
fide, whilft thefc fcavengers of human 
nature are wallowing in all the dirt they 
can find s— the mind will be habituated 
to the milder virtues ; — and it will pof- 
fefs the calm confcious pleafurcs of be- 
nevoknee> inftead of the little, turbid, ir- 
ritating gratifications of ill-tempered 
pride. *• C'eft notre Caur qui decide de 
nos plaifirs," fays / my favorite Maffillon, 
4< un cceur corrumpu, ne trouvedejoie 
que 4an$ tout ce qui lui rappelle Timage 

M , 1 des 
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cks vices. Les joies innocentes he convien- 
iient qu'a la vertu." Thatthefe may con* 
tinue to be thine, is the finccre wilh of v 



Your's, &c. 



J. B. 
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Carpe diem, quam minimum credula poft.'ro. 

Hor. 



M 4 



* J ' 



* J 



• * 



\1\ 



( *49 ) 



LETTER VII 



Sttwty Jufy 1769s. 



To M A R 1 A. 

Jx lias hitherto been the prevailing di£ 
portion g£ my mind, Mark, to hope the 
heft consuming every future event •, and 
may U ever continue, altho' at the end 
•f Jife> I ihould l^ok back upon a long; 
train of di%»poKittaeRts% When Hope 
does not lead to a culpable prefumption* 
k itdoubttafe the imppiefi* and my friend 
Cfeartes will i jprow, from the principles of 
ffaylntogjV diat It ia tfee lie*khieft of att 
At $AflfoM» foil akho? time fcouW not 

M 5 bring 
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bring us the bleflings we wifh for, yet it 
gives that certain prefent enjoyment of 
which it was not In the power of difap- 
pointment to rob us : — 4b that, ctfme what 
will, we may always laugh at misfortunes 
for doing only one third of their bufinefs j 
for troubling, us the moment in which 
they are prefent, without their being able 
to deprive us of the paft, or prevent 
the future. Now the contrary paflion, a 
predominant Fear, is perpetual mifery. It 
is mifery /elf-created^ fpringing up within 
us, without : any foreign caufe. Whilft 
we are under its baneful influence, » it it 
not in fchfe power of a prefent -bleffihg to 
make Ui happy, as it is always imfeitttWd 
wfth doubts i and all futility nlay^tevt 

i curfe without one misfbitunei ; 7tV * '* 

. -. •» « . • 

I THrtm you fi*e acquainted with 

Mr& .***** c , She is of tfiis * t xn&wpfcy 

caft,--^Her groundlefe^ unwaitaattble 

^p^ehertfioBs of^ feme' tktbmtiHed; ill* 

■ •■- : : Waft 
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•blaft all prefeat enjoyment. Health, for- 
tune, an affe&ionate, fenfible, and careful 
hufhand, lovely and dutiful children, all 
unite to fill up her cup of Wife, and per- 
fuade her to drink: — but fhe fakes, it 
with fuch a trembling' hand, as entirely 
to fpill its contents ! No one article of 
real good caa .make her happy, through, 
this fear of fome imaginary evil. Her 
dear hofbaad cannot take a journey upda 
bufinefs, but he is robbed and murdereki 
every day of his life.. It is true he write* 
to her every poft ; but the news of his wel- 
fare is wifely considered as an information 
vof the pad, without, its being any voucher 
for the futuxe.-r-.Mifs Sally, her eklef| 
daughter, pines away at home for wanf 
of exercife >-t-walk in the (beets ihemay 
not, through fear of carriages. -,—ndF 
ifcould; it be fafe for her io ramble M the 
fields,-— fervants are fo carekfs* <he- may 
have a fell, or be kidnapped iwhilft thei* 
backs are turned y— andfeldom is^ak 
• : - lowed 
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lowed to run in the garden, left the little 
hecdlefs creature fhouid prick her fingers 
in . a -• ggofebeny * biu/h>~«p^Mafter Eittfs 
education: is negie&ed, bee ajaie School boys 
jtfeJQ nidev~-his delicate frame is not able 
^o contend with the hardship* children 
fuffer amongft ftrangcrs ?*— or he may catch 
tfce &utl]*pDx.'Oir mcazies, at fchool.: ,Dp 
tMe difordcrs prevail there ? * No »; but 
efcpy m#y}&i£ time or other j, and jptiychil* 
dren may fall fick, fofe their beauty, k>fe 
{bgtr< Jiyes before . wte aw aware P -> ^ 



■» ♦ 



>Thb moment w& enter into life, Mam, 
we are placed in * ck*purai2tzx&, whem 
good and evil are largely btended. .Which 
predominates I fhail not preuftd toiay . The 
ijwcftkm is 6> excenfive and complicated* 
tfcte weir the Writer able, a fhort epiftle 
would not be Aifikiont tq= determine it 
Wither the, balance be nearly e^ual or 
«At,:ltifcfc I know,— it is always in our 
<#?** ppltf* » tow a great ttiany more 
^ , weights, 
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weights into the fcale of enjoyment, thak 
we^dp. ---Bat we feem fond of loading the 
feale of evil* imrilHappinefs kicks thfc 
beam J-f- What fays, common fen fe ? Sdeft 
thfe. go$d y and make ufe of every innocent 
and laudable artifice to fecure and increafe 

* 

it:?*— avoid tfcp ^// where it is in yoiir 
power? and where it is not* hope yo^ 
fetf out of it as well as you can, Whiit 
do i the principles of juftke and Gratitttife 
dilate? That we valub iour' Maffing& 
when pcjfejjed) as much ax ^We did^WheH 
in profpeft •, that we compare, with a 
philofophic fcrutkiy, **r ftace with » eVeii 
the envkdi ft ace of fiiofe around as i that 
we compare .wkat we^pofirft iofttoirtgi^i 
dients efientially neceffary r to the enjoys 
nvM a£ XittimelCxeauiK, with the lit- > 
ttetipt is wanting to make jStafr bii& 
compete; flucftippofette worllt *tef* 
a man is not the caufexrf j&iftnw fetifr 
fortunes by Ms imprudtoce* and Whehr> 
bo cannot: avoid; j^m by> hi pmxfcnov 

.\j.;«.v he 



«5* GROUNDLESS FEARS. 

> 

he has a right to make as light of them 
as poflible, either by thinking,, or by avoid- 
ing thought, as fuits his purpofe beft. As, 
to myfelf, I generally think of fomething 
elfe, and by fome agreeable 'occupation of 
my mind, I learn to make myfelf almoft 
infenfible of the evil ; and then wait with 
all the patience I can coMe&, uptil the re- 
volution of worldly affairs fhall again 
'bring me a little day-light, and fun-ftiine- 

'Tis feldom that I wait long, 

• ■, > ■ • •' 

But you fay, c that a difappointmenfc 
in hope makes the. affii&ion double ; and 
that to fear the worft, often givesrus 6c- 
cafioft to rejoice in our mistakes,* : 

I answer, that there are great and lead- 
ing piffions in the human mind,: which if 
oppofed^ may raife .fuch, tempefts as not 
cialy to daftroy every other good, bufi over- 
whelm ithe conftitmion itfelfc But with, 
refpedto lefler afEwrs, and the common 
1 1 concerns. 
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Concerns of life, I ftill maintain my pro- 
^ofition. Ih thefe cafes difappointment is 
by no means mifery. For altho* Hope is a 
pleafing fufpenfe of the mind, yet it is 
a fufpenfe^ which in feme meafure .breaks 
the fhock of difoppointm&nt. Befides, in 
thefe common^ cafes, Hope often fetiates 
it lead half as much as the pofleffion 5 
and this fattety makes difappointment little 
more than zmifiak^ At allerent*, Hope 
is generally of a long duration * theefi&t* 
of the miftake upon us are moftly tranfient; 
and by hoping for fomcthing elfc, we £>on 
i?ring ourfetves into fuch a ftate, as to for* 
get it entirely, '» 

* i 

" But Fear to excels, is the greateft pot 
fible fafieritag, and is often, more infup* 
portable that the Arrival of the evil* we 
tkead. So that it may be a merty, to let the 
impending calamity fall upon us: ; Few 
meafufferiapriibn, half rfrt^ormente they 
ftk« theinftaitthey wersdragging diktat i 
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Tno» for BWofephy g9BM Rdi&on 
goeeiartWk JittMCtaa.w to qosfctejn . 
that wife Fwi&Ace which o«i«r* aJU^tipgft , .. 
forthc.befti ft ,fori|ids us tQ ; cank^/f;li^, t 
Good J w* • ptffcfc through a wepk/p^ip;^ ; , 
of fojne fwture Erii : k orders us t^q^t^ 
cut burden upon the, Lord y it {^9«i^% 
that, he *ritt fcftakl it; : and iurcljr it »f,|i£&: , 
diffiwk i<9 £P9*p.ty with, that other ijyufcfc^ 



■ » 



v (^ 



Yotn ** obliged to my&kofl £< fqfH /; 
the: ahewe fcntiOfl, as the fcqwi'pft,^,^! 
letwr ivUl fhew. 

Chaikss asd L c?sne to cbis place afcfcmt 
jfrw* in ikft tfmung* faring fat under a 
widefp«adi#gJMbiberry Ttee^at&igfa* 
during the im* of di^dayv qmfifeg JMgrf* 
»ourMttnsS^ ^ifriftiddtoi^ vapid 
haw done .in lot *icfctfactf» iaftoad dfrtt* 
*<3D<m*djyra*ta^ 
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We had fcarceiy made the proper en- 
quiries, and given the neceflary diie&ions 
concerning fapper, beds, &c. before the 
feid Mr. P. with Mr. F. and his Lady, 
drove up to the door in a poft-chake. Our 
excellent friend difcovered a nianifeft dis- 
appointment that his Chere Mritit and 
Children had not yet made their appea- 
rance. We had ordered tea, but he made us 

drink it in an attitude ftmHar to that of the 

• 

Jews taking the Paflbver ; (landing with 
our hats on our heads, land canes or 
whips in our hands ; ahd &arcdy had we 
finHhed the-! aft difc, but hb urged u* 
togo with him aad meet our company «K 
the road* 



1 



Thb ttenimg was calm anil feme* The \ 
Sun feemedto fee taking hk lewtiof die 
werfd in *fcow»gb gop£ h*a*i«r * iptd 
having ftniflied,' fer tfee day, his work of 
benevolence upon fhe earth, he appeared 
ftillto be in a generous, iiiood, jnd deter* ; 

mined 
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mined to difperfe the remainder of his Rays 
amongft the clouds : while the latter, to 
flww . their gratitude I fuppofe, were col- 
lecting themfelves together to form a 
Curtain for hi* chambers in the Wed. 

These are beauties, O Cheapfide* Lom- 
bard ftreet, Corn hi 11, and all the fmoaky 
courts, narrow pafiages, and blind allies 
thertuato appertaining, which , ye - k^ow 
not I 

.". • . . . . . 

I was' in the happieft mood imaginable 

to enjoy thefe be^tftfes, but the rimpor- 
ll^tt} tetffeand *nd fitter, ^wqplcl not per- 
jnit ipe.—- Every carriage we heaffjd,at a 
diftance raifed his hopes by turns,, _ apd by 
Itfrflsfunk thfcm in defpair,— This tftgroent 
we walked too flow,— the nest he was 
cxpreffing his apprehenfions that we. were 
not in the right path;—- One moment he 
was calculating the diftance,-r another con- 
je&uring the hour in which they might have 
i fct 
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fet but from Oxford ; and IHtfc the driver of 
a ftage coach, allowing them bxtt> tUrty 
minutes at one place, md-*H*etity' 1 at ano- 
ther, he was diftra&ed that they had not 
arrived three hours ago.— -> * i 

* 4 

Some accident has certainly happened : 

— -the children are fatigued in travelling : 

—or they are ill ; — or the carriage is 

broken down :-rpr ov^rturncd—nor ?-? r-s 

——Or, you are railing a 'thousand 0evil$ 
to torment -you before your tinted fays 
Charles!-' 

I r • * 

* •„-.»" 

I am ready, continues Charkfe,*'tri fed 
for yo\S fe Wiy rearf <Jift*efsj 'but tffcfy.^Sir, 
li Cffnifdr jthd" -fytripathy* dcioiigh- iti : tny 
conftkutiort,) t6 thro^ it iw*f ' upAii (BfcH 
lktle incidents. Evefry day brings With 
it fo many lets, and crofe purpofes, without 
feal 1 evils, that it is an unneceffary anti- 
cipation of mifery to' be anxious on: their 

account, :: 

But. 
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But here they come in reality. The 
poftcoadi, And a peft-chjufe with it j 
what can this mean ? 

The firft tender greetings on Mr/ P/s 
part, confided of a gentle chide, made 
up of two parts of affe&ion to one of 
pettiflmefs : — which you know, my Bear, 
not to be uncommon upon thefebecafions. 
•—Matters were however foon adjufted. 
We found they weie all well, and ia high • 
Jpirits, and that their joutney had been 
delightful. Fanny has brought with them 
her Coufin Frank of Magdalen College, 
fatf ftfo O^U^ate* off &» *toQMk*»V*. v 
T^^^fWI^^gr : cMr dplup ^«MR JlMwlb|A» - f 
*-*?¥&>< TJ«y } h*4 fan {* tigbfym&r* 

tim^M? , tV curioft^ &Q*£teklhat 

&W Bfffftl iift|$r^f*fcly wm^rAeofK^ 

they. had «j>c#ed^T^*^ ?^ c wtf* 
alfo were fandy, part of the way.^rAnd 

Fourtb\j % 
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Fourthly y The hot$s taigaii to' bfe |atiguefl, 
fo that they advanced fiowfy for tfcSe laijb 
fire miles. — L -"^ r -*- Ji: ' ' 






« v 






** So then, fays Charles to Mr. P. 1 ^ere ^ 
arc no lefs that jfa*r ' gdaufible reafons for 4 
this delays without me misfortune, Now 
has fios th& Fwtl Head irhpofed upon you 
an unmsccffary dofe of mifery ? Thanlc ' 
Gp|Lthat*Hir Fears difappoint us perhaps 
iuH»i ofeeiras our Hopes V 9 

Let us go to the Inn, fupper awaits usi 
— r^And a delightful fupper it was* * All 
was innocence, mirth and gaiety. We mu- 
tual^ agteed to banifli every uneafinefs, 
and ieave our Cares, to that grand maga- 
zine of cares, the great' Metropolis. Charles 
thought Fanny heavenly in her looks, and 
attherial in her wit and fpirit. They 
were the Cbampain of the company. 
JoyOUs as I was, I could not forbear' 
loBgpgfbr my more elegant ^Blirgmcty * 

if 
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if a Gallant may be permitted to com* 
pare his Miftr^fs to a bottle of Wine^ 
either upon account of its cardial^ exhilira- 
ting) or intoxicatiug quality. 



J. B. 
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LETTER VIII. 



SELF-IMPORTANCE. 



Tanta in Mttneribus fiducia. 

Juv. Sat. 



t-a*s:3 



iETTER Vllfc 



9 * 






Maria 



JLilTTLE incidents are fometimes prejf* 
tznt with inftru&iort 5 and trivial cireum* 
fiances, fcarcely attended to by the majo* 
rity of mankind, will frequently furnifli 
a Clue, that (hall lead an inquifitive 6b- 
ferver, into the inmoft receffes of the hi** 
man heart. ; 

©n« Clue of this nature my friend 
Charles and myfelf picked up in the ftrect$ 

N ~ of 
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of Buckingham ; and another upon our 
firft entrance into the publick-room of my 
prefent Hotel. Thefe, in the proper order of 
time, ought to have been mentioned before 
the incidents recorded in the preceding let- 
ter. But our recollection will not always ob- 
ferve order ; nor will thoughts always pre- 
lent themfelves at our command. We 
muft' reft contented therefore to catch 
them, whenever they are difpofcd to flow. 

t As we were riding through the Tbwn 
of Buckingham , the Road divided; and p£-^ 
ing uncertain <mbicb to take, Charles- afked ^ 
tlie fimple queftion. of the firft perlba 
we chanced to meet ; 






.* Good WoiT\an, pray which of thefe is"'' 
our road to St owe ?' 

<c Good Woman^ quotha !" cries the" 
ft ranger, placing her arms atkembo, and 
givirtg a fignificant jerk with her head, 

« Good 
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% 

** Good Woman* forfooth ! I am no more a 
good woman than yourfelf> Sir. To let 
you know, I have lived in this parifti. 
above feven and twenty year and a half, 
and never was called no other than Mrs. 
Rennet, or Mrs. Margaret , or fo 5 and I'll 
iiot be goo d- woman' d at this time of life, I 
prbmife you ; and fo you may find your 
way for your pains, and larn tq know 
wko you Ipeak to another time." 

* * 

. My ( Companion made her a rqoft obfe- 
quious r bow, coofeffing that he was, , if 
pofllble, more fenfible of his error than 
herfelf. 



. \ 



Upon our arrival at this place, we were 
conducted into the public room, by a very, 
fmart waiter, who moft politely question- 
ed us, " What do you fleafe to want* 
Gentlemen ? 

N 2 Unmwd* 



1 



•268 SELF-IMPORTANCE. 

Unmindful of his dignity of office, I 
anfwered, c why the firfl: thing I fhall want 
is a pair of flippers, for my boots are 
tmeafy. Bring the Jaci % Waiter.* 

The obliging fmifes which werecroud- 
fng into the mulcles of his face, inftantly I 
checked themfelyes, and precipitately re- J 
tiredV Bang went the door, the windows J 
jarred, and the china rattled tiport the \ 
mantle-piece. — It took me upwards of 
fifteen minutes, with the aid of c&uftfktes 
language, ancta glafs of generous wihe t 
io efface the fevere contra<3ions from Kfr ' 
brow, 

T cannot, Maria, confider thefe two 
inftances 6f Self-Importance as peffohaT 
foibles in the parties, fo much as faithful 4 
famples of human nature at large. This 
fpecies of Vanity runs through every clafs 
1 of men ; nor efcapes perhaps an mdiVi- 
dual m each clafs. M are vain *6f fofehe- 

thing, 



Jthing, and think that they .poflcfs feme 
{gift, feme talent, .fome quality* which 
gives them a fuperiority over -their neigh- 
bours ; or at leaft enables them to main- 
tain their balance. Thus doth the Man 
Of Science prefer the .acquifitipn of iblid 
^knowledge, to .the fuperficial frothinefc 
of a Wit : The Wit confiders the Man of 
.Science as little better than a drudge* 
employed in the colle&ion of materials 
Ibrhimfelf to play with: while the Man of 
Sober !\enfe, confiders the one as 4 Ptdant % 
^nd the other as a Coxcomb* where they 
f .are not employed in the invert igatiqn of 
ufeful knowledge, or in putting vice an J 
folly out of countenance. The HiJlouan 9 
Geometrician, &c. value themfelves for 
being in , purfuit of faSls alone : ihzfpecu- 
lative Tbibfofber, confiders thefe fails as 
xhe footfteps of inveftigation merely, and 
finds ixis fuperiority in the ufe which he 
makes of them : and an admirer of the 
'J&ttes Lettns pities the one and the other. 

" Nj when 



a 
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whefi they remain deftkute of ah impro- 
ved tafte, and refinement upon their mental 
feelings. The D/v/ft* fwetls with the idea 
bf his being the man of God, and thinks 
frimfelf, by virtue o£ his profeffioii, as 
iuperibr to the Phyfician or Counfellorj a$ 
the foul is fuperior to the lody of eft ate : 
the Phyfician maintains, that without health* 
a man ean neither enjoy this world, nor 
fuitably prepare for the other : and 1 "the 
Advocate pleads that he enforces thofe 
moral obligations, and fecures that peace 
and property^ without which health * itfclf 
would be of little value. The King prides 
himfelf with being the Sovereign of mil- 
lions : and the Statefman is vain or being 1 
able to direft this Sovereign as he pleafes* 
The Man of Quality would' refent his bem^ 
taken for *Plebean\ and the Man of an 
Independent Fortune* were he fufpefted of 
being a Tradefman. The Wbolefal* Tradef. " 
man feels his fbperiority, in not * beiftg 
©bilged to fem Dchind the compter \ afiKT 



fceth*t keeps ajfoop,, vroukJ imtUl bropjfr 
his being miftaken for his : own Journey* 
man. A , purchafer of Old Clothes will 
thank God that he is not a Cbitnnty-fweeptri 
and the latter that he can work for hi* 

v 

living. . A vender of matches or toothpicks^ 
thinks jbimfelf above a common beggar r 
and beggafc will value thetnfelvcs; acqorek 
ing to, their ftands y or degrees of imtfi- 



, May \ not farther obferve, : Maria^ 
allowing this Self- Importance to be a 
foible* yet that it is. a foible whicl) ren- 
ders each of us toore contented, and hap*, 
pier in ourfelves or in bur ftations, than 
if we^w^re: to eradicate it ?,. Hath; nof 
Pravidepce kindly thrown it into the conj- 
pdfitioni pf man,.tp foften or qualify the 
flights :#&d qonwftieUes to which the im- 
perfe&igms of his ftate may.fiAje«St hirn ?' 
,0r, as a fine-flavoyred apple i% fopietifnes 
grafted upon a. crak r , may not the /vir- 

N 4 tties 
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* 
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♦net of mtoto& lntalgpm^i«$p*#^**ir 
ttrtfc tfailiAg^ and v*ikiwf, t** wgisfocd 
upon this principle fcf * ftl&kttc ; and dwtt 
the germ of jpr/i* be made to produce the 
fruits o£ teu&Qkmt ?a& bmimityf 






.* f Bv* I *ifi not fb nwch k» aonaraHxiiig* 
as in a talkative humour. I Ajdl -there* 
fore leave that bufinefe to you, and con- 
tent myfelf with relating feveral inftaneci 
of a fimilar nature, which thofe mehtkfo- 
cd above have brought t£ my reoolle&ion. 



* 
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*'■ I had once an occafitfn to £nqrcife 'after 
a gentleman who lodged at the houfc of 
An Apothecary in Holborn. But the name 
«f * this ion of Galon • hasriognitdGh^ed 
my memory, I was doperitiixicd^^UkcJ a 
Cork-evnterv or vender of Phiafe, tto make 
application * at every *hop' of a Mxtedkal 
afpedt from Holborn-Bridge to St* Gifr/** 
Seeing a bow window, adorned with red, 
bfue* * and yellow tindures, and ^ith other 

v * artifices 



c -• » 



pKift&S'io t»k«:-itfF.iteh<¥rors of. phjCc, 

JtittOftft wb«ber Me. H***** was mthini 

^ Sir, i&ys a Fonnalift, firipending a 
Spatula in h» rig^hajid, "whiMt he was 
takiteg ttfi^eor wth hisieft) 1; kaow of 
Jio £uch perfon ", * . . '. — ■ v 

t/n* I undecftood dust he dodged here, 






" Who gave j^toomdcrftand fpchf 
ialfhood, Sir ?" 



■ ri. ■• • ■ t • 



- t 



*~ * )A Wricurpento of ciKtttHltafccSs havfc 
ip&Jhe&ilito 4t, tf 4* be one.— •My friend 
teidgcs<<*k& a&^A$p0thecaiy< din -thi* fide 
«ft eke facet, xm&>mczr to tktopkrr of it^ 
attd I coqehjried £«& nauft Jum>< te« 

the hdufc^ v\: :-'\. -v »..s- i >. 
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c € f Tare nty wood for it, good Sii^' 
your conclusions are jfe#k As you feem 
to . hive trqftcd to your eyes more than 
your memory* they might have undeceived 
you, had you read my infcriptions, I am a 
.wholesale Cbywft and Drtggifti and no 
Apothecary^ . I affure you ;-^ndr art $*y 
rooms for Lodgers, Sir." t: . . 

As he was fenfible that no reply Was 
requifite, he would not ftay for one, but 
performing a quick evolution, be made a 
precipitate march behind his counter. t 



v ' ' ♦ 



, Hoover, I foon found my friend V 
roof, and was informed he was *bevt 
ftairs. Being my owft pilot, .1 Was ftefer- 
ing dtfe&Jy into the Qiving; Room. , .The 
hzdy of the. maofion .defined .leave to ap*- 
.qHgint «nc> ,<hat fa\kepl*&C'fi$flar: 
for herfelf and family : .nor did fbe left 
the upper chambers, but to oblige ^Jriind^, 
Begging pardon for the miftake, I attend- 
ed 



ed to the fecind ' ftory. l The gentleman 
received me with acoftfuftdcouiitfehanfee* 
*— was forry I fhould take fc mucfi^un- 
neceffary trouble,— blamed the fervants 
for not calling him down to me in hi* 
lower apartments, — and took care to 
hint k was tneerly frdm choice that he 
chiefly refided in the upper room, as it 
was the mod airy, and the freed from 
noife. 

«• A* another time, I remember, beiagr 
fatigued with the perigrinatioris of the 
morning, I ftepped into a genteel Coffee- 
Hottfe, : *near LincolnVlnn, and ordered a 
gill of Lijbon. 



1 1 ' . - 






<A 



•""'•«* Sir,* we fcllnowine by the &ff $ in 
Aii Houfe, w: lays, a decent well-drefled^ 
Uady at the Bar, bridling her chin/ aa& : - 
rubbing her hands, to give etophafis tor 
the declaration. 






-. > 



Why 



*?6 P&bf'tMtQWymCZ. 
c Why then, Madam, .a jmall glafsof 

i .- . « - 

" Thqu vulgar mortal ! What, do you 
xniftake the refort of. the Goaty, for a 
Gin-shop? On the other iide Tempte- 
fiar you may -be accommodated wi& a 
iwopcpwy glaft, big / fcrvc aq juchovrf* 
tomcrs*" 

This was the only cordial I could get 
from my fair Hoftefp, and k warmed rnt 
iufficiently till I came on the other .fidccf 
Temple-Bar, where I found the-rdefircd 
<3ram heightened by die great xivilky of 
the attendant. 



/ 



i Some years ago, when I was. an ecca* 

fionai vifkor in town, a . Shoe-black near 

Cberixg~Crcfs> feeing my: fhass were not 

an a. condition to afceod a dining-mom* 

obfequioufly faluted me with, Japan, y&nr 

Jboes, your Honour ? 

y. 7 > Disclaim- 
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' BrsctAimifo every fapeflWitjf^cl&fs, 
I anfwered, in thcfoMecnte-ilfti^feilfetei 
fomenefs of my heart, c Aye, come on, 
my £m/, and I wifl give- you two-pence 
if you clean thcnr well.* 

-•• * ..I. ., , l j . 

* c B-^hnt' yotr and your tnone^ int* 
the bargain,— fays my hero, throwing aiV 
old wig into his pan, darting from a curve 
into a ftraijght line, quick as an unftrung 
bow, ancf placing his-hands by his fides—- 
I'd hawyoutaknowi Shy I am a* ftraight> 
and well made a man as any in the king- 
dom, and no more a 'Lent than your fiif, 
let me tell you. 



»•-.., ;y 



* Come, come, Honefty, I know it, 
I- know it; 1 I was xmly willing* to • return 
the compliment you paid td my Ttworr 
—Re pacified, and Pit give*thetffi*pencA 
to drink my health, that tRou rriaytft be' 
aflured I meant not to infult thee/ 



« 



God 
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, ° . God fekft your Honor, you. arc *,* 
Genttman wcpy inch of you." 



1 » . » A 



—He returned to his work — my (hoes, 
(hone like a potifhed mirror ; and I was en- 
tertained with the hiftory of his conquefts 
over the Fair, during the whole sf the > 
operation* •",... 

Divbrted with the fcene, I wag willing? i 
to relate it to my Hoftefs in the, e^senU - 
ipg, when I returned to my lodgings. \ 

' Landlady i I hare met with a huniour- 
ous adventure to-day,— • .- .'....••* 



c < Sir/- fays flie, in a grave accent* 
f< it is not the cuftom in London, whatever 
it may be in other places, to give that 
title to the Miftrefs of an Hotel The 
cxpreffion is vulgar* fit only for a Pot r<L 
houfe, or an Inn-keeper* s % and I wonder any 
Gentleman can make ufe of it. However," 

adds 



// 



SILF-IM PO RTAJTCR ,; aft* 

Ihe, with ihefl&ble comiefcenfion, 

I (hall be glad to hear of your advtti- 

ture. J 






This fudden fhock took' away my in- 
clination fbr a recital : and the better to! 
evade k, I propofcd deferring. my narra- 
tive till after fupper, efpecially as" flie~ 
feemed fomewhat engaged. After fupper 
I complained of being fatigued and fleepy, 
and begged to be conduced to my cham- 
ber. 

:<< 'Ma*y," commanded the hofiefs, 
" fhow the Gentleman to the Antelope" * 

*- * 

* I shall be glad, Mary, if you would 
juft air my bed.' 

* 

The Girl changed her complexion, bit 
Ber lips, and gave-a tofc with her head* 
which convinced me that whatever free- 
dom her fyBftrefs might take, / ought to 
1 "* have 



